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Shri Guru Charitra

Introduction 1

Shri Guru-Charitra, a religious book giving a bride story of "Shri Nrusimha Saraswati Swami
Maharaj", was written in the £8Century by one of his closest disciples. Thiskisoa treasure house of
religious events related to the life of Shri NrusanSaraswati. It is read with great reverencehay t
devotees of Lord Shri Dattatreya.

The 'Shri Guru Charitra' is the life of 'Shri GuDattatreya' (an incarnation of Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheshwara). It was originally written in Ovi for(a Marathi Metre) in Marathi by Shri Saraswati
Gangadhar, whose ancestor Sayamdev had persorelliydnd served with devotion, Guru Narasimha
Saraswati, an incarnation of Shri Dattatreya al6@@ years ago. It was later translated into Sanbkri
Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati (Tembye Swamy), whegarded by many as an incarnation of Shri
Dattatreya and who lived about a hundred years Hgbas been later translated into several other
languages.

This volume is regarded as divine, capable of bigssne and all who read it with respect and ic@th
with images of Gods and adored in almost all degiteouses of Maharashtra. It is much respected and
is very popular like Vedas, Ramayan, Mahabharatagdivat and other puranas in sanskritand
Dnyaneshwari, Dasbodh, Eknathi Bhagwat etc. in Marén the last century, it has spread its infloen
far and wide and legion are the experiences gohdse devotees who read it regularly with respect.

Shri Dattatreya had taken birth at the Ashram of &bd Anasuya in very very old times (Krita Yuga)
and it is believed that his two incarnations naniyipada Shri Vallabha and Shri Narasimha Saraswat
had taken place in the Deccan in about the 14thl&tld Century(A. D.) respectively. Shri Manikya
Prabhu, Shri Akkalkot Maharaj, Shri Sai Baba ofr@hand Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati are some of
the great Saints who are considered as the Avétmarnations) or Amsas (taking a part of His payer
of Shri Dattatreya.

This is the historical period when the Bahamanigdiom was split up into five different Kingships,eon
of which viz,'Bidar' is mentioned in this volum&hti Guru Charitra' depicts the life missions afgé
two incarnations.

The original volume contains 52 chapters and itwistten in the form of conversation between
Naamdharak and his spiritual Guru Shri Siddha Mutio was a disciple of Shri Narasimha Saraswati.
Several miraculous deeds are associated with tives&urus - 5 such deeds are relating to Shripdda S
Vallabh (chapters 5 to 10) and 26 are relatinghao Narasimha Saraswati, (chapters 11 to 51) beside
many mythological (pouranik) tales have also beamated in this volume by way of illustration. The
main aim of the book is to extol the greatnessef$piritual preceptor (Guru) and to dispel theoigmt
notion that He is just another human.

According to researches made in connection with Gbru Charitra, by a Gurubhakta, Shri R. K. alias
Annasaheb Kamat of Durga Datta Mandir, Mashail, ,G&ori Guru Charitra' contains 'Shri Guru Geeta'
as its 49th chapter. It is composed of 176 Sanskfitas and 34 Marathi Ovis - 13 at the begining) 2h

in the end. In some of the latter scripts it sedms this chapter of Shri Guru Geeta is deleteobably it
being in Sanskrit and the 41st chapter is splitnip two chapters, keeping the number of chaptess t
same i. e. 52. The gist of Shri Guru Geeta is btlin this volume. (Shri Guru Gita is a dialogue
between Shri Siva and His Divine consort Shri Paevad forms a part of Skanda Puran. It deals wiéh
greatness of Guru and establishes that Guru isnBraliuru is Vishnu, Guru is Maheswara, why, it
proclaims, Guru is identical with Para Brahma, Vi#haonsidered the Origin of all including the Ttyni

of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara. Since Sri Daftatige also an incarnation of the three DeitiesjdHe
revered as the Adi Guru. Shri Dattatreya is an AsinAvatar, i.e. He did not shed His body when His
mission was completed like Sri Rama, Sri Krishra, ddut is continuing even today. His mission is to
help all His devotees cross this Ocean of Worldigtence.)

The research scholars of Medical Sciences haveod gpportunity of thinking over and analysing the
means that have been used by Shri Guru for cuaewtk gastric pain, leprosy, toxic irritations,ival to

life, sterilty of females etc. Of course it is andtted fact that the yogic and Divine power of iShuru

Is mainly responsible for these miracles to a ges&nt. Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi also performedilaim
'miracles’ to reinforce the faith of His devotees.

In order that the general public, males and femalesuld be acquainted with the contents of théeagr
popular volume, a humble attempt was made by thisoa and 'Subodh Shri Guru Charitra’ in Marathi
prose was published in November, 1952, on DattantagMargashirsh Poornima). The author desires to
bring about an edition in Hindi, the National laage of Bharat and also an English edition of tlaigkb



for the interested readers spread all over thedworl

It is an experienced fact that the reading of dilehature gives mental peace to those who areigrr
due to different miseries of this worldly life aatbo encourages and guides them to go ahead @athe
of self-emancipation by making their lives subliene full of highest bliss.

S N. Huddar

Guru Charitra, till few years back, was only avaiéain the Marathi and Kannada languages. In the
recent years, Telugu translations of the Book hmame available. It may perhaps be now availaibée i
few other Indian languages also, but, as far aangeaware, there has been no English renderinigeof t
Book so far. [An English Translation by Mr.R.Sheneynow available: Publisher's Note.] The present
Book in English was started by Shri Laxman Narayashi some years back, so as to make this Spiritual
Treasure available to wider sections of people.oduohately for us, Shri L.N.Joshi is now no more,
having left his physical body on 30th October, 19@1merge in and abide at the Lotus Feet of Guru
Nath, which was his yearning all throughout his.lilt is a matter of regret for us that his phylseges
could not see the book in print. But we feel shia his spirit will rejoice and be happy that tflors he
had begun, have at last borne fruit and that tlek @s now seen the light of day.Let us make ircle
that this is but a free-rendering and an abridgexion of the original version of Guru Charitra.eTh
original text was complied by Sri Saraswati Gangagdh fully enlightened soul and who was drunk deep
in Guru Tatwa. It was compiled by him in Marathi@VI form of poetry. The same was transcribed into
Sanskrit by the great saint Sri Vasudevananda ®atiafl854-1914), a contemporary of Sainath, ire.,S
Sai Baba of Shirdi. A complete rendering into Esiglof the original text is a colossal and formigabl
task and is far beyond our capacity and competdncie present book, it has been out attemptgb ju
bring out the gist of the original text, but at tirae of course ensuring as best as we can, thatgit of

the original text is not lost.

We do not know to what extent we have been abéelhdeve the above objective but if this book, itespi
of whatever deficiencies and shortcomings it mayhbeging, still succeeds in satisfying the reader's
interest even in a small measure and enthuseswsakiens in him the desire and yearning for diving
deeper into the spiritual lore, for which purpodmiradant spiritual literature is available, it would
highly gratifying to us indeed.

It is a bold attempt made by us, and it is our ffenth and belief that it is Grace of and guidaficen
Guru Nath Sri Narasimha Saraswati alone, that Biset us in our venture.

We make our obeisance to Sri Guru Nath and hiswannanifestations including Sri Manik Prabhu, Sri
Swami Samarth Akkalkot Maharaj and Sri Sai Baba.

It may be mentioned here, that before the printihthe Book was started, we had the unique fortafne
Sri Sathya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi 'Singning HiesBings' on the manuscript. This was on 14th May
1984, at Dharmakshetra, during Baba's visit to Baynb

The manuscript was also blessed by Sri SiddharajitMBrabhu Maharaj, during the latter's visit to
Bombay which was also in May 1984. Earlier, it vieesssed by Sri Swami Amalananda of Pen (Panvel)
during the latter's visit once to Chembur.

We cannot conclude this preface without acknowleglgiur deep debt of gratitude to Shri P.B.Paranjpe
(dearly called as Nana), of Suman Nagar, Chembamltiy. It was he who has encouraged us all
through and instilled in us confidence and helpedcamplete this scared book. Shri Nana is a very
saintly person and is an example of extreme huymiiteat devotion, selfless love and al goodnessisH

a highly endowed spiritual soul and many come to fuir spiritual succor.

It is with his endeavours that Sri Swami SamartihMia Kalyana Kendra was founded in 1981 with its
centre at Apta (Karnala) Panvel Taluka, RaigadrleistMaharashtra, for the propagation of teachings
and Philosophy of Sri Akkalkot Maharaj. We are datlihg this Book to this Vishwa Kalyana Kendra.
With Pranams unto the Guru Padukas of Gangapurpeaying that they would be ever showering their
grace and succour on all.

Introduction 2

The 'Shri Guru Charitra' is the life of 'Shri GuRattatreya' (an incarnation of Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheshwara). It was originally written in Ovi for(a Marathi Metre) in Marathi by Shri Saraswati
Gangadhar, whose ancestor Sayamdev had personallydnd served with devotion, Guru Narasimha
Saraswati, an incarnation of Shri Dattatreya alé@@ years ago. It was later translated into Satfgkri



Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati (Tembye Swamy), whegarded by many as an incarnation of Shri
Dattatreya and who lived about a hundred years Hgbas been later translated into several other
languages.

This volume is regarded as divine, capable of bigssne and all who read it with respect and ic@th
with images of Gods and adored in almost all degiteouses of Maharashtra. It is much respected and
is very popular like Vedas, Ramayan, Mahabharatagdivat and other puranas in sanskritand
Dnyaneshwari, Dasbodh, Eknathi Bhagwat etc. in Marén the last century, it has spread its infloen
far and wide and legion are the experiences gothdge devotees who read it regularly with respect.

Shri Dattatreya had taken birth at the Ashram of &bd Anasuya in very very old times (Krita Yuga)
and it is believed that his two incarnations nanliyipada Shri Vallabha and Shri Narasimha Saraswat
had taken place in the Deccan in about the 14thl&tld Century(A. D.) respectively. Shri Manikya
Prabhu, Shri Akkalkot Maharaj, Shri Sai Baba ofr@hand Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati are some of
the great Saints who are considered as the Av@atearnations) or Amsas (taking a part of His payer
of Shri Dattatreya.

This is the historical period when the Bahamaniggiom was split up into five different Kingships,eon
of which viz,'Bidar' is mentioned in this volum&hti Guru Charitra' depicts the life missions afgé
two incarnations.

The original volume contains 52 chapters and itwistten in the form of conversation between
Naamdharak and his spiritual Guru Shri Siddha Mutio was a disciple of Shri Narasimha Saraswati.
Several miraculous deeds are associated with thes&urus - 5 such deeds are relating to Shripdwlia S
Vallabh (chapters 5 to 10) and 26 are relatinghao Narasimha Saraswati, (chapters 11 to 51) beside
many mythological (pouranik) tales have also beamated in this volume by way of illustration. The
main aim of the book is to extol the greatnessef$piritual preceptor (Guru) and to dispel theoigmt
notion that He is just another human.

According to researches made in connection with Gbru Charitra, by a Gurubhakta, Shri R. K. alias
Annasaheb Kamat of Durga Datta Mandir, Mashail, ,G&lri Guru Charitra' contains 'Shri Guru Geeta'
as its 49th chapter. It is composed of 176 Sansklitas and 34 Marathi Ovis - 13 at the begining) 2h

in the end. In some of the latter scripts it sedms$ this chapter of Shri Guru Geeta is deleteobably it
being in Sanskrit and the 41st chapter is splitrip two chapters, keeping the number of chaptess t
same i. e. 52. The gist of Shri Guru Geeta is o@tlin this volume. (Shri Guru Gita is a dialogue
between Shri Siva and His Divine consort Shri Paevad forms a part of Skanda Puran. It deals wiéh
greatness of Guru and establishes that Guru isnBraliuru is Vishnu, Guru is Maheswara, why, it
proclaims, Guru is identical with Para Brahma, Vithaonsidered the Origin of all including the Ttyni

of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara. Since Sri Daftatie also an incarnation of the three DeitiesjdHe
revered as the Adi Guru. Shri Dattatreya is an AsinAvatar, i.e. He did not shed His body when His
mission was completed like Sri Rama, Sri Krishra, ddut is continuing even today. His mission is to
help all His devotees cross this Ocean of Worldigtence.)

The research scholars of Medical Sciences haveod gpportunity of thinking over and analysing the
means that have been used by Shri Guru for cuaewtk gastric pain, leprosy, toxic irritations,ival to

life, sterilty of females etc. Of course it is aindtted fact that the yogic and Divine power of iShuru

iIs mainly responsible for these miracles to a ges&nt. Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi also performedilaim
'miracles’ to reinforce the faith of His devotees.

In order that the general public, males and femalesuld be acquainted with the contents of théeagr
popular volume, a humble attempt was made by thisoa and 'Subodh Shri Guru Charitra’ in Marathi
prose was published in November, 1952, on DattantagMargashirsh Poornima). The author desires to
bring about an edition in Hindi, the National laage of Bharat and also an English edition of tloigko
for the interested readers spread all over thedworl

It is an experienced fact that the reading of ditehature gives mental peace to those who areiagbrr
due to different miseries of this worldly life aatbo encourages and guides them to go ahead qathe
of self-emancipation by making their lives sublieme full of highest bliss.

Chapter 1a - Namdharak is blessed with the Visioof Sri Guru
Nath

To transcribe into finite language, in the confinédimited vocabulary, the infinite glory and elfi@nce
of Guru Dattatreya, the unified manifestation c¢ ®upreme Trinity - Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara,



is an impossible task for any. Even the Vedasdadled beat a retreat faltering an excuse 'Not thisot
this....., etc. But even so, if at least a smadl aimgle ray of Supreme effulgence of the Godheadle
captured, that is enough to redeem the world. Anouigh divine grace, the impossible becomes passibl
to some or a little extent at least.

Saraswati Gangadhara, the blessed devotee of BtttavSri Narasimha Saraswati, before settingmut t
write the sacred Guru Charitra (the life storylod Avatar), invokes the grace of Lord Ganesha. dvith
Lord Ganesha's grace, nothing can be achieved.sHdaingala Murthi, the embodiment of all the
auspicious attributes and the abode of all augpériess. He is most easily pleased, responds
instantaneously, and bestows his grace ever readilywhosoever calls out to him. He makes the
impossible possible. With his grace and help thgesdyasa could compose the incomparable and
monumental Mahabharata, the ever greatest of tios.eparaswati Gangadhara extols Lord Ganesha as
follows:

"You are the remover of all obstacles.You keep yarge fan-like ears always waving. The air-waves
produced thereby drive away all the obstacles énptiith of your devotees. In your stomach resthall t
worlds, and that is why you are extolled as Lambad&ven all the gods have to worship you alors,fir
before undertaking any of their divine tasks. lyprngou have to bless this venture of mine and hnadp
through....."

Next, Saraswati Gangadhara invokes the grace ohé&idaraswati, the bestower of all knowledge and
wisdom. He prays 'Oh Mother! you are the Motheratifthe Vedas. Without grace, man cannot
pronounce even a syllable. You are the life-forekiid the 'sound' faculty of men. You are the intkwve

in all the four-fold aspects of sound, viz., P&asyanti, Madhyama and Vaikhari-is from the subtés
the grossesf expressions of sound. | beseech ylete me and help me in this venture of mine....'
Saraswati Gangadhara next prays to the Trimurtistargri Dattatreya. He prays 'Oh Lord! You are the
Primeval Guru.... You are the one who incarnateth@Kali age as Sri Narasimha Saraswati to redeem
people from their ignorance and their ills. Withi faith, that you alone are going to steer me tigtothis
colossal venture, | am setting out upon this tégk. like the child trying to catch the moon byeithing

out its hand, but even so, | have complete faityon, that you will help me through'.

Thus Saraswati Gangadhara starts the divine narafihe Guru Charitra.

As a prelude, he gives a brief account of his lygeand of his immediate forbears. He belongs to the
Kaundinya Gotra. He is of the fourth generatiothi& line reconing from Sayamdev. Sayamdev's son was
Nagnath and Nagnath's son was Deorao. All of tharevstaunch devotees and worshippers of Guru
Nath. Sayamdev and Nagnath had the blessed pevilegeing the closest disciples of Guru Nath and o
serving the master in his life-time. It was becaabe¢he merit earned by them, that one among their
family, Saraswati Gangadhara, could become anuim&nt of the Lord to write about the divine Leelas
of the great Dattavatara, for the benefit of hurtyaaind the world. It should, however, be understibad

the life of any great Saint or Master, and muchergw of an Avatar like that of Sri Narasimha Saedgw

is like a huge ice-berg lying submerged in thedrowvaters of the ocean, and showing but a tinyt ores
pinnacle afloat on the waters. What will be disddento human eyes is just the tiny portion aflabbve

the waters, but not the mountain-sized iceberg suged under the waters. So also in the following
account of Guru Nath's life, it is but a fractidnhis glory that will be delineated. It is impodsilfor any

to describe the Avatar's full glory. He is a mygtbeyond all human comprehension. Now begins the
sacred Guru Charitra narrative.

There was once a devotee by the name of Namdhesad, had a great yearning to visit the holy
Gangapur for darsan of sacred Guru Padukas, tlgeitNirPadukas of Dattavatar Sri Narasimha Saraswati
Deva, enshrined there. He had heard much mostratiglaecdotes, how Guru Nath continues to shower
his grace on all seekers, even after his Mahamastnd that a pilgrimage to Gangapur is sure othgo

the mind, to satiate the yearnings of the hearguench the thirst of the should, and to allayttheger of

the spirit, for all the devotees. With great expdons and hopes, Namdharak set out from his far of
village to Gangapur. The journey was long and anduble was very exhausted and had lost all stamina.
He was seized with despair as to whether he wauldve and be able to reach the destination at all.

Lo! No mother ever forsakes her child. The cow cerseeking it's calf. Namdharak had a wondrous
dream. Guru Nath Sri Narasimha Saraswati Deva stioeie before him, casting his benevolent looks
upon him and placing his hand on his (Namdhardiés)d as a token of his blessings. Namdharak's joy
knew no bounds. He fell at Guru Nath's feet. HEgsamt long hymns of praise to the Lord. He offered
mental worship to him. He collected the dust fromder the feet of the Lord and smeared it on his own
forehead and all over his body. He was overwhelméu joy.



Chapter 1 - Namdharak sees Shri Guru in Dream.

A devotee of Shri Guru by name Namdharak, greatyrivd due to domestic miseries, left home and
started on foot with the intense desire of seeimg Guru. While on his way, he was praying to Shuiru

all the time.

'Oh, Guru, all say, 'Thou art Paras' (the Philosoplstone that turns iron into gold by mere tou&hit
then why should | be required to suffer so muchugh | have been reciting your name all the tinmel a
having full faith in you?'

‘In this KaliYuga, you are the incarnation of Tririiu(three principal Gods - Brahma,Vishnu and
Maheshwar.) Oh,Shri Narasimha Saraswathi, you leeGuide to and treasure of the kindness to the
devotees.’

'‘As a mother does not forsake her child, in theesaray please do not keep me away from yourself, as
you are my mother, father, brother, sister, friaethtive - one and all.’

'You are the protector of this Universe, donor aid§ you have all the knowledge. You made Bali, the
king of Patal, you gave Bibhishan the Kingdom ohka (Ceylon). You made this Earth devoid of the
Kshatriya race and then gave it in charity to tmahBnins. You offered ever-lasting place to Dhru&at
what did you receive in return from every one a#sy? If you have received nothing, then what can an
innocent human-being like myself offer you, who Hatf the Lord of Lakshmi (Goddess of Wealth) is?'
'When a child, on the lap of its mother, opensriith to drink milk, what does the mother expeactrir

the child? It does not become you, a great Givérooins, to first receive and then to give.'

'All the wells on the earth do not adore Varun, @al of rains, but yet Varun gives rains in aburmdatio

one and all.’

'My forefathers have been your devotees for gelmarst| possess only this treasure of servicesyf m
family unto you.

Kindly give me some loan from this treasure, amlia very peculiar circumstances. | am seeking your
shelter considering and You, on your part, overlogkmisdeeds and do not be angry with me.’

'If a mother is angry with the child, the child kedather's shelter. You are my Mother and Fatber $o

will you not protect me, an innocent child? Are ymat even inclined to listen to my miserable tale?'
Being tired of walking, he sat down under a tree apon he was asleep. In his dream, he saw a
Personality with hair-locks on head, ash markingsab the body and face full of kindness. He soon
recognized him to be Shri Guru, who applied asbdsig forehead and placed his blessing hand on his
head.

Chapter 2 - Siddha Muni Guides Namdharak

Namdharak was greatly amazed to see the dreamwikeaand began to proceed further on his path.
While going he was all the time thinking over theam, he had seen in the previous night. He now
observed that similar personality, alike that sbgrhim in the dream, was coming from the front. He
prostrated himself humility before him and saidgtiyare my mother and father. Kindly favor me, an
orphan child. Kindly tell me your name and placeesfidence.’

The Siddha Muni said, 'l am a Yogi. | live on eaatid in heaven also. | have been visiting holy gdac
and now | have come here. | am a disciple of ShruGarasimha Saraswathi, who resides at Ganagapur
near Sangam, the meeting place of the Bhima and@enavers. He is in the incarnation of Thrimustie
and always found in meditation. He has come toehish for the salvation of his devotees. His desst
get food, cows and other wealth in abundance'

Hearing this Namdharak asked him, 'Though my fdhefs have been devotees of Shri Guru for
generations, why should be in such adverse condRRiWill you kindly satisfy me in this respect?'

Shri Siddha said ,"You say that you worship ShriuGand yet complain adversities. Then it seems that
you are not worship Shri Guru wholeheartedly. EWfe8hri Vishnu or Shri Shiva is angry with his
devotee, Shri Guru can surely protect him. Buthifi&uru is enraged, even Shri Vishnu or Shiva cann
protect him.'

Namdharak said, 'Kindly tell me why Shri Guru isdsto be the incarnation of Trimurtis - Bhrama,
Vishnu, and Mahesh. How is it that if Shri Gurweiwaged none else can protect? Where can | fisd thi
reference? Kindly explain all this to me, so thgtmind would become more firm in devotion’

Shri Siddha said, 'Four vedas came out as uttesaofdeur headed Brahma. From the Vedas 18 Puranas
were construed. Brahma Vaivarta is one of thesdtandstated in it that in the Dwapur Yuga, Vytds
Vishnu incarnate, spread the light of knowledgeEanth, through such volumes known as Brahma



Sutras. Rishies and Munis listened to the tale®m fviyas, which | am narrating to you.

'‘Once upon a time , KaliYuga asked Brahma abouGtteatness of Shri Guru'.

Namdhrak intervened asking, 'Why did Brahma narfageto Kali?'

Shri Siddha proceed saying, 'In the start of evmtudinarayan, Shri Vishnu was lying on a leaiMat.

He desired and lotus came out of his umbilicus. iOwas seated Brahma, who looked to the four
directions and he got four heads. He thought thawas all Supreme. Realizing this Shri Vishnu sthile
and said 'Ah, | am here, bow to me'. Brahma bowelirh and praised him. Being pleased Shri Vishnu
asked Brahma to create this Universe. Shri Vistanediim four Vedas and also told him to create this
world according to the process given in the Vedas.

Brahma then created this World, which has severat@e and inanimate things such as:-

1) Swedaj : those born of perspiration as bugs etc.

2) Andaj : those coming out of eggs as birds,

3) Jaraj : those begetting from placenta i.e., wasibuman beings and

4) Udbhij : i.e. coming out of earth i.e. plantss@pers,trees etc.

Similarly Brahma created three Lokas (Worlds.).sTjiocess of creation has been stated in the Brahma
Vaivarta Purana in the following manner :-

Brahma called every Yuga one after the other akddaBim to go on Earth. First came Krith Yuga, who
did not speak a lie was learned and devoid of famitachments, had sacred thread and necklace of
Rudraksha-beads around the neck. He said, 'Thdegpebgarth speak a lie, and are sinful. How cgo |
and stay their? Brahma said, 'Stay there for somme 1 shall be sending another Yuga to follow you'
Then came Treta Yuga. Fat in body possessed artdflesacrifice in his hands. In this Yuga people
performed sacrifices and abode by the rules dfieis and rituals and most of them were Brahmins.
After the Treta Yuga, Dwapaur Yuga is approacheahBra. He had arrows and other weapons in his
hands. He was both kind and wicked. Virtue andagre both visible in him.

Lastly Kali Yuga was called for ghost like appeamnthoughtless heart, old age, struggling and
despising mentality were his characteristics. Haedefore Brahma and began dancing and uttering
childish words. At one moment he laughed, at andtkewelted and then abuse anybody. Seeing him in
such strange mood, Brahma asked, 'Why are you reak@dbusing so fifthly?'

Kali replied, 'l shall win over people by these tmeans. | am not afraid of anybody.'

Brahma smiled and told me to go the Earth and shevinfluence of his evil intentions.

Kali said, 'l selfish, destroyer of Dharma, | ligaarrel, despising and | long for the wealth andesiof
others. | am a friend to those who pretend to baimt and | am an enemy of all the virtuous.'

Brahma told him, 'In Kali Yuga the span of lifetbe human beings would be only hundred years.dn th
former Yugas, as the life span was too long pefiplewed the path of penance and devotion in otder
attain supreme knowledge. In Kali Yuga, a man dsairasalvation, the observing penance and devotion
for less time. You should help such virtuous pesson

Kali said,'Such virtuous men are my enemies. | &adiof such persons. How should | then go to the
Earth?' Brahma said , 'Take Kal and Atma with yihey will destroy the religious mindedness and even
induce virtuous persons to commit sins.'

Kali said, 'They are enemies, who abide by theji@ti and are devotees of Vishnu and Siva, whorliste
to puranas, give charities and who have peacetuttieBut on the contrary, | love those who loveirth
wives and children, dishonor their parents who @es¥edas and Sastras, who see separateness in
Vishnu and Siva and despise them. ' Brahma sadill, &fe clever. People will follow you and act as pe
your wishes as soon as you go there. If a few perace virtuous, you do not trouble them.'

Kali said, 'l am cruel. Please tell me how | sholuddp the virtuous? Please direct me as to hovollsh
behave on the Earth.’

Brahma said, 'l am sending Kal and Atma also widb who will direct you. The virtuous only can will
you, all others will soon be your slaves.'

Kali asked, 'How is a Sadhu (Saint) to be knownahBia said 'Please do not harass the learned and
those who worship Hari, Hara, who serve parentsjsGand Brahmins, cows and plants as Tulsi, you
need not affect these'. Kali again asked, 'Wheitdsmportance of a Guru? How he is to be known?'
Brahma said 'Alphabet (gu) means Siddha and (R)(Bhdmply Shri Ganesh who is Guru. Shiva,
Vishnu, Brahma, parents are all Gurus of this Eafthowledge imbibed with devotion and rational
thinking (viveka) is seen in the heart of the Gutudy of Dharma and Shastras without Guru isdutil
He directs in action, thought, devotion and disinéion. One cannot surpass worldly miseries withou
the help and guidance of Guru. He throws a flaght lon the dark illusionary path. Service to theuGu
makes one pure in body, speech and thinking. | gisltell a tale as an example.



On the bank of Godavari, there was the Ashram djiras Rishi. Many disciples were being trained in
this Ashram. One disciple named Sandeepak senge@iniu, Veda Dharma, with great devotion. Once
Veda Dharma Muni gathered his disciples togethdrsand, 'If you really love me, do as I bid you.'

All replied, 'Gurudev, we shall act as per your awend, for one who doesn't obey his Guru, goeslto he
and cannot get salvation.'

The Guru said, 'l have committed sins in my presibirths. The effect of many of them has been wiped
off by my penance, but still some of them are irgy. | will not get salvation unless | suffer teeil
effects of these sins with my body. I, thereforéshato go to Kashi, stay there and get rid of th&rs.
You have to attend on me and serve me during #i®g One who is strong enough should undertake
this hard task'.

Sandeepak accepted this bid. Veda Dharma saisl pétter to get rid of the sins so long as onesoasid
health, otherwise they spread like poison. So ukhgo to a holy place and suffer the bad effegtseti.
Even Gods have to suffer, then how can a humary b&m myself avoid the same'.

Sandeepak said, 'Kindly tell me what | should dghdll spare no pains in serving you.'

Veda Dharma said, 'l shall become blind, lame alegher, you will have to serve me for 21 yearsuaohs
condition. If you are resolute, then only you slibatcept this job.'

Sandeepak said, 'Gurudev, | resolve that | shadl Be blind, lame and a leper and serve you delyoted
and see that you get rid of all the sins'.

Veda Dharma was much pleased with his words. Hiadursaid, 'One should suffer the evil effects of
one's sins oneself and should not allow the saheopupil or anyone else to suffer for him. Thessinll

not be wiped off unless they are borne by one's loody. It is very taxing to serve a diseased perSon
you will have to take troubles even more than nfygdéase take me to Kashi and do serve me there.'
Sandeepak assured his Guru and soon he took hifaghi. They lived there at Kambaleshwar to the
North of Mankarnika. The Muni took a bath in Manki&e and worshiped Vishweshwar and began to
suffer the pangs of diseases. As the time passelbmmosy developed all over his body and he became
blind losing his eyesight. His body was petrifigddaus, blood and germs flowed out of it. He beigan
have fits also. Still Sandeepak took all painsucsa his Guru with great devotion. He used to baimgs
daily for his Guru, fed him and served him, thirgkimm to be Kashi Vishweshwar.

Veda Dharma being in a diseased condition, becaraeigh by nature and often was enraged and spoke
harsh words to his disciple, Sandeepak. Some dayoléd not take food, some day he would abuse him
cruelly for bringing insufficient for undelicioudras. Some day he would throw away the food in anger
and despair. Sometimes he would even beat him algvéinother time he would complain that he did
not clean his body, wounds, clothes smeared wathl stnd urine and consequently he was much troubled
by flies. When Sandeepak was attending on him, txeldvsay why did he not go out for alms. In this
way Sandeepak was harassed every now and then.

Yet Sandeepak tried his best to bring good delifood and vegetables as directed by his Guru. gihou
he was living in Kashi, he never went to the Vishwar temple to worship and see the most holy shrine
of Vishweshwar. Similarly he did not think of angher thing but he solely devoted himself to thesmg

and giving best service to his Guru, whom he resgeas God Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma. Though the
Guru got enraged off and on, he did not retorthigrs

Seeing his such devoted service to his Guru, Kedsweshwar was so pleased that he appeared before
him and told him to ask for some favor or blessiBgndeepak replied, 'Without the approval of myuGur

| cannot ask for your blessings'. He then camddairu and said 'Kashi Vishweshar is pleased figr of
me some blessing. If you permit me, | shall pray ko remove your physical pangs and give you sound
health.'

Hearing this, Veda Dharma was enraged. He sai@ndé®epak: 'Do not pray Vishweshwar for my health.
If I do not suffer these pangs, | will have to suffin the next birth and this would abstract myhpat
salvation.’

Sandeepak returned to Kashi Vishweshwar, and totg hMy Guru doesn't like me to accept any
blessings from you. ' Being amazed Kashi Vishwestwent to Shri Vishnu and reported this wonderful
incident to him.

Hearing this, Shri Vishnu and Shri Kashi Vishweshwasired to see this disciple and his Guru and so
they both came to Kashi and approached Sandeepek/iShnu said, 'Oh Sandeepak, | am pleased with
your devotion to your Guru. You may ask for whagreyou desire. | shall fulfill your wishes.'

Sandeepak said, 'Oh Narayan, even after undertgengnce in dense forest for infinite period, you
disappoint your devotees. But when neither did tskigp you, nor recite your name, why should you be
pleased with me and ask me to have a boon from' you?



Shri Vishnu said, 'Whatever devoted service yowehandered to your Guru, has been received by me. |
love such disciples very much. | am under his &fice and | willingly offer him my blessings. | like
wife's devotion to her husband, bowing to Brahmisscetics and Sanyasis, and such persons come to
my place in the end.’

Sandeepak said, 'Oh Mahavishnu, | have full fdittt t shall attain all knowledge of Vedas and Siaast
from my Guru. As Guru is my God, Trimurties (Brahkighnu and Mahesh) are within my reach,
whatever blessings you give me, | shall be gettiegsame easily from my Guru. | am, therefore,isgrv
my Guru devotedly.'

On this Shri Vishnu said pleasingly, 'Sandeepak, @ the best amongst all the disciples. You are m
loving child. Shri Shiva and myself are pleasechwibur devotion. Ask for a boon.'

Sandeepak said, 'If you are so keen to favor mb your blessings, kindly give me such guidance as
would enable me to serve my Guru with still moread®n.'

Shri Vishnu said, 'Amen! We offer you what you deslou have known Guru and also experienced Par-
Brahma in yourself. The word Guru contains only @lphabets, still it is the ocean of nectar. Onleo w
dips into it even for a moment, will cross this digr ocean. One who always remembers Guru is
respected in all Lokas.'

When Sandeepak went to his Guru, the Guru askedWhat did Mahavishnu give you?'

Sandeepak replied,'| asked him to guide me to segvguru with more devotion and he was pleased to
give me this blessing. | wish | should serve youl aed incessantly'.

Hearing this Veda Dharma too was extremely pleadedsaid,'You are the best of all the disciplesuYo
should stay in Kashi. What ever you say will beetriYou will receive the wealth of Kubera (God of
Wealth), the miseries of those who remember yoliowsiine to an end'.

The same moment, the body of Veda Dharmamuni bedaakhy and bright. He had suffered from
leprosy and other pangs only for testing his discip

In this way, Brahma told Kali this tale of Sanddepah, Namdhrak, you should also worship Shri Guru
with such devotion and then only, you shall eapigs over the worldly miseries. Control your sense,
Karma, Dnyan and also heart and other by you will even the Great God i.e., Parameshwar.'

Chapter 3 - Durwas Curses King Ambarish

Namdharak - 'Swamiji, you have removed my doubgiving me the knowledge of the greatness of Shri
Guru. | am much pleased at heart. Will you kindiform me where you stay? What is your food? | wish
to be in your service. Kindly accept me as youcigis'.

Shri Siddha embraced him with affection and bleg$im said "You will see that miraculous incidents
are occurring at the dwelling place of Shri Gurtudging the life of shri Guru is like draining nect |
always read this life again and again' saying lieishowed his sacred book titled (Life of Shri Guou
Namdharak and further said, 'Whatever pleasure@alsstatus we desire, we shall get it soon bylirep
this. We shall not be affected by any disease necudue to displeasure of the planets or otheorsas
The sin of killing a Brahmin, is also wiped offtifis book is read with devotion and concentratibn o
mind'.

Namdhrak - 'Oh the Ocean of kindness, you appeiette Shri guru himself. | wish to know the life o
Shri Guru. Will you please remove the darkness gfigmnorance by the light of this life of Shri Guru,
which is as bright as the Sun?'

Shri Siddha assured him and holding his hand taokit a lovely place, seated him under Ashwatha tre
which is like Kalpa Vriksha, i.e. a tree fulfillingne's desires and began to narrate him the néaadife

of Shri Guru.

He told him, "You do not know how to serve Shri Gand hence you have to suffer from anxieties,gain
and miseries. You should therefore, try to knowi &uru by good actions and firm belief'.

Namdharak - 'My body is burning due to threefotédiin this earthly ocean. | am obsessed by seeran
and temptation. So kindly take me in the boat afvidedge, steer it by the wind of kindness and tiue
salvation to me'.

Shri Siddha said, "You need not be anxious. Yol suitely be relieved of your miseries, engrossed in
illusion and temptation, those who doubt the gpematver of Shri Guru, they have always to suffer from
poverty and hardship. So give up suspicion. ShnuGa an Ocean of Kindness. He will give you
everything. Just as clouds give rain everywhemilaily Shri Guru gives showers of kindness. Asevat
is stored in the deep portions of earth and orrdoky place, so an individual attains Shri Gura'gof.
Therefore worship Shri Guru wholeheartedly.'

10



Namdhrak - 'My mind is clear now and | am anxicuisten to the life story of Shri Guru. Kindly kehe
why Shri Guru took birth in Bharat?'

Shri Siddha - 'Oh I my good disciple, you have givespiration to me. Shri Guru's life is like
Kamadhenu. You will get all the four valours ordas viz., religion, wealth, pleasure and salvation.

'Shri Hari and Shri Hara have to come this Eartthinform of different species at different times the
benefits of their devotees. Three Murtis have thadierent characteristics - Brahma's Raj, Vishnu's
Satwa and Shiva's Tam. But these do not existsaha

'In former times there lived a King by name Amblrisle observed Ekadahsi fast (11th day of every
fortnight dark and bright). He induced Shri Vishowcome to Earth.

'In order to test Ambarish's Ekadashi Vrat, Duri®ishi came to him as a guest. That day Sadhan
Dwadashi was only for 24 minutes after Sunrise. Arigh received the Rishi warmly, worshiped him
and requested him to return soon for dinner fimghiis morning bath and rituals.

'‘Durvas went to the river, took bath and startédhts. Seeing that the time for Dwadashi (12th afy
fortnight) was finishing and fearing the break of Wrat, Ambarish took holy water and dines. In the
meanwhile Durvas returned and seeing that Ambdréhdined before him, he was enraged and so he
cursed Ambarish.

'‘Ambarish prayed Shri Vishnu, Protector of devote®lsri Vishnu came from Vaikunth, his abode.
Ambarish told Shri Vishnu that Durvas had for nasen cursed him to take birth in different species.
Shri Vishnu told Durvas that he had cursed Ambaiiskain and that he should curse him (Vishnu)
instead of Ambarish.

'‘Durvas thought that people on Earth cannot see\&iinu, so it would be better to ask Shri Vishou
descend on Earth with Shri Lakshmi for the salvatid the people. So he said to Shri Vishnu, "You
should descend on the Earth ten times'.

Chapter 4 - Birth of Shri Dattatraya

'In the first instance there was all water everysghdhen an egg
"Hiranya garbha' (with Gold inside) came into exigte. Universe
has come out of it. Due to "Raj' Brahma came iaxigtence. He
is known as Hiranyagarbha. It broke into two hetnésps and the
earth and the sky came into existence. Brahma d¢heeted 14
Bhuvans, 10 directions, mind, speech, time, sixrées as desire,
anger etc. Brahma created seven sons (manas poaa®ly -
1.Marichi, 2.Atri, 3.Angiras, 4. Pulasti, 5. Pulaléa Kratu and 7.
Vashishtha. Of these Shri Guru took birth in theide of Atri.
'‘Anasuya (devoid of hatred) was the devoted wifé\wof Rishi.
She was very beautiful also. Seeing her exceptidesbtion to
her husband, the Gods in heaven began to feastina¢day she
might overcome them. Hence Indra and other Godst wen
Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh and said to them, 'How arze
« describe the greatness of the devotion of Anasoyet husband
U Atri. She served her husband with body, mind aneesp . She
also serves guests giving them desired food. Nagterns
e disappointed from her place. Fire, Sun and Windaise afraid of

: SRS her. We all are afraid of her. She may sometime ouiar this
heaven. Therefore kindly do something to give lisfte
Hearing this, Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh said angwike shall test her devotion'.
Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh came to Atri Muni's Ashia the mendicants' disguise, when Atri had
been out to the river for daily rituals. The memdits said to Anasuya, 'We are very hungry. Give us
food. We have come here hearing your good nameffiering the guests their desired food'.
Anasuya bowed to them respectfully and said, 'Yleage return soon after finishing your bath andydai
rituals’.
The three Gods replied, 'We have already taken dnadhfinished the rituals. Atri Rishi may take titae
return. Better you serve us food soon'.
Anasuya seated them on carpets and began senadgfoleaf-plates. The guests said to Anasuya, 'We
have one more desire. We have come here from adimtgnce as we have heard of your beauty. We
wish you to put off your garments and then servevitis food. If you do not comply with this. We shal
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leave this place without meals'.

This made Anasuya bitterly anxious. She realizet #ome great personages have come to test her
chastity. She thought that if they return withoood she would lose sanctity of her penance. Belgvi
that her mind is pure and that her husband's penaicprotect her in this ordeal, she told thexgu
have your food without any doubt. | shall serve fm@ad as you desire'.

She went into her kitchen and remembering her mashaut off her garments and saying "The guests are
like my children’, she came out to serve food ®dhests. Instantly all the three Gods were tramsfd

into three newly born crying babies. She was fedito see three crying babies. She put on hehedot
and took the babies one after the other to hersbriea feeding. What great power does a Pativrata
possess? Those who have 14 bhuvans, 7 oceansandthe belly, were all satisfied with the littheilk

in her breast. Anasuya thus became the motheredhtiee Great Gods. She placed them in a cradle and
pulled the string to and fro and began singingahits.

It was midday. Atri Rishi returned from the rivdtea finishing his rituals. He was very much assbrad

to see Anasuya pulling the string of a cradle andisg songs. Anasuya narrated all that had hapgpene
Atri Rishi by power of intuition knew that the bakiwere Trimurties and so he bowed to them. Thethr
Gods were also much pleased. They stood beforeanidhtold Atri to ask for a boon. Atri said to
Anasuya, 'You may ask for whatever you desire'.

Anasuya said, 'These babies should stay in thisafstas our sons'. The Trimurties readily complied.
Anasuya began to nurse and feed them. Brahma wasrnkas Chandra, Vishnu was called Datta and
Mahesh was called Durvas.

After some time Chandra and Durvas told their motheasuya that they both were going away for
penance and that the third Datta would be stayiitig iner; she should know him as Trimurti. Afterghi
chandra and Durvas went away, Chandra went to Calnkdand Durvas went to he forest for penance.
Datta or Dattatraya remained with Anasuya. Datyatia the founder of the seat of shri Guru.

Chapter 5 - Birth of Shripad Shri Vallabha

Shri Siddha - 'Namdharak, Shri Vishnu had severedrinations as
i Matsya (Fish), Kachha (Tortoise), Varah (Bear), ddanha (Man
with lion's head), Vamana, Parasurama, Rama, KaisBoddha and
Kalki to protect the Sadhus and punish the wicked.
Bhagiratha did his utmost to bring the Ganges enBEhrth for the
salvation of his forefathers, the Sagar Kings. Birlyi a Brahmin
women worshipped Shri Dattatraya and hence Shiabaya took
birth from her womb. I shall now narrate this tadeyou.

‘A Brahmin named Apalraj lived at Peethapur in Hast. Sumatha
was his most devoted wife. On one Amavasya dayethes an
anniversary day at the house of Apalraj. On thgt®tai Datta came
in disguise to his house for alms. Generally almes raot given to

! beggars, on the anniversary day. But though tharBias invited for

. the ceremony had not dined, Sumatha offered hins.altence Shri

| Datta was much pleased and he disclosed his dafpearance to
her. She humbly bowed to Shri Datta who said, 'Mntlvhat do
you desire?".

She said, ' You are a treasure of kindness andgiostof the devotees. You are well-Known in adl ii?
Bhuwans. You just called me "mother'. | begot akitg but some of them died soon and of those tleat a
surviving, one is blind and one is lame. | therefteel my life to be futile without a good son. istv |
should have a son who would be world famous ancdhéghlike yourself. Will you fulfill this desire of
mine?".

Shri Datta said, 'You will have a son well knownHKaliYuga. You abide by his wishes. He will be
learned. He will fulfill all your desires'. Sayinigis Shri Datta disappeared.

Sumatha told this to her husband. He too was miedsed. Both believed that Shri Datta himself will
come to their home in the form of a child. The targbsaid, 'Shri Datta lives at Mahur and Kolaphig.
comes in the mendicant's form daily alms at middau should always give him alms'.

Sumatha told her husband that she had offered &winghri Datta that day even before the Brahmins
invited for performing the Shraddha had dined. Tiheband said You did very well My forefathers will
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be more satisfied, as Shri Datta himself has taes to day. As you have obtained blessings fram hi
you will surely get a son. You need not worry'.

Thus they were passing their time with pleasuren&a became pregnant. After the full period of nine
months, she gave birth to a son. Brahmins foretiodd this child will be a great Guru and an ascetic
Thinking him to be an incarnation of Shri Datta,ii@s called after one of Datta's name "Shripad, Hi
thread ceremony was performed when he was seves gieh Even at this age, he knew all four Vedas,
Mimansa, Thark (Logic) etc. All people wonderecht brilliancy and said he must be a God in human
form. He taught the Brahmins of the city varioubjsats as Achar, Vyuawahar, Prayaschitta, Vedant,
Bhashya, Vedarth etc. When Shripad was sixteersyaaage his parent began to think of his marriage.
Shripad warned that would marry with the womanezhMtiisintrigation. All other ladies liked mother to
him. He said, 'l am a Brahmachari and an ascetiovd Yoga and my name is Shri Vallabha. | now
intend to go to the forests for observing penameceabtaining divine knowledge.'

Hearing this, the parents recollected the wordShoi Datta, the mendicant and realized that he evoul
have his own way. Still due to affection, they weeey much aggrieved. The mother said, 'we expected
you to protect us in our old age'. Saying so theherobecame unconscious. Shripad consoled her and
said, 'Do not be anxious. | shall give you what waish. Believe in me and live happily'.

The mother said, 'My Dear son, | forgot all my poex miseries only on account of you and | chedshe
great hope that you would protect us in our old. e have two other sons; but one is lame and the
other is blind, who will look after them?'

Shripad looked at his lame and blind brother wehtar like sight. Instantly the blind brother gat kight

and lame one got his legs. Both became learned;vexded in Vedas, Shastras and Vyakaran. Thy
prostrated before Shripad Shri Valabha and he édedsem. Just as iron is transformed into goldhay t
touch of the philosopher's stone, so both the bretivere enlightened and they became respectable du
to the blessings of Shripad. He then said to thehlers, "You will have sons, grandsons and great
grandsons and you all shall live happily.'

He told his brothers further, 'Serve your parevitas will be happy in this world and shall get sdioa in

the end.’

He then said, to his mother, 'you should be hampy. But your sons will live for 100 years. They il
have sons and daughters and you will see thengliviarrily. They will have wealth for generationgdan
shall be famous for their learning. Now do not gr&vme from going to forest. | have to go to thetho

to guide the Sadhus.'

Saying this, Shripad Swami disappeared and carf@shi where he began to live secretly. After some
days he went to Badri Narayan. He visited holy gdacne after the other and in course of time oge da
reached Gokarna.'

Chapter 6 - Ravana and Gokarna Mahabaleshwar

Namdharak- 'Swami, though Trimurti was Siddha, (Haw ogic power to do and undo things) why did
he visit different holy placed and why did he preBokarna to other places? What is its signific&hce

Shri Siddha 'l am much delighted with your questimill | am encouraged to narrate incidents from Shri
Guru's life. Shripad Shrivallabha reached Gokama @n his way he made disciples and gave them
divine advice.

Gokarna is a sacred place of Shri Shiva and otleeoT welve famous Jyotirlingas. Shri Ganesh founded
here the original Linga-image of Shiva. It is knoastMahabaleshwar, the tale of which | shall nartat
you Now.

'Ravana’s mother Kaikaya (wife of Pulasti Manasapaf Brahma) was a great devotee of Shiva. She
worshiped a new Shiva Linga every day. One daycsiidd not get a new Shiva Linga. Fearing that her
“Vrat' would be futile, she prepared an earthergaiand began to worship it with devotion. Seeing, th
Ravana asked her what she was doing. She saidhbkatvas worshiping a Shiva-Linga. Ravana said,
'You being my mother, it is a great misfortune thati should earthen Shiva Ling. Well what do you
intend to achieve by this worship.?'

Mother replied that thereby she will get a plac&ailas, abode of Shiva after death. Thereupon Rava
said, ‘'why do you take so much troubles? | shatigoKailas itself to you'.

Saying this, he went to Kailas and began to shiakelently with his 20 hands. He tried to liftup. Due

to this action of his, 7 Patals were shaken, Shasled his hood, the tortoise began to tremble feidn.
Amarpur (capital of Indra the King of Gods) and keawere shocked. Parvati went to Shri Shiva with
fear and said, "What has happened to Kailas to tdy&n everyone was distress how are you lying at
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ease? Please do something to check this calamity.’

Shri Shiva said to her, "You need not be anxioasaRa, one of my devotees, is playing a game'.

Parvati entreated, "Kindly protect the Gods whdfted'.

Shri Shiva pressed Ravana's 10 heads and 20 haddsneath the Kailas. Finding himself in distress,
Ravana uttered "Shiva-Shiva' and further prayed Stiva’, | have made a mistake. For give meekse
your shelter. Kindly do not kill me, your devotee.'

Shri Shiva, who is very simple and kind, was pldabg his prayer, so he took him up from breath.
Ravana then cut his head, turned his hands intmylte attached his intestines to serve as musicak.

He then began to chant Samveda and sing other Rag&e tune of this musical instrument. He praised
Shri Shiva in Nine Rasas and Thirtysix Ragas.

Being much pleased by Ravana's performance at geesdnal sacrifice, Shri shiva appeared before him
and said, ‘| am much pleased. Ask for whateverdesire'.

Ravana said "'Oh God of Gods, Laxmi is my maid-sgrviapossess all the 8 treasures. Brahma is my
priest, and all 33 crore Gods are serving me dayréght. The Sun, the Moon, the Varuna and the Wind
also obey me. Agni (Fire God) washes my clotheanXaloes not take away anybody without my
permission. Indrajit is my son and Kumbakarna isbmyther. Kamadhenu is at my doors. Now | have
come to take away Kailas with me as my mother basmed a "Vrat' to worship you daily. Kindly fuilfi

my mother's desire.'

Kailaspati Shri Shiva said, "If your mother wishesvorship me, what is the necessity of taking &satio

her. | shall give you Atma-Linga which will fulfithll her desires instantly. It is just like my soul

Saying this, he gave his Atma-Linga to Ravana aid, SAfter bath, place this at a holy place regjti
Rudra sukta and worship it with 108 lap recitatidra particular mantra). One, who worships thisgain
continuously for 3 years, will again my prowesseOwho possesses this Linga, will live for eternitye

is relieved of any great sin, simply with the sightthis Linga. Do not place this on the grountiytdu
reach Lanka.'

Taking the Atma-Linga, Ravana at once started famka. Naradamuni immediately approached Indra
and said to him, 'How are you sitting idle? Ravdm@s become immortal. You will lose all your
prominence. Shri Shiva has given him Atma-Linga had assured him that if he would worship it for 3
years with devotion, he will be Ishwar himself. Haxll you then rescue 33 crores of gods who arkeisn
custody. Better you all be his slaves. Also serthdidamsels like Urwashi, rambha, Menka etc. ta'.hi
Being shocked, Indra requested Narada to advisé héhavould do. Narada asked him to go to brahma.
Indra and Narada went to Brahma and narrated wdmhttdken place. Then accompanied by Indra and
Narada, Brahma went to Shri Vishnu and requestaddidevise some means to overcome this calamity.
Shri Vishnu was enraged to hear this tale. He, alitbthers immediately went to Shri Shiva. Shrshiu
said to Shri Shiva, 'What made you give Atma-Litgdravana, the most wicked, who has made all the
gods his captives? How do you bless such cruebpePsNow he will conquer even heaven.'

Shri Shiva said, 'l was extremely pleased withdggotion. He cut his head and hands and made ia viol
using his intestines as strings and sang Samvetlather songs in different ragas. This time if lagl h
asked for Parwati, | would have given her evenito.'h

Shri Vishnu said, "You give such blessings anddéons become impudent and then we are troubled
much as they harass the gods and Brahmins ancltbadescend on the earth. Well tell me when did yo
give the Ling to Ravana?'

Shri Shiva said, 'l gave it to him only two houefdre.' Hearings this Shri Vishnu immediately Seist
Sudarshan Chakra to hide the Sun and asked Nar&a/ana and induce him to linger on the way, as he
would like to observe evening Sandhya. Then heedalbanesh and said to him, 'Ravana always
disregards you. All bow to you first and you fulfiheir desires. While those who speak ill of ygau
bring obstacles in their undertakings. Ravana dedeShri Shiva and has taken away from him the most
valuable Atma-Linga. So you should go to him in feem of a Brahmachari boy and winning his
confidence, take the Atma- Linga from him at Suf-séhen he would engage himself in the evening
Sandhya and place the Linga on the earth. If yosaathe Linga will remain there. Saying this Shri
Vishnu gave Ganesh various sweets, tilballs, grooout kernel, milk, gee sugar etc.

Narada had already proceeded. Ganesh followed bimelly. Narada approached Ravana and said, 'l
had just been to Kailas and knew that you pleasedShiva by your hard penance and have brought his
Atma-Linga from him. You have obtained extraordinppwer and strength due to this. This Linga has
great significance. Please let me see the Linglaall explain to you all its qualities.’

As Ravana did not believe Narada, he showed himl_thga from a distance. Narada asked, 'Do you
know when and how this Linga came into existence® i& a very interesting account. A black skinned
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bright deer having all fragrant things, was lyimgBrahmand-Khand. Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh once
went there for hunting. They killed this deer aatisdied their hunger with its flesh. The deer Bdubrns

on its head and 3 Lingas below. Each one of thevk tme Linga and preserved it as his Atma-Linga.
One, who worships this for 3 years, becomes Isthwaself. The place where this Linga is place, ke li
Kailas. Therefore Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh hagatgrominence over all other gods."'

Ravana intercepted, ' | have no time to listenda,yas | have to reach Lanka soon. Let me proceed
further on my way.'

Narada said, 'This is evening time. You know theld%& you should act as prescribed by the vedas. Thi
is the time for evening Sandhya. Let us performstin@e.’ Saying this Narada went away for Sandhya.

In the meantime Ravana saw Ganesh in the form Bfahmachari boy who was plucking ‘durvas'(a
particular grass). Ravana thought that that boyldvoot deceive him. Better observe Sandhya enbisti
the Linga to that boy.

So thinking he approached Ganesh, who was afrasgéécRavana with ten heads coming to him. But he
began to run away. Ravana asked him, 'who are wbo7are your parents?'

Ganesh said, 'Why are you inquiring? What does attlyef owe you? Ravana smiled and said 'Don't be
afraid of me. | am asking this only out of curigsit

Ganesh replied, 'l am the son of Shri Shiva. Heds&ismarks all over the body, has a necklace ofd&rud
beads around his neck and bears hair-locks ondad.niMy mother is Parwati. My father rides a bull
Nandi with my mother and begs for alms daily.

Ravana said, 'your father is a pauper. He begsalfos from door to door. So it seems that you are
unhappy at home. Inside in a beautiful city Lankeh with magnificent buildings, gardens and other
wealth. You live with me. | shall give you whateyeu desire.'

Ganesh said, 'there are many rakshasas in Lankg. Witi devour me, a boy living in forest. Hence |
would not come to Lanka. | am hungry and so | atingdhese sweets.'

Ravana again entreated him to hold the Linga imaigl till he observed Sandhya.

Thereafter Ganesh said with hesitation, 'l am aorgnt boy. | won't hold this Linga in my hand &s i
may be heavy. Let me go to my place." Still Ravam@uaded him and induced Ganesh to hold the Linga
and he proceeded to observe Sandhya on the sea shor

Ganesh warned him, 'Mind, as soon as | feel thgd.ineavy, | shall place it on the earth.' Saying th
Ganesh took the Linga and waited there. All thesgoad gathered in the sky and were witnessing this
event.

When Ravana was offering arghyas (water ablutiorfg¢ god), Ganesh called Ravana and said that he
is fatigued and he should take his Linga from hoors' Ravana made signs by hand and asked him to
wait for a little more time.

After a while Ganesh again called Ravana and aslkedto come immediately as it was becoming
unbearable for him to hold the Linga.

Ravana was meditating this time. Seeing that Ravasanot coming, Ganesh recollected Shri Vishnu's
words and placed the Linga on the ground in theeree of the gods in the sky. All the gods were
greatly pleased to see this and showered flowdtwitead of Ganesh in admiration.

Soon after Ravana returned and seeing that thealwasg placed on the ground, he was much annoyed.
He began to thrash Ganesh in wrath.

Ravana tried his best with all his might to lift e Linga. The earth trembled but the Linga cawdtibe
shaken a bit. As Ravana tried to lift it up by sdray, it took the shape of an ear of the cow and &
known as 'Gokarna’ and as Ravana exercised attigist to lift it up it is called 'Mahabaleshwar'.

In despair Ravana then went to the forest for Iparthnce. There are many other incidents signifiheg
greatness of this holy place. This is narratethinSkand Purana.

Chapter 7 - Soumini and Madayanti at Gokarna

Namdharak- 'Swamin, will you tell me who were béteef by visiting this holy place of Gokarna?'

Shri Siddha- 'Just listen. Formerly there livedrave king in the family of lkshwaku. He knew aleth
Shastras. He was considerate, strong and kind. Bm@eent on hunting and seeing a demon like a flame
of fire, he aimed an arrow and the demon fell om ¢ghound senseless. The brother of the demon wept
bitterly in grief. Before dying, the demon asked biother to take revenge of his death.

The brother approached the king in human form andist his service and was engaged as a cook. On
the anniversary day the king had invited rishig Nkashistha and others. When Vashistha and othenes w
seated on their seats, the new cook served huraah ih the plate of Shri Vashistha. Being enraged,
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Vashistha cursed the king that he would becomeahBarakshas.

The king was also annoyed to see that he was loeirsgd for no fault of his. He therefore, took waite

his hand and intended to curse Shri VashisthatirmmeMaharani Madayanti hastened to the king and
entreated and prevented him from cursing his G8he requested him to pray Vashistha for "Usshap’
(blessing to nullify the effects of the course).

Being pacified, the poured the water in his hand$is own feet, whereby after being a Brahmarakshas
he was called ~Kalmashpad'. Madayanti bowed to igdsh and prayed for Usshap for the king.
Vashistha was also cooled by this time. He asshieedhat the king would attain human form and retur
from the forest on completion of 12 years.

Kalmashpad lived in a dense forest. Once he saauagyBrahmin couple passing by. He clasped the
Brahmin youth with the intention of devouring hifihe young wife of the youth wept bitterly and
requested Kalmashpad with folded hands, sayingdikirelease my young husband who is well-versed
in Vedas and thus give me my Sowbhagya. By doirgythu will add to your virtues. Treat me as your
daughter. If | beget a son | shall give him youmed

But the demon did not listen to her and killed yloaith and ate his flesh. The wife of the youth extibd

the bones of her husband, arranged a pyre andtes¢td fit. Before burning herself in the same pytee
cursed the demon, “You will die instantly, whereat2 years you become king and touch your wife.'
The king returned to his city after 12 years. Hel tus wife Rani Madayanti all about the curse loé t
Brahmin's wife. Madayanti was much grieved to hiegBhe exclaimed, "Even after staying in the fores
in hardship for 12 years you are not relieved efekil effects of your evil actions! There is nmso our
family. What should we do now?

The king called the old priest and told him "I h&ilked a Brahmin when | was a demon and was stayin
in the forest. How can | be relieved of its evileets?'

The priest said, "you should visit all the holygea and then all your sins will be wiped off'

The king then started to visit all the holy placee after the other. He performed sacrifices, gavaey

in charity, served meals to the Brahmins and thar pad did other virtuous acts. Still the sin ohBma-
hatya followed him like a shadow. Accidentally hetr@outam muni. He bowed to the muni respectfully.
Goutam asked, "When you have your own state (kimydehy are you wandering from place to place
and why are you so much worried?'

‘| have committed a Brahmahatya. | performed saesfand several Vratas. | visited holy placesdidd
virtuous acts. Yet | am not relieved of this siranmh fortunate to see your holy self to day," repliee
king.

Goutam said, "You need not worry. Shri Shiva withtect you. You should go to Gokarna to get rid of
this sin. Mrityunjaya (the conqueror of Death) S8hiva, always stays there. Though the fire and the
moon can do away with the darkness of the nightthere is the necessity of the Sun. Similarly tifou
your sins are not wiped off even after going toesalvholy places, still if you go to Gokarna, aduy sins

will be destroyed. Even if you have committed 1@¥hmahatyas, all will be destroyed and you shall
become sinless. Even Vishnu and Brahmadev liverkthe penance and their desires were fulfilled.
Gokarna is like Kailas and Shri Shiva stays thétethe instance of shri Vishnu, Shri Ganesh inethll
this Shivalinga. All the gods, demons, rishis, nsusiddhas live and worship Shri Shiva and thethby
attain all the four valous (purusharthas) with tiessing of Shri Shiva. Brahma, Vishnu, Kartavirya,
Vinayak, Durga and others have also installed kngare known after their names. All waters herg.hol
This is thus the most important holy place.

In KritaYuga this Linga was white, in Treta it beoared, in Dwapar yellow, and in the KaliYuga isha
become black. The root of this Linga is in the Sdpatal below. Even with the sight of this Linga as
relieved of the sins of Brahmahatya, gets one'satetulfilled and after death one attains salvatibhe
devotees staying here go to Kailas in the end.

One should bathe and offer charities on Sunday,ddprand Wednesday. It is virtuous to worship here
on 'Vyatipat', Makar Sankrant and Mahashivaratgisddholenath Shiva passes judgment over all our
actions. In the month of Magh, if one observes éasthe Shivaratri day and offers 'Bel' leaf toi Siriva
Linga, one's entrance in the heaven is ensured.’

Goutam Muni further said, 'so many have been btkeby visiting Gokarna. | myself have witnessed a
most wonderful incident, when | had been to thatel When | was sitting under a tree, | saw a leper
shudra woman. She was without food the whole déiyhéx body was affected and pus and germs were
seen all over. She had lost her teeth and hadativesl on her body. Being a widow, her head wasezhav
and she was much troubled due to midday hot Sums8hunder a tree being tired, and soon diedashiv
Dootas came there with a divine place to take déne Kailas.
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While living with the shudra, she ate flesh Shudte ate flesh and took wine daily. One day sHecdk#

calf thinking it to be a lamb and reserved its hiadhe next day. When it was time for milking tbew

she looked for the calf and she came to know thatmstake, she had killed it. In grief she uttetld
words Shiva' "Shiva' and "What a great sin | hararoitted unknowingly'.

Fearing the wrath of her husband, she buried thd,Hesh and bones of the calf and told peoplettea
calf was taken away by a tiger.

When she died Yam Dootas took her to the Yamputi@aced her in hell. She suffered tortures and was
again born as a Shudra woman. She was ugly, blaatlblnd. Her parents cared for her for some time
and afterwards she begged for her food. She wasran without any shelter. She developed leprosy
and in course of time she grew old.

Many people were going to Gokarna on Maha Shiviad#ly Expecting to get good alms, she also
followed them. It being a fast day nobody offerasd Food. In joke, some one placed 'Bel' leaf in her
hand. Knowing that it was not eatable, she thresiay, which by chance, fell on the Shiva Linga and
thus she had the credit of worshipping Shiva irt teak night. This pleased Shri Shiva and hence we
have come to take her to Shivalok. Shivadootasbed nectar on her body and soon she looked like a
heavenly woman, she was then taken to Shiva Lok’

Hearing this the king was delighted. He went to &ak and was relieved of all his sins. Gokarna has
great significance. Hence Shripad Shrivallabhadisol been there and stayed there for 3 years.'

Chapter 8 - Shripad Shrivallabha Blesses a Brahmarand Her Son

Namdharak-'How long Shri Guru Shripad Shrivallabtayed at Gokarna and what happened later?’

Shri Siddha:- 'Shri Guru lived secretly for 3 yearsl from there he went to Shrigiri. After 4 monties
went to Nivriti sangam and thence to Kuravapurlenliank of the Krishna river.

There lived a Brahmin well-versed in Veda and ShastWe had a good-natured devoted wife Ambika
by name She begot children but none survived exaeetson. In due course his thread ceremony was
celebrated; but he was dull, foolish and dumb. ldethe parents were much worried. The Brahmin got
tired while training him and at times beat him fat learning his lessons. His wife could not bégs t
cruel treatment to her only son.

The Brahmin died after some time. The woman livéith Wwer son begging for their livelihood. The boy
grew up; but being foolish and poor no one likedite one's daughter in marriage to him. People tsai
him, “your father was a learned man; but you & & stone. You have brought disgrace to his family
How are you not ashamed of begging for your liviBg®ter give up your life in the Ganga river.

He was aggrieved to hear such harsh words off andHe therefore intended to give up his life in the
deep waters of a river. Seeing this his mother waidm in grief, "I shall also company you."'

They both went on the river Krishna. Shripad Shialdha also had been there. Seeing him, the mother
bowed to him and said, "we both have decided te gjvour lives in this river; but as committingsde

is a sin, how shall we be relieved of our misevi@hout being offended?

Shri Guru asked, "Which miseries induce you to gipe/our lives?'

Narrating her whole account the woman said, "Swam@visited holy placed and observed “vratas' for
getting a son and after this we got this son; leuisha dullard. All despise him and scold him.drtfore,
request you to bless me with a son who will be pitike your good self at least in the next birtle H
should prove good for all our further generations.'

Seeing her devotion Shri Guru said, "you worshipwver i.e Shri Shiva with devotion and you will have
godlike son. Nanda Gawali worshipped God and h&tweKrishna lived at his home. Your desire will
also be fulfilled if you worship him devotedly.'

The woman asked, "How did the cowherd worship Bhari? What “vrat' did they observe?'

Shri Guru -"On every "Shani-pradosh.’ worship Gbt/& A tale in this respect is narrated in therfska
Purana.'

There lived a righteous king Chandrasen in Ujjdianibhadra was his chief counselor. He worshipped
Shri Shiva most devotedly and Shri Shiva and favdien with the most bright “Chintamani' bead which
he had given to his master Chandrasen. A mere tolutte bead turned iron into gold. By mere sight o
the bead, one's desires were fulfilled. So all okiregs desired to have such bead. Many kings toagkt

the bead from the king and offered him money fa #lame. But all efforts were in vain. So they all
combined their forces and attacked Ujjain, whenr@nasen was engaged in worshipping Shri Shiva on a
“Shani pradosh' day.

The children of the cow herds watched the worshib®king and they also wished to worship Shrivahi
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similarly. The boys gathered stones and prepa/&hivea Temple and placed one stone as image of Shiva
Linga and began worshipping it with flowers andestherbs. The mothers' of the boys came there and
took their sons for meals to their homes. But oo did no go home. His mother thrashed him angrily
and said, it is night now. Come to have your me8&lse broke the Temple and threw away the image of
Shiva Linga. Seeing this the boy began to weepiaf gnd intended to give up his life. But aftermso
time he felt asleep.

Shri Shiva was pleased with his devotion and cradteautiful Temple a Linga of precious Stones was
installed in it. Shri Shiva awoke the boy, lookedhim with affection and asked him to have a baomf
him.

The boy was much delighted. He bowed to shri Shkind said 'My mother has broken the evening
worship. Kindly forgive her.’

Shri Shiva said, 'As your mother has seen the agenbrship, she will get a son named Shri Krishma i
next birth and you will also have all the pleasures

The forces of the enemies were emerged. They spakmgst themselves. 'What wonder is this! How
this bright beautiful Temple has been created tdttgn a night. Let us give up enmity and see thgyk
who is so virtuous on friendly terms.' They semtittmessengers to the king. The king requested them
come to the Shiva Temple, where he would see them.

Chandrasen was also wonderstruck to see Sunligatb®hiva Temple sprung up during the night. The
cowherd boys house also looked very bright. Thg kisked the boy the reason of this miracle. The boy
narrated the whole story to all the kings who hathgred there. All were much pleased to hear himyT
said, 'You really become the king of the cowhedféy offered the boy many gifts and land and
excepting Chandrasen all the kings returned to fliaces.

The boy went home and narrated to his mother all lad occurred. He said, 'Shri Shiva was pleased
with my evening worship. As | requested him to feegyou even though you had broken the temple, he
was not angry with you. Besides he assured thahtdaenation of Shri Krishna will stay at your home
Shripad Shrivallabha narrated the significancehef'Shanipradosh’ worship to the Brahmani and geein
her devotion, placed his palm over the head ofsbarand blessed him. Eventually the boy instardly h
the knowledge of the Vedas, Shastras, Tark, Bhagtga All the Brahmins and his mother were
wonderstruck to see this. The mother respectfudlywda to Shri Guru and said that she was forturate t
see Shri Guru and to get his blessings. She sad,dre God yourself. We shall worship you in the
evening. | hope | sahll have a son like your goeldl is my next birth. Let not your words be untfue.
Saying this she began to worship Shri Guru eveenigg with devotion.

Her son got married and had sons and grandsonse™ioo are blessed by Shri Guru, receive all leisur
in the same way.'

Chapter 9 - A Washerman Blessed to be a King

There lived a washerman at Kuravpur. He was at gi@aotee of Shri Guru. Shripad Shrivallabha used t
go to the river, have bath, morning Sandhya andraituals just like ordinary Brahmins. The washanm
would go to the river, wash Shri Guru's clothes aodld bow to him with reverence.

Once Shri Guru asked him, ‘why do you take so mitmhbles for me. | am pleased with your services.
Go home and live happily.'

Hearing this the washerman gave up household atit lived at Shri Guru's dwelling place, swejgt th
court yard and sprinkled water on it everyday. Theserved Shri Guru with more devotion.

Once in spring, in the month of Vaishakh, a Musking came to the river along-with his harem of
beautiful woman, wearing precious ornaments anthefowith many servants, elephants, horses, musical
instruments and was enjoying joyfully.

The washerman was looking at the splendor and gibithe king. He began thinking, 'How fortunate
shall I be, if I could also enjoy such glorioulif

Knowing his intentions, Shri Guru asked him whawaes thinking about. The washerman replied, ' | was
just thinking what deity this king might have pledsso as to have such splendor and glory? However
do not long for it. | have all my pleasures at fibgt.'

Shri Guru said, ' you are struggling hard in Iib® you aspire to enjoy royal glory? If the sens@sreot
satisfied by enjoying their objects, they obstrilng path of 'Moksha' (freedom from worries of l#ad
death). So you better take birth in a Muslim rdgahily and enjoy kingly life.'

Washerman- 'Kindly do not ask me to go away from'yo

Shri Guru- "You will have birth in the Royal famityf Bidar and | shall meet you in your later lifeshall
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also have another birth and shall be known as 8\tate Saraswati.' | shall be leading a Sanyaf@'s li
Saying this, Shri Guru allowed him to go, but agasked whether he would like to enjoy Royal life in
that very birth or in the next birth.

Washerman expressed, 'l am now grown old. It wdaddgood if | enjoy royal pleasures from the
childhood.’

Soon after the washerman died. He was later botherRoyal family of Bidar. His account is narrated
later in the 50th chapter of this book.

Shri Guru was thus much praised and respectedglhitnstay at Kuravpur, | am unable to describe all
the miracles of h;is life, Kuravpur has become mdas holy place due to his residence. Shripad
Shrivallabha disappeared in the river Krishna ohwiia Vady;a 12, which is known as 'Guru Dwadashi'.
Real devotees can still see here Shripad Shrivalathe Dattatray incarnate. Many have experienced
this.'

Chapter 10 - Vallabhesh Saved from Thieves

Namdharak, - 'Please tell me the next birth (ingéom) of Shripad Shrivallabha'.

Shri Siddha- 'Shripad Shrivallabha had many indéona. All possessed the omnipotence of Shri
Narayan. Devotion of Shri Guru is never futile. iIShuru never disappoints his disciples. Thereferve
him from your heart. | shall narrate to you one tat an illustration.

Vallabhesh, a righteous Brahmin, was doing busindesused to go to Shripad Shrivallabha Padukas at
Kuravpur every year. Once he declared that if hdergood business he would feed 1000 Brahmins at
Kuravpur. Fortunately he earned good profit. He agisvrecited Shri Guru's name. He started for
Kuravpur with good money.

Knowing this, some thieves also accompanied hirterAfvo or three days, one night the thieve kitlegl
Brahmin when he was asleep and wanted to take aMaiis money. In the meantime Shripad
Shrivallabha, with locks of hair on his head anmshiil and Khatwang in his hands appeared on theesce
He killed three thieves; but one, who surrendetiggsélf saying, 'l am innocent. | did not know thizse
three persons would kill the Brahmin. You are oroieist. Kindly save me'.

Hearing his prayer, Shripad Muni told him to rule tifibhuti' (enchanted ashes) all over the bodthef
Brahminb, As soon as the enchanted Vibhutu waseapto the Brahmin's body, he woke up It was dawn
when Shripad Muni disappeared from the place.

Vallabhesh asked the person sitting by his sidey mave you held me; Who has killed these men?'

The person replied, ' A great ascetic had come htréilled these thieves with his Trishul. He shwee

for you. He asked me to rub enchanted Vibhuti taryleody. He woke you and made you sit by his
hands. He has just disappeared. He might be tla goel Shri Shiva.

Hearing this the Brahmin realized that all this bagn done by Shri Guru Shripad Shrivallabh. Taking
the amount from the thieves, he went to Kuravpw.wbrshipped the Padukas (foot symbol) of Shri
Guru with great devotion and fed about 4000 Bralsmin

'Oh! Namdharak, though Shripad Shrivallabha haapgisared he still comes to protect his devotees.

Chapter 11 - Birth of Shri Narasimha Saraswati

my  An account of a Brahmani has been given in thecB#pter. She was
worshipping Shri Shankar devotedly in the eveningbani Pradosh
(12th day of a fortnight falling on Saturday). Stied in course of
time and took the next birth in a Brahmin familykatranja in Berar.
Her name was Amba Bhawani. She was married to hnirayouth
Madhava, who was also a devotee of Shri Shiva.

As per her nature of the previous birth Amba Bhaweorshipped
Shri Shiva along with her husband devotedly. Shealme pregnant
when she was sixteen years old, customary ceresionere
performed in the 3rd and 5th months. She usedve aod desires.
She advised people with high principles. Filing'ai' (putting of
corn, coconut etc. in the open side of the sarinimyr a woman) in
the 7th month and Simanti was also observed.

After completing 9 months, a son was born to hée Baby uttered
‘om' from the very birth. People wondered to sée rhe astrologers
foretold, 'He will be a great ascetic and Jagatgdeuwill not marry;

* 1
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but will be known and revered all over the eartking an incarnation of god, he will wipe off allyo
miseries and fulfill your desires.'

The parents of the child were very much pleaseletart this and they gave money and clothes to the
Brahmins. In order that the baby may not suffenfrine evil eye of any person, lemon and salt were
waved on him and thrown away.

He was named 'Shaligramdev' but his pet name washdx'. He was later publicly known as
Narasimhasaraswati.'

One day Amba told her husband that there was rifitisat milk in her breast for their baby. So let
have a feeding nurse or a sheep Hearing this ttne drailed and just touched the right pap of itsheot
Immediately milk sprang out in 32 teats and hethee became wet. Knowing thus that the baby was an
incarnation of god, the parents bowed to him.

The mother put the baby in a cradle and sang jkalmgs. But the baby would prefer to lay down o t
floor and play cheerfully. The child became on yelar, but it did not utter any other words excepi.O
The parents were anxious to see that the childkspetner words also. As days passed on, they were
afraid of his being dumb. Some would say he hathalknowledge, but purposely he does not speak.
The child became 7 years old. The parents couldknotvn how to celebrate his thread ceremony. As
they were Brahmins, the thread ceremony was masinéal. They worshipped Gouri, observed Pradosh
and other fasts but they were of no avail. Theyewsw anxious to know how to make the child recite
Gayatri Mantra (the mantra in prayer of the Sun)gadich a Brahmin boy learns at the time of his
thread ceremony.

Seeing the parents in dejected mood, the son vappgdoach them and try to console them. Once he held
an iron bar in his hand and instantly it was turimtéd a gold bar. Seeing this the parents werenadted.
They gave him some more iron and that too was tuim@® gold. Then the parents asked the son, when
and how he would speak.

He moved his hand around his chest and loin andesgpd that when the sacred thread would be worn
and Nunj grass would be tied around his loin, heldigpeak.

The parents were much pleased and they startedssmshically the preparations for his thread cemymo
still some doubted the success of the function. fdrents invited all the relatives, friends andried
brahmins for the function.

The ceremonies started. On the first day ‘chobéi\{gg the hair on the head) and dinner took plslext

day after the bath of the boy, the sacred threasl pud on his left shoulder. The boy dined with his
mother and other boys of his age. The father thtmad 'Gayatri Mantra' in the ears of the boy M&th
who recited it in his mind.

The mother then came with alms. After offering fing alms, the mother asked the boy to recite Bilgv
(the first of the four Vedas). Narhari recited 'Adiheele etc'. After giving the second alms, the meot
asked Narhari to recite Yajurveda. Narhari reclt¥@jurveda Ishetwa etc. After the third alms Nairha
recited 'Agna Aayahi' from Samaveda, the third vet@laus people realized that Narhari had the
knowledge of all the Vedas and they all bowed to hith reverence.

Narhari then said to his mother, 'You have askedarmeg for alms. | would, therefore, live on beqggi

So allow me to go to visit the holy-places'.

Hearing this the parents were much aggrieved. Toien fell on the ground senseless. After recouping
she said, ‘we expected that you would take out &odar due to out misfortune you were not speakin
Now seeing that you can speak, we are much detigimtel we think that our devotion to god has been
fruitful. But now you are talking of leaving us atids make us very uneasy.'

Narhare, 'You need not be sorry. You shall have mms and they will look after you very obediently
So saying he placed his palm over her head.

She instantly recollected her previous life and &wipad Shrivallabha standing before her. She dowe
to him humbly Narhari raised her head and said{helio keep this a secret. We sanyasis keep ousselve
aloof from family life. As | have to do my missighease allow me to go.'

Mother - 'Dear son, do not go leaving us alonerdigion asks one to be an ascetic in such a tesugier
You should have Brahmacharyashram for 12 years.s€hend is Grihasthashram, the most important in
all the four ashramas. After going through thedtishram viz. Vanprasthashram, one becomes liable f
the fourth Ashram viz. Sanyasashram. So say thetf&isa So study Vedas in the Brahmacharyashram.
Later on get yourself married and have the pleasofethe family life. Then perform sacrifices and
thereafter become a Sanyansi. But it is not ddsitabe a Sanyasi in the childhood.
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Chapter 12 - Narhari Becomes Shri Narasimha Sarasvia

Narhari said, "This body is perishable. What igjitarantee? So long one has sound body, one should
virtuously. Your advice is for them, who have waetery over death. They can say, they will follow
religion later. So one should do religious deedshim childhood. There are three stages of lifee- th
childhood, the youth and the old age. But it is o@ttain when one will die. Yamraj (God of death) i
counting every moment of man's life, day and nigtmowing that the life is running fast, those who d
not lead religious and virtuous life are like beasiouse, property, wife, children, mother - noghia
eternal. Old age kills a man, just as a crocod#eodrs him. Therefore, the wise man should do eirtu
deeds in young age. Why do you then prevent me goimg? This life is like a dream. As a power dries
in air, the body of a man is getting more and nuygeday by day. This body may perish in a moment.
Mother - "Dear child, you are advising me. You told that | would have four sons. So you should stay
with me till | have at least one son. If you gordgarding my request, | would give up my life imgtga.'
Narhari smiled and said, ‘what | have said will hetotherwise. However, after you get two songnet

go. Then I shall not stay here. | promise to segtior one year.'

Thus Narhari lived there happily. All people woretgto see that a boy of seven knows all the Vedds a
can teach the same. Crown up learned personsais® to him to learn Vedas and Shastras.

His mother became pregnant. After nine months sive irth to two handsome sons. The parents were
glad to have two more sons. By the end of one featwo babies became 3 months old. Narhari tad hi
mother that her desire was fulfilled. She would Zy@tore sons and they will all live happily. Shewgd

now permit him to live as per Sanyasdharma.

The parents bowed to Narhari and said, "You arefamily God. We cannot say anything before you.
Please forgive us if we have spoken any harsh waindsking you to be our son. Our devotion to Shri
Shankar has materialized. You made us glorious.n/¢hall we see you again?

Narhari - "I shall be before you whenever you refmenme. You will have one daughter and two more
sons. You will have no miseries and in the end waluattain the best place in Parlok. | have now to
proceed to Badrinarayan to meet Siddhu. So pldkse e to go'

The parents, males and females of the town walki#d Marhari. Some said "see how a Bramachari is
going for penance. He is an incarnation of Gode Bissuch tender age of only seven, how can he know
all the four Vedas?' All others bowed to him antimeed. The parents still followed Narhari, whorthe
appeared before them in the form of Shripad Shtiatdha. The parents put their heads on his feet and
then Narhari immediately went away.

Narhari started for Badrinarayan. On the way hehed the holy "Kashi'. He did penance here and saw
the Vishweshwar. He also practiced here all thekiof Yogas. Many Sanyasis also observed penance at
this holy place. Narhari showed great proficientybga. Many Sanyasis came to see him.

There had been one old Sanyasi named "Krishna &atiaesho had realized Brahma. He also showed
respect for Narhari. He said to all the Sanyasig, is not an ordinary human being but he is an
incarnation of God and deserves respect from atlus request him to be a Sanyasi and bless theegaeo
Accordingly all went to him and said, "It will bestter if you now accept Sanyas-diksha as per celg)i
rules and accept worship and respect from us arat izs with your blessings. Sanyasis are despised i
this KaliYuga. Though there are different meangdefotion, Sanyas in particular is dishonored. Shri
Shankaracharya rejuvenated Sanyasdharma in thatsesentury. But now Kali being more influential,
the sanyas is being degenerated. So you pleasenaijte it.'

Narhari conceded to the request and accepted Sdikgm from Shri Krishna Saraswati.

Namdharak interrupted, 'When Narhari himself wasi &uru Dattatraya incarnate, why did he have
another Guru?'

Shri Siddha, 'In former days Vashishta was the Gafrishri Ram, and sandipani was the Guru of
Shrikrishna, in the same way, Krishna SaraswataimecGuru of Narhari and hereafter he was known as
“Shri Narasimha Saraswati. In human life humanasustare to be followed and so Narhari approached
the well known aged Yati (sanyasi) Krishna Sarasarad accepted him as his Guru.'

Shri Shankar is the first Guru, Shri Vishnu theosel; Brahmadev is the third. After these followed
Vashishta, Parashar and Vyas, who was the incamati shri Vishnu. Thereafter Shuka, Goudpad,
Govind-guru, Shankaracharya, Vishwarupvarya, DngdhQgiriya, Giriraj, Ishwartirth and bharatitirth
succeeded one after the other. Thereafter, VidyaraShripadmuni, Vityatirth, Malianand, Deotirth,
Saraswatitirth, Saraswati Yadeovendra and his glescivas Krishna Saraswati. Such is the line of
succession of Gurus.

Shri Guru Narasimha Saraswati was very much resgentKashi for his deep knowledge of the Vedas.
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After some time Shri Guru went to Badrinarayan withny followers. Talking a round of the Marugiri
and seeing the holy places of Navakhand, Shri @ame to gangasagar. He then went by the bank of
Ganga and came to Prayag. A learned Brahmin "Madizav him there. Shri Guru initiated him with
sanyas and named him "Madhav Saraswati'. LatehdrGsiru had many more followers.'
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Chapter 13 - Brahmin's Colic Pain Subsided

Namdharak :- 'Gurudev, Shri Guru initiated SanyadMiadhav at Prayag. Please let me know what
occurred later'.

Siddha - 'Shri Guru lived at Prayag for some da&ys.had may disciples there. These included Bal
Saraswati, Krishna, Saraswati, Upendra SaraswadgaM Saraswati, Sadanand Saraswati, Dnyanjyoti
Saraswati and myself as seven chief disciples.He¢a wisited holy places in the south and came to
Karanjahim, he was invited door to door. The motfeewollected that he was Shripad Shrivallabha and
called herself fortunate. She told this to her lamsbwhen both requested him to liberate them fioen t
worldly-sea. Shri Guru said, 'If a person accepisyas his forty-two generations (21 Parental and 21
maternal) are liberated. Their issues have nodetre God of death. You will see that you sons fier
hundred years. Then you will go to Kashi, the habce of liberation. There is no doubt about this.
Ratnai, his sister requested Shri Guru, ‘| am giahin a family trap. Please take me out of thigash

to do penance.'

Shri Guru - "Serve your husband and this will ldieryou. One has to suffer as per one's fate. lesmal
can win over this worldly sea only with the helptio¢ir husbands. Thinking the husband to be ShviaSh
serve him. This is what the Vedas, Shastras amahRardictate.'

She further asked, "you know the past and thedudigo. Please tell me what is my future.'

Shri guru - “In the previous birth, you hit a cowthwyou legs, you made the neighboring couplesrgliar
amongst themselves, so you will develop leprosyhitting the cow and your husband will leave yod an
be a Sanyasi.'

Hearing Guru - “You shall live amicably for someag®e In old age your husband will accept Sanyas.
When you have leprosy, you will see me. You comBdpvinashi on the bank of the Bhima river in the
South. Nearby is the Bhima Amarja Sangam and GampamgAfter bathing in the Papavinashi, you will
be cured of leprosy.'

Shri Guru then went to Trimbakeshwar, the placpesfance of Goutam Muni. Shri Shankar was pleased
by the penance of Goutam who brought Ganga (Gogpearthe earth for the benefit of the people. Shri
Guru traveled by the Bank of Godavery and came amjhika. A learned Brahmin "Madhavaranya' lived
here. He adored "Narasimha'. Seeing that Shri Gppeared just a "Narasimha', he bowed to him and
praised him in Sanskrit. Shri Guru was pleased hedappeared before him in his divine form.
Madhavaranya prostrated before him and chantecdmaghri Guru then blessed him.

Shri Guru then went to Brahmeshwar. Here a Bralsuffered from acute colic pain. He was rolling in
the sand of the river due to severe pain. He hdwmtton fast for several days. Whenever he dindublde
severe pain. He was intending to give up his lifedlmwning himself in the river and thus gettind af

the acute colic pain. Knowing his intentions, dBtiru asked his disciples to bring the Brahmin to.hi
When he was brought before him, Shri Guru asked Wiy are you committing suicide? This is a great
sin. What is your misery?.'

Brahmin - | am burdensome on this earth. | dineeoin a fortnight or a month, but | have to beaegy
severe colic pain. The body lives on food and dd@annot be taken how can this body survive?'

Shri Guru -l shall give a medicine. You have d foéal today.' The Brahmin was much encouraged with
Shri Guru's words. In the meanwhile the officethad town came to the river for bath. Seeing ShriuGu
he bowed to him with reverence. Shri Guru inquitddy | know your name and whereabouts?'

The officer said, 'I belong to Koundinya Gotra ad a Brahmin of Apastamb shakha. My name is
Sayamdev. | come from Kanchi. | am serving hera @swn - officer of a Muslim Ruler for one year. |
feel myself very fortunate to see thy holy selfapdSins are wiped off by seeing the Ganga, hetteof
body subsides by seeing the moon and poverty isoyes by the favor of a Kalpa-Taru. But by seeing
thyself along, all these three miseries are wigédrmd one gets all the four valours viz.

Sayamdev humbly expressed, "Gurudev, he dinedrdastafter one month and subsequently he had
severe colic pain. If he is given food today ankéfdies, shall | not be held responsible for leigtd?"

Shri Guru - “I am giving medicine which should bied in ghee and given to him. Besides give hindfoo
containing sugar and milk. Do not have any doultheamind.'

Sayamdev agreed and further requested Shri Gugrat® his home by his presence and accept alms at
his house. Shri Guru gladly accepted his invitation

Shri Guru, three Brahmins and other disciples canfgayamdev. Sayamdev's wife Jakhai was a devoted
wife. Both worshipped Shri Guru ceremoniously. Thegrshipped the disciples also. All had a happy
dinner that day. The colic pain of the Brahmin gi@ared instantly by the grace of Shri Guru. Altave
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wonderstruck to see this miracle. Shri Guru blesSagamdev saying, your family will flourish and
devotion of Guru will be continued in the later geations of your family.

Chapter 14 - Muslim King favors Sayamdev

Sayamdev bowed to Shri Guru and said, "Gurudewigihoyou are Trimurti incarnate, due to our
ignorance, you appear to us as a human beingutim, tyou are all pervading. It is beyond our irgellto
describe your greatness.

| am the servant of a Muslim King, who is very driide invites a Brahmin every year and kills hime H
has invited me to day. If I go to him, he will kite, but as | have now seen your holy, how canahe @

kill me?'

Shri Guru placed his palm on his head and said) dgnot care a bit. You go to the king fearlesklg.
will receive you well and send you back to me. Hearth in my words. | am here till you return argn

| shall proceed further. You have been my devotee,will live happily and have lasting wealth.'
Sayamdev went to the cruel Muslim King. He wastiiegiShri Guru's name all the time. As soon as the
king saw Sayamdev he turned his face and wentén8dyamdev said to himself, "What harm a cruel
king can do to one, who is blessed by Shri Guru® Ean a serpent bite the kids of a garud? How can a
elephant kill a lion? A Devotee of Shri Guru hasfear even from death'.

The Muslim king felt drowsy and had a sound slé¢psaw in a dream that a Brahmin was beating him.
When he awoke and came outside, he saw Sayamdesarhke to him, fell at his feet and said, “you are
my master, who called you here? You can go backilapSaying this he offered clothes and ornaments
to Sayamdev.

Sayamdev soon returned to his place. He first weegee Shri Guru on the bank of the river. He boteed
Shri Guru and reported what had happened. Shri @gain blessed him and said that he would now
proceed Southwards.

Sayamdev folded his hands and said, 'Now | shalleave these feet. | shall also come with you. You
only can liberate us from this worldly sea. Sagawufght the Ganga on this earth for the liberatibhis
forefathers. In the same way you have descendéaeogarth for our liberation.'

Shri Guru - | am going southwards for certain psgoYou shall again see me after 15 years, | dleall
then staying near your place. You should then cturmee with your family and children. You shoulddiv
without worry. All your miseries and wants are wdpef now.'

Sayamdev offered clothes and ornaments to Shri.@hti Guru came to Arogya Bhavani Vaijnath and
lived there secretly.'

Chapter 15 - Principal Holy Places of Bharat

Shri Guru lived at Arogya Bhavani secretly becamssy persons approached him at any time. These
included the good and bad, honest and dishonestjray rich and poor, diseased men of all castéts,c
sex, and ages. Parshuram killed Kartikeya (Arjama) gave the earth in charity to the Brahminsl| i
Brahmins approached him and asked for more. Schida lived in the sea secretly. Similarly Shri
Guru sent all his disciples on pilgrimage and hiflgsel secretly.

The disciples asked, 'Gurudev, why are you indiffiemwith us. Vedas and Shastras say that- all ohe h
places are at thy feet? When Kalpataru is heawhg,should we go elsewhere?' Shri Guru- As you are
Sanyasis, you should visit different holy placed amake your mind firm. | shall go to Shri Shailya i
Bahudhanya Sanwatsar. You should come and seeems th

The disciples - one disobeying Shri Guru has taabell. So we go to the holy places as per your
instructions but kindly tell us to which places should go.

Shri Guru - Kashi is a famous holy place on edttls on the bank of Bhagirithi (ganga). You tragél
yojans (yojan-2miles) by its bank and observe 6@H{ra prayashchittas. Then go to Prayag (allalabad
and observe 120 Krichhras. There are 25 gram (tammndhe bank of Yamuna and 40 on the bank of
Saraswati. Take bath in the river daily. This ke Iperforming a sacrifice. One attains Brahma énehd.
Travel by the tank of rivers as Varuna, Kushavdttishnaveni, Vitasta, Sharaswati, Marudvriddha,
Asikni, Madhumati, Payasvini, Ghritvati, Deonadt.eft every place take bath and Prayashchitta. Even
sin of Bramahatya is wiped off. Travel by the bank€hadrabhaga, Revati, Sharyu, Gouthami, Vedika,
Koushiki, Mandakini, Sahasravakra, Purna Bahudanar Bath at a sangam confluence of rivers is like
that of Prayag.

There are other holy places as Pushkar, Vairoclkahiu, Tirth at Gaya, Setubandha, Rameshwar, Shri
Rang Padmanabh, Purushottam, Nemisharanya, Badaya&ta Kurukshetra, Shri shailya, Pitru Tirth,
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Kedar, Koti. Narmada, Matrukeshwar, Kunj, KokamykRrabhas, gokarna, Shankh-Karna, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Kanchi, Dwarka. Gaya, Shaligram and Shégnéia are the 7 cities giving liberation.

Traveling by the bank of Godavary gives fruit ofirdp Vajpeya sacrifice. Visit Bhimeshwar, Vajra
sangam and Kush. Travel by the bank of Purna, Kagéni, Tungbhadra, Bhima. Visit Pampa saroval,
Harihar, Pandharpur, Matruling, Ganagapur, NearmBhAmarja-sangam. There is an Ashwattha on the
Amarja and in the north is Varanashi, in the east Rapivashi Rudrapad, Chakratirth, Kesheodev,
Vinayak, Kotitirth, Mammath, Kallwshwar. See Varadalprabha sangam and Nivritti sangam.

When The Guru (Jupitar) is in the Sinha (leo) ladl tivers have union with Bhagirathi. When gurinis
Kanya (Vibro) bhagirathi comes in Krishna. Havehbat Patalganga and see Mallikarjuna. Baths at
Kaveri sangam, Payaswini and bhavanashini areotiguSee places like Samudraskanda, Sheshadri, Shri
Rangnath, Padmanabha, Shrimat Anant, Trimamallamifiakonam Kanyakumari, Matsyatirth,
Pakshitirth, Rameshwar, Dhanushkoti, MahalakshmKeaihapur, Mahabaleshwar, origin of Krishna.
Bahe, Narasimhadev at Kolegaon Bhuvaneshwari atlaBadi, Shrupali, Chhaya Bhagwati
(Vishwamitra's place) Shweta Shring, whence Krithm&s northwards, Kalyan etc.

A river is said to be in menses when she gets ma@wwater and so bath in the river is not desiraiole
that day.

All the disciples then bowed to Shri Guru and degghfor visiting the various holy places.

Chapter 16 - Greatness of Shri Guru

Namdharak- when all the disciples went away orpilggimage who served Shri Guru?

Siddha- | was in a swoon of delusion. But your ¢joeshas given rise to the Sun of knowledge. Shri
Guru's life is like Kamdhenu. Shri Guru lived sdlyr@t Arogya Bhavani near Vajnath. | was with him
this time. A Brahmin came to Shri Guru, praised himal said humbly, | am doing penance, but my mind
has not become still. | am greatly appeased toysage kindly tell me means to attain knowledge and
liberate me.

The Brahmin further said, = Gurudev, | had a Gitte,used harsh words and asked me to do undesirable
service. He did not teach me logic, grammar, bhagtg. He said that my mind is not still, so | leifin

in anger.'

Shri Guru-You are a fool, harming yourself and ¢reous to Guru. You speak ill of Guru, how can you
have knowledge? Why did you come to me leaving Gwho is a Kamdhenu. By pleasing the Guru by
service and giving respect to him one can know ge8aastras and eight Siddhis (a boon to do phaticu
miracles).

The Brahmin placed his head on the feet of Shrigund asked, "gurudev, kindly tell me who is a Guru
and how to serve him?'

Shri Guru- Mother and father are Gurus. Brahmahiis Maheswhar are Gurus. One serve his Guru
with devotion. | narrate to you a tale in this ceaton.

Dhoumyarishi lived at Dhwarawati. He had three igies; Aruni, Baid and Upmanyu. In former times,
the Guru tested his disciples before giving knogtetb them. Dhoumys said to Aruni, "go to my field
and fill it with canal water." Aruni went to theefd. The canal water was flowing with great foreaddy
was sown in the field which was on higher land ttfenlevel of the water. He placed stones to ditrest
water to the field. He then laid his body acrossdhnal and thus half the flow of water enteredfitid.
Even by sunset, as Aruni did not return, Dhoumyatwe his field and called him loudly. He feared a
serpent might have bitten or a tiger might havackttd him. Hearing the Guru's voice, Aruni cameabut
the canal and bowed to the Guru, and stood neaDhioumya embraced with pleasure and blessed him
saying "you will know all Vidyas. Go home get madiand live happily'.

Dhoumya then said to Baid, "Go to the field, keeggiol on the crop and when it is reaped, bring hé.o
Baid accordingly went to the field, and kept thetakaday and night. When the crop was reaped, a cart
with one buffalo was given to him. Baid placed tioen in the cart, yoked the buffalo on one sid¢hef
yoke and he himself pulled the cart on the othée.dHe could not draw the cart with the buffald| ke
drew it with much strain. The buffalo got stucktire mud and could not go forward. So he alone drew
the heavy cart. Subsequently his neck was strargytedhe had to face great strain. In the meantime,
Dhoumya came there and released him from the yé&eembraced Baid an said, "you know Vedas and
Shastras well.'

The third disciple Upmanyu was fat and dull Dhouragéed him to take the cattle for grazing the fiores
Upmanyu took the cattle to graze. At times, beingdny he would return early from the forest. The@Gu
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told him not to come from the forest till sunset.

The cattle would graze on the bank of a river Upynarnould bathe, take alms from the Brahmins living
nearby. Thus he satisfied his hunger. One day tive &ked him, "How are you living?"

He said that he took alms and dined. Guru saidw It you dine without us? Give the alms in the
Ashram and again go to the forest.'

Upmanyu acted as directed by the Guru. He would tgie alms in the Ashram. But as he did not gét ful
meals at the Ashram he again took alms from sonadBin houses and satisfied his hunger. When the
Guru knew this. He angrily said, "Give both the @imthe Ashram.’

As directed, he gave both the alms in the Ashraenwils anxious now how to satisfy his hunger. He saw
calves drinking milk of cows and much milk fell dme ground and was wasted. He held that milk in his
hands and drank it.

After some days the Guru asked him how he wasHatsaid that he drank the milk that fell while the
calves drank the milk from the cows. The guru saidu should not drink milk tasted by calves as thi
milk makes you dill.'

While remaining in the forest, he saw milk like fasoming out of the 'rui' plant. He held the miitk
leaves and while he was drinking it, some dropsetifeentered his eyes. Subsequently he lost his
eyesight and became blind. Now he thought the Guauid be angry with him. He began to collect the
cattle; but as he could not see, he fell in a well.

When Dhoumys knew that Upmanyu did not return keydliening, he went to the forest and called him
loudly. Upmanyu responded from the well and infodrhém about his whereabouts.

Dhoumya came near the well and said to him withpatimy "Recite Ashwinikumar mantra'. After doing
that, he got back his eyesight. He came out ofatbié bowed to his Guru and stood by him. Dhoumya
placed his palm on his head and instantly he hatieknowledge. Dhoumya said to him, '‘Go home, get
married and live happily. You will be well knownn® of your disciples, Uttank will bring Kundal (ear
ornament) and win the Shesh. He will advise Kingida jaya to perform sacrifice of the serpents althd k
all the serpents in the sacrifice'

As stated, Uttank caused Janmejaya to performattfise in which even Indra had to come down along
with Takshak (the king of serpents). This is aleda the greatness of Guru. He will liberate yoouY
should try to please him.

The Brahmin said, ‘gurudev, you have given me igitet edvice. As | have offended my Guru, how can |
please him now? It is very difficult to appeasewwinded heart. | would, therefore, leave this thleds
body of mine,' saying this, he bowed to Shri G#8hri Guru realized his repentance and knowing his
desires, Shri Guru said, "All your sins are wip&chow. Remember your Guru.'

The Brahmin folded his hands and prayed, "You kaeeGuru of all the world and incarnation of three
great Gods. How can there be darkness after thefithe Sun? You please protect me.'

Hearing this Shri Guru was kind to place his rightm on his head and instantly he had knowledge of
Vedas, Shastras, Mantras etc. By the touch of tilegopher's stone, iron is changed into gold, Isirtyi

the Brahmin became learned. Shri Guru again askeddhgo to his Guru.

The Brahmin went to his Guru. Shri Guru then wenBhuvaneshwari near Bhilavadi and stayed under
an Audumber tree on the bank of the Krishna secretl

Chapter 17 - A Dull Brahmin boy Becomes Learned

Shri Guru observed Chaturmas living under the Adaemiree near bhuvaneshwari secretly. Still his
name and fame spread in all the quarters.

Namdharak-Why Shri Guru lived secretly? Why dicbhserve anushthan and asked for alms?
Siddha-Shri Shankar and Shri Guru Dattatraya bkeetg alms. Shri Guru roamed through holy places fo
protecting his devotees. People came to him anaskad him for trifles and hence he lived secré&tiy.
though the Kasturi is hidden, its fragrance carreobhidden, similarly brightness of Shri Guru contt

be hidden.

There lived at Kavir a learned Brahmin who knew Wesglas. He had a dull foolish son. His parents died
in his childhood. When he was seven, his threadngeny was celebrated, but he could not do Sandhya
and recite "Gayatri' mantra. Local Brahmins abusied saying, "your father knew Vedas and shastras;
but you have spoiled his name. Your life is worgBleChintamani is best among the beads, so is the
knowledge for a person. A man is honored for hiswiedge. A King is respected by his people; buneve

a king respects learned persons, as knowledgeaithwe

The boy requested them to suggest means for hisouement. The Brahmins said, ‘you will have
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knowledge in the next birth. You should beg for ymaintenance in this life.’

The boy being dejected, went to a forest. He wikithg of giving up his life. In the evening he cbad
Bhilavadi. He took darshan of Bhuvaneshwari andaséite door of the temple. Next morning he cut his
tongue and placed it at the feet of the goddesssaial] "If you do not be kind with me. | shall ewaffer

my head at your feet.'

That night he had a dream in which Devi appearddréénim and said, 'Oh Brahmachari, why are you
getting angry with me? There is an Avatarik Purusitizng under an Audumber tree on the bank of the
Krishna. Go to him. He will fulfill your desires.'

He woke up and at once ran and crossed the riveeroled at the Guru's feet and started praising.Hi
Guru was pleased with him, blessed him and pubdins on his head aas Varad Hastha. At once the boy
got knowledge and enlightenment. He also got mgue back.

If a crow has a dip in the Manasa-Sarovar it wiltbme a Hamsa (swan). So also he who touches Guru's
feet will acquire all knowledge. Guru is Almightyis glory needs to be sung.

Chapter 18 - A Poor Brahmin Gets Wealth

Varuna Sangam is known as Kashi in the south. Shru came here from bhilavadi and stayed near
Panch Ganga sangam for 12 years. Shiva, BhadrgaBht, Kumbhi and Saraswati are the five rivers.
This is a famous holy place like Kashi and Prayltere is a temple of amareshwar and an Audumbar
tree as a Kalpataru. Sixtyfour yoginis lived hérbere are 8 holy places in the neighborhood. Thiey a
Shukla Tirth. Papavinshi, Kanyatirth, Siddha VarBdayag Tirth, Shakti Tirthm Amar Tirth and Koti
tirth.

Shri Guru lived under the Audumbar tree here. Hald/@go to Amarpur for alms. In Amarpur lived a
Brahmin knowing Vedas. He had a devoted wife. H& &i@em creeper at his door. When he could not
get sufficient corn he would live on the boiledrese He adored Shri Guru with devotion. He invitduli S
Guru for alms one day. After taking the alms Shur@Gblessed him saying that his poverty was wiped
off. While leaving the premises, Shri Guru cut tbet of the sem creeper. Seeing this the Brahmins's
wife bitterly saying “our means of livelihood awest." The Brahmin tried to console her saying, géher
must be some good intention of shri Guru in cuttimg root of the sem. It is our good fortune thiati S
Guru in cutting came to us for alms. Do not blarhé Suru who blessed us. He will protect us.

The Brahmin took away the leaves of the creepenfiloe courtyard and while digging to take off the
root of the creeper, he found a vessel full of sole told this to his wife ho was much pleased ranal
repented for blaming Shri Guru. Both then went i §Suru and worshipped him with devotion and
reported what had occurred.

Shri Guru said, 'Do not tell this to any body, dlse wealth will be destroyed, you shall live happiith

your sons and grandsons.'

Chapter 19 - Greatness of Audumbar : Ganganuj's Paerty wiped
off.

Namdharak : 'Leaving other holy trees why Shri Glivad under the Audumber tree? Greatness of
Ashwattha is described even in the Vedas, Why bteepreferred Audumbar?'

Siddha : 'Shri Vishnu took Narasimhawatar to Kik tdemon Hranyakashyapu. He tore the belly of the
demon by his nails, took out the intestines andtipein around his neck as a wreath. Narasimha's nalil
were filled with strong poison and so caused gheat in his body. Shri Lakshmi took Audumbar fruits
and thrush Narasimha's nails in them. The pois@hthe heat of the body subsided and Lakshmi and
Narasimha were pleased. So they blessed the Audumdga "You shall always bear fruits and people
will worship you as the Kalpataru. Strong poisonlt be subsided even by your sight and sterile wome
will get issues if they worship you with devotion.'

Audumbar is a Kalpa-Taru in KaliYuga, hence Shri@lived under it Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh live
here in the form of shri Dattatraya. When Shri Glived here, 64 yoginis used to come to him at mydd
and take Shri Guru to their place under the waiktke river, worshipped and offered him delicidosd

and Shri Guru would return to his place under theumbar.

Brahmins wondered how this sanyasi lived along utide Audumbar, as he did not go in the town to
anybody for alms. Some Brahmins kept a watch buotidtlay they got frightened and so they gave up the
idea.

Ganganuj was a farmer who had his field at ther ihige. At midday he saw that 64 yoginis came dut o
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the river, bowed to Shri Guru and took him to tiver. A passage was created for him by the bifimoat

of the river water. After some time Shri Guru reen by the same passage. Next day Ganganuj also
followed Shri Guru when he was being taken by tbgiryis. He saw that there was a nice place with
buildings of precious stones, and there was a &ighwell decorated throne. Shri Guru was seatetien
throne. He was duly worshipped, had Arati and wa$ Guru saw Ganganuj. Shri Guru asked him. "How
did you come here?' He replied, | came here toTégeholy self.' Saying so, he bowed to Shri Guru,
who said to him, “Your miseries are wiped off. Yal@sires will be fulfilled. Do not disclose to amgo
whatever you have seen here. Else you will losmstantly.'

Then Shri Guru came to the Audumbar with him. Gangi@ame to his fields and found a treasure. He
got knowledge also. He served Shri Guru with higwnd children with more devotion thereafter.

Om Magh Poornima Ganganuj said to Shri Guru “#aisl that bath at Kashi and Prayag is very virtuous
How can this be possible for me?

Shri Guru said, ‘Panch Ganga Sangam is like Prajagyl is Kashi and Kolhapur is like Gaya. If you
wish to see Kashi-Prayag | shall show it to you.'

Shri Guru was sitting on a tiger skin. He asked @aanij to shut his eyes and to hold the hind pathef
skin firmly and they instantly reached Prayag ia thorning. After having bath they went to Kashi at
midday. They had darshan of Kashivishweshwar andt we Gaya in the afternoon. They returned to
Audumbar by the same evening.

Shri Guru now thought of leaving the place. 64 Ywgjirequested him, Why are you leaving us? All our
miseries are wiped off when we see you.'

Shri Guru smiled and said, ‘| am always at this éabar. You live here happily. Amarpur is also my
dwelling place. Those who worship you, this Audumbad the Padukas here, all their desires will be
fulfilled, and they will get four purusharthas. Omdno takes bath at Papvinashi, Kanya and Siddha
Tirthas, worships the Audumbar and these Padukasefeen days, even if his wife is 60 years old and
sterile. If one recites a mantra, under this Audamhbith a pure mind, it will be a great virtue. Oa&h
rounds of this tree will wipe off leprosy and onlesdy would be bright as gold. Such is the sigaifice

of this place.’

Saying this, Shri Guru came to Gangapur on the baBhima.

Chapter 20 - A Brahmani Relieved from Brahmahatya ad gets

Issues.

Gangahar, a Vedic-Brahmin lived at Shirol. His wifas devoted and good-natured. But the misery was
that she had no children. She got issues but theljea after birth in the childhood. She got issumit
they all died after birth in the childhood. She etved fasts and vratas, but they bore no fruit.

Some Brahmins said, "This is due to the sin ofgtexious birth. Those who commit abortions become
sterile. Those who kill a cow or a horse and takeits wealth, have no issues in the next birth.'

One Brahmin told her "You took some money from alBnin of Shounak Gotra. He asked you to pay
the money many times and at last he committeddrii¢ie spirit does not allow your issues to live.'

The Brahmin was very sorry to know this. She retpeethe Brahmin to suggest means to get relief from
the spirit trouble.

The Brahmin said, "After the death of the Brahmim death rituals were not performed. You go to the
bank of Krishna, observe fast for one month, bathtae Papvinashi and worship Audumhar for 7 days,
do abhishek to Shri Guru, bathe in the Kamya Tan give Rs.100/- to a Brahmin of Shounak Gotra and
observe the death rituals of the Brahmin Then Ghru will protect you.'

The Brahmin said to her, "Shri Guru lives at thedémbar. He protects his devotees from all the
miseries. You spend money as per your circumstamcéise advice of Shri Guru.'

The Brahmini went to the place. Bathing in the Fa@shi, she took rounds of the Audumber. Bathing in
the Kamya Tirth she worshipped Shri Guru and oleskfast. After 3 days the Shounak Gotra Brahmin
came in her dream and began to thrash her. Shestmiter of the Audumbar tree. Shri Guru appeared
and asked the Brahmin why he was beating the Brahrkearing what the Brahmin told, Shri Guru
said, 'If you harass my devotee, | shall punish. ystcept whatever this Brahmani offers to you and
leave her. Mind if you again harass her.'

The Brahmin's spirit bowed to Shri Guru and sdidis'my good fortune that | could see you. | sl

as per your order. Kindly liberate me.'

Shri Guru told the Brahmini, "You give the moneyuyloave, in charity in the name of the Brahmin's
spirit, “Shri Guru told the spirit. “After the rdls of 10 days, you shall be free from this life.’
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When the Brahmani had worshipped the Audumbar fdays, Shri Guru came in her dream and said,
"All your sins are wiped off. You will now have sband daughters. Who will have long life.'

She acted as asked by Shri Guru for 10 days. HesfdBrahmahatya was wiped off and the spirit & th
Brahmin was liberated from the spirit life. On tlast day Guru appeared in her dream and placed two
coconuts in her sari and asked her to do theuastibn (Udyapan) of her vrat.

The Brahmin couple worshipped Shri-Guru with demotiShri Guru appeared before them. The Brahmin
got two sons in course of time.

Thread ceremony of the first son was duly celeldraBhout (shaving the hair on the head) ceremony of
the second was to be performed; but the boy feld due to tetanus and died on the third day afteatg
suffering. The parents began to weep in grief.

The Brahmani said, “Shri Guru, you are the dondru# and real things. | believed in your wordswHo
did this happen? Due to the sin of Brahmahatyak tour shelter. Due to the fear of a tiger a coeg

to a Muslim and he kills the cow. Similar has begncase.

Next morning the Brahmins of the place tried tosma her and demanded the corpse of the boy for
funeral; but she held the corpse of her son atrasad refused to give it and said, ‘Burn me algh wi
this corpse.'

The Brahmins said, "'Does mother give her life whht of a son? How foolish you are! Besides, to
commit suicide is a great sin'. It was afternoaut; $he did not part with the corpse. In the meamtam
Sanyasi came there and began to advise her.'

Chapter 21 - The Dead Child Became Alive

The Sanyasi said, "You are mourning in vain. He Wwhe come to birth, in this world has to die. How
long can last the foam or a bubble in the waters Dlody is made of five principles and when they ar
separated, the body also perishes. Satwa, Raj amdare the three qualities of those principlesw&at
begets god, Raj begets human being and Tam begetsnd Man does good and bad actions and
accordingly he gets enjoyment or suffering in th&trbirth.

Being deluded by affection and agreed, men havasphes or miseries. They are dependent on the
actions of the previous birth. Even Gods and Rikhige to suffer. Only is not grieved at death.

When a female is pregnant, in the beginning thesfeis no shape; but it develops and comes todricth

it is therefore evident that it will perish one day body is like a bubble in the water. Some die in
childhood, some in youth and some in old age asg@wns of the past life. But due to affectiorisitaid
that she is the mother. He is the father, son,,ifend and so on. The body appears to be claarif s

full of flesh, blood, urine, filth etc.

As one comes to birth one's enjoyment and suffeailggdestined. No one has won victory over death.
One sees treasure in dream but of what use camiit practical life? You had many lives in diffeten
yoins i.e. species e.g. animals, birds, worms, lmub&ng etc.; but how many of these can you recidlle

If you had been a human being can you tell me whofgeor daughter you had been? If you cannot know
this, why do you mourn saying "my son.'? You give torpse to the Brahmins for funeral.'

Hearing the advice of the Sanyasi, the Brahmaui, S¥iou have advised me but | am not satisfiedifnd
the fate is unchangeable, why one should adore Gaash is not transformed into gold by the touah
Paris (Philosopher's stone) what is its signifiegh8eing unfortunate, | adored Shri Guru. If one ha
fever, one goes to a physician and seeks relibisynedicine.

Shri Narsinh Saraswati is the incarnation of TrisM(iThree Gods). He blessed us by giving us saitfs w
long lives. How can it be untrue? In the circumses why this calamity should befall me? Therelore
have decided to give up my life.'

Hearing her decision, the Sanyasi said, "Shri Gasiblessed you to have sons having long livestihd
your son has died, then you should better go tpldee of audumbar with your dead child.’

Being encouraged in this fashion, she tied the bafdyer son at her back and came to Audumbar. She
dashed her head on the padukas and began to nfmithe night was approaching the Brahmins again
asked for the dead body, but she refused to gikie. Brahmins said ‘the body will emanate foul odor
tomorrow and then she will have to give it." Saythis, they went home. Only the parents remained
there. Later on after midnight the parents felvdsp and got a nap due to exertion.

In her dream she saw a person with vibhuti markgherbody, a wreath of rudraksha round the neck, a
Trishul in the hand and a tiger skin on the bodg.gdid to her, "Why are you blaming me and moufhing
What ails your son? Saying so he applied bhasmiébbuti to the forehead of the son, opened his mout
and blew air into it by his mouth. Thus oxygen ivdased in his body. The result was that the bayalne
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to move his limbs and came to life.

At first sight she was frightened. She thought tha sees in one's dream whatever is in one's ind.

as she awoke she found that the boy was making mevieand his body was warm. At first she placed
the boy away out of fear but the boy sat and asikesomething to eat as he was hungry. She tookidim
her breast. Milk came out profusely from the papsen she gave up fear and was delighted. She arouse
her husband. Both bowed to the Padukus of shri Gumal prayed, "Kindly forgive us for our harsh
words.' They took rounds of the tree and went &ihb

After bath they washed the blood on the Padukasnamghipped them with great devotion. By this time
it was morning. The Brahmins came there againHerftineral, but they were wonderstruck to see the
child alive. All were glad to see this miracle gdised the greatness of Shri Guru.

Chapter 22 - An old, barren buffalo gives milk

Shri Guru was staying at the Sangam and used tm geangapur for alms. There were about a 100
Brahmin families in Gangaur. Amongst them a poatBnin lived with his devoted wife. He had an old
barren she buffalo, Putting a rope in her nostsite was hired for carrying load, earth and othtizles.

He lived on the petty amount of the hire thus resei

One day Shri Guru came to this Brahmin at middayafms. Other Vedic Brahmins said, "We have good
delicious food at our houses. Still Shri Guru prnefd to go to this poor Brahmin They felt sorry.riSh
Guru wished to do parmath without discretion ohrr poor. Shri Krishna went to stay with Vidur
instead of King Duryodhan. He accepted simple, soéood at Vidur's house. Similarly Shri Guru loved
satvic persons more. Even bad fate was changduelfavor of Shri Guru.

It was the month of Vaishakh and so the heat ofSha was terrible. When Shri Guru came to the
Brahmin's house, he had gone out. His wife boweihio Guru and offered : him a seat. She said, "My
husband will soon return with corn. Kindly wait famwhile.'

Shri Guru: "There is a she buffalo at yours. Théy @o you not give me milk?'

Brahmani: This she buffalo is old and has no telgibreover she is barren from birth. So we use ber f
hire and have put a rope in her nostrils. We linghe petty amount of hire.

Shri Guru: You are not telling me the truth. Go &k out milk and give it to me now.

When shri Guru talked in this fashion, the womaokta pot and went to the she buffalo and began to
milk her. When two pots-full of milk were obtaineshe was surprised and believed that he was not an
ordinary sanyasi, but was an incarnation of god Béiled the milk and respectfully offered it toriSh
Guru. Shri Guru was pleased and said, "Lakshmi lividl at yours incessantly." He then went to the
Sangam.

When the Brahmin returned, he learnt what had haggheHe said to his wife, "Our poverty is now wiped
out. Let us go to Shri Guru.' They both went to #aagam and worshipped Shri Guru with devotion. As
blessed by Shri Guru, the Brahmin had a son, daughiealth and long life and they lived happily.

Chapter 23 - Liberation of Brahma-Rakshas Establisment of a
Math at Gangapur

Next day some people came to the Brahmin to takeslhé buffalo on hire. The Brahmin said that he
would not give her as she was giving milk. He shiwaethe people the two pots of milk she was giving
She was barren till yesterday and she had nevar pesgnant. Yet she was giving milk. All were
surprised to see the miracle. The news spreadatiand the chief officer of the town also camé&riow
about it. He came to the Brahmin and asked himheuniracle.

The Brahmin said, "This miracle has occurred dukedlessing of the Sanyasi living at the Sangden.

is an incarnation of God. He came for alms at mydgissterday. As there was no corn at home, he asked
to give him milk as alms. My wife told him that tlkbe buffalo was barren. The Sanyasi was angry and
he asked her to milk the buffalo in his presenteuals really wonder that the buffalo began to gtk

from that time. She has become a Kamadhenu for us.'

Hearing this, the Gramadhipati with his wife anddrien and other men went to the Sangam to see the
Sanyasi. He bowed to him and began to praise himG&u asked him about his intention of coming
there. The officer said with folded hands, 'Inste&tlving in the jungle, Swami should establisimath

and live in the town and guide us in spiritual iifem time to time. | will build the math for you.’

Sri Guru thought that it was time to disclose Hithsethe society. He therefore agreed to the psapo
The officer seated Sri Guru in a palkhi (palanquiith respect and took him to the Ganagapur to the
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accompaniment of music. All the people of the tmame for Guru's Darshan and worshipped Him. They
praised Him with the words, 'Hail, Oh Lord, Victoly You.' The Swami reached the South Gate of the
town. There was a Peepal tree there in which ai@ue demon was living for a long time. He had been
very cruel in his previous life. All houses arouthé tree had been destroyed. But when the demon saw
Sri Guru coming in the procession he ran towards, liowed at His lotus feet and said, 'Oh Guru,
redeem me. Your Darshan has destroyed all my balitigs.' Guru said, 'Go to the Sangam immediately,
take a bath in it, then your sins will be washe@wand you will get liberation.'

The demon then took a bath in the Sangam, retuanddowed at Guru's feet. Sri Guru placed his hand
on the demon's head and blessed him. Thereupondm®n changed into a human being and was
liberated from his curse. During Sri Guru's Smédrarieft the place. All those who saw this incidsaid,

'Oh Guru, you are not a mortal being. You are aifestation of Dattatreya Himself. Victory to YouhO
Sri Guru Deva Datta.'

As promised, the Gramadhipati built a math for Guru and worshipped Him every day with devotion.
Sri Guru went to the Sangam every day for Anushtiifse Gramadhipati took him there in a palanquin
and went with Him. Thus Guru's fame spread far amde, and with the touch of His lotus feet
Gannagappur became a Punya Kshetra, a holy plaakyomage.

Chapter 24 - Trivikram bharati Sees Vishwaroop of &ri Guru

Kumasi is a village near ganagapur. Here livedikiram Bharati, who had studied three Vedas. Heavas
devotee of Shri Narahari, Hearing the name of &uwiu, he said, 'Such kind of high living does not
become a Sanyasi.' He criticized Shri Guru in Way.

Shri Guru asked Gramadhipati to arrange for goingumasi. Elephant, horses, pageantry and musicians
were gathered. Shri guru was seated in a palkhaagrdnd procession started towards Kumasi.

As usual trivikram was worshipping Narahari in higxd. But he could not see the shrine of Narahmari i
mediation. He saw all the persons were sanyasts stitks in hand and having the appearance of Shri
Narahari. He was amazed. He fell flat before thecgssion praying 'You are Trimurti God, Guru of the
universe. | could not know you due to my ignorartedly disclose yourself in your real form. Youear
all-pervading Narasimha Saraswati. | see here dhare yatis having the same appearance. | cannot
recognize you and bow to you. | have committed n&ing but | have been doing you "manaspuja’ daily.
It seems that it is bearing fruit today, and | héwve pleasure to see thyself. You have descendeitid¢o
liberation of the ignorant persons like us. So kirshow me your real hallowed form."'

Being praised by Trivikram in this way, Shri Guppaared before him in his real form in the processi
Shri Guru said to him, "You have been criticizing end have called me a pretender. Just tell meisvho
a pretender.’

Trivikram said, "Kindly pardon me. Wipe off my igramce. | am sinking in the sea of ignorance. Give
me a lift in the boat of knowledge and take me witlu. Shri Krishna showed Vishwaroop to Arjuna.
Similarly you have favored me by showing your unsa form. Oh guru of the Universe, your greatness
cannot be fully described by people like me.'

Shri Guru: "You have known the Paramartha. You mdft have any birth hereafter.' Blessing Trivikram
Shri Guru returned back to Ganagapur.

Chapter 25 - Impudent brahmins vanity

There was a cruel Muslim king in Vidura. He used#l the Brahmins, ask them to recited Vedas and
explain their meaning. He would then give moneguoh Brahmins. He would say that if Brahmins Kill
animals in sacrifices, then why should they blaméou killing animals?

One day two Brahmins, knowing three Vedas, cantbading and said to him, "If there are any learned
Brahmins in your city, call them to discuss withamsall the four Vedas.

The king inquired, but no learned Brahmin came #oduo discuss with these Brahmins. They decided to
visit other places in the country and discuss. ¥eadh Brahmins and obtain victory certificatesnfro
them.

In course of time they came to Kumasi and inviteiikram Bharati for discussion or else demanded a
certificate for victory.

Trivikram bharati humbly declined to discuss. Buedo their persistence he said, "My Gurudev raside
at Ganagapur. Let us go there. You will be givetifaeates if necessary.'

Trivikram Bharati and two Brahmins came to Ganagajpuvikram bowed to Shri Guru and told him
why those Brahmin had come there .
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Shri Guru asked the Brahmins' "Why do you want iscubs? We being sanyasis do not give any
importance to victory or defeat. What will you gdiyn such discussion?'

The Brahmins said, "We have roamed all over thenttgtand have won victory everywhere. Here we

have several certificates of victory. Hence you &ndikram can both discuss with us.’

Shri Guru: "Vanity results in destruction. What wadi's fate? What did Banasur gain? Ravana and
Kauravas have also perished. Even Brahma and alberst know all the Vedas. So think over again and
give up the idea of discussing.'

Still he impudent Brahmins insisted to have a dis@n.

Chapter 26 - Vedas Analyzed

Shri Guru said, "Even rishis had to take greatg#&inlearn Vedas. In KaliYuga the span of life lgein
short, it is impossible to learn all the Vedas ctatgly.'

Bharadwaj asked Brahmadev to teach him the VedeshnBadev showed him three heaps of Vedas,
which appeared as huge as hills. Bharadwaj wasistlto see them. He then requested Brahmadev to
give as much of the Vedas as he could learn. Brdbmgave him three handfuls of Vedas. He could not
study even these. Mantras of the three Vedas weparated, which formed the fourth Veda-Atharva
Veda.

Vyas, the incarnation of Shri Vishnu, taught thizse VVedas to his four disciples. He narrated rigavéo
“Pail'. It was tall and of a prominent neck. It femdharp sight and was as bright as the Sun. dtsa@vas
Atri, it's God. Brahma, it's Chhand (metre)-Gayatrd Upaveda Ayurveda. It has 5 parts and 6 Braeman
and Arans.

Vyas narrated Vaishampayan', the second disciégurveda, which is full of rituals for different
sacrifices. It was 5-Ranti tall. It's Gotra was fatelvaj, it was thin and its Chhand was Trishtup.Gobd
was Mahavishnu. It was also as bright as the SdrtatUpaveda was Dhanurveda. It has 86 parts.
Samveda is the third Veda, which pleases by itdanMyas narrated this to "Jaimini' his third digei It

is 6-Ratni tall, calm and controlled. Its lips aesl, and a has a stick in its hand. Its Gotra ishifap,
Guru is Rudra, and chhand is Jati. Its Upavedarsiigarva. It is divided in many parts.

Highly learned Vyas narrated "Sumantu,' his fodliitiple, the fourth “Atharvaveda'. Its God is Dave
Gotra is baijan, chhanda is Swachhanda and Upaseétkira Shastra. It has 9 parts and 5 kalpas.

No one can know all these four fully. Knowing omlyart of the Vedas, how do you say you know &l th
Vedas?

Due to knowledge of Vedas, Brahmins were highlypeesed in the past. They were called Gods-of-the-
earth-Bhoosur. Even kings worshipped them. Threatggods were under their control due the strength
of the Vedas. Indra and other Gods were afraiti®@Brahmins as they could turn a straw into a maiont
and a mountain into a straw. Shri Vishnu also retpgethe Brahmins.

In KaliYuga the Brahmins have given up the Vedithpand so their power is lot. They serve lower
classes, sell Vedas. Though there are severalgfdtie Vedas, many parts are lost.

You say that you know four Vedas, but do you kndw &nd of any Veda? So do not persist for
discussion. Better you go away from here. Do ndadtevgiour lives in vanity.'

The impudent Brahmins could not appreciate ShriuGuadvice and they still said, "Either discusswit
us or give us a certificate to that effect.’

Shri Guru was enraged to see their attitude. Hi Shét it be as you desire. Just is a rat cutssities of

a box of a serpent or a butterfly jumps on a Inyap, are digging your own grave.'

Chapter 27 - Harijan Becomes A Learned Brahmin

Shri Guru saw a man passing by. He asked his ékscip call him. He was a Harijan. He bowed to Shri
Guru and prayed for liberation.

Shri Guru gave a stick to a disciple and asked tohimraw seven parallel lines. On doing this shriGu
asked the Harijan to cross a line. The Harijans#dgshe first line and Shri Guru asked him who ls.w
He said he was a Kirat. On crossing the second iaehad more knowledge. On crossing the third he
said he was a gangasut i.e. a boatman. On croggrfgurth he became a Shudra. On crossing the fift
he became Somdatta Vaishya. On crossing the sethals a Kshatriya named godavary. On crossing the
seventh line, he said, ‘| am a Brahmin. | know \&dahastras, Vyakran and my name is Adhyapak
(Teacher).

Shri Guru said, "These two Brahmins have comedoudis Vedashastras. You may discuss with them' So
saying he asked him to apply enchanted vibhutigdbdy due to which he looked more bright.
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Seeing this miracle, the Brahmins began to tremlilfle fear and started getting pain in the heareyrh
fell on the feet of Shri Guru and said, "We areagadfenders. Kindly forgive us and liberate usuYare
incarnation of three Gods and Guru of the worlduiygreatness is indescribable.’

Shri Guru said, “You have harassed Trivikram Murd Aave committed many other offenses’' You will
become brahma-rakshasas and have to suffer forsyasit

The Brahmins again entreated, "How shall we beffara this worldly sea?'

Shri Guru : 'You shall be Brahma-Rakshasas foruavgkears. Shuknarayan, a Brahmin will come and
advise you and then your sins will be wiped off god will be liberated. You go to the river nowhd&
Brahmins went to the river. They had severe heairt-pnd they died, They lived as Brahma-Rakshasas
and after twelve years they were liberated.

The Harijan Brahmin said to Shri Guru, 'l was alBnan, then how was | degenerated? What sins had |
committed? Kindly enlighten me.'

Chapter 28 - Advice of Karma Vipak to the Harijan

Shri Guru said, "I will tell you the account of yopast life. One gets birth as per one's good or ba
actions. If Shudra enjoys with a Brahmin woman kedmes a chandal. Brahmins and persons of other
castes are degenerated if they lead a faulty life.

One who leaves his parents or Guru and goes elsevalngl who forsakes his wife, becomes a chandal.
One who adores other deities, leaving one's fagulg, who speaks a lie, who kills animals, sells his
daughter, takes Shudra's food, sells horses, emjilgsShudra women, sets fire to the forest, seépara
cow from its calves, rides on an ox, becomes ad#lan

A Brahmin after going to a holy place, does nohbahere and does not observe six Karmas, his first
wife being alive, marries with another and forsakthe first, who enjoys with widows, becomes
degenerated. Similarly one who breaks tanks antsweduses split in Brahmins' houses, enjoys with
wives of master, Guru or a friend, takes mealhiendvening, runs away from the battle field leatimg
master, tells vedas to shudras, does not obseradrsh) (anniversary of parents etc.) speaks abwis o
virtues, administers medicines without knowing fhése, censures Hari and Har also gets birth in a
chandal family.

One who learns mantras from shudras, mixes watepiwis milk, becomes a dog. One who criticizes
Vedas, disrespects. Brahmins, suffers from storienbladder. One who causes abortions of women,
becomes neutral and even if he has issues thegtd&urvive.

One who steals gold, suffers from syphilis, he vgbeals book becomes blind. One who steals at his
friend's house, suffers from glands in the neckhiéf of food articles suffers from tumor. One wiages
away other's wife, becomes a Brahma Rakshas. Opetaides away money offered to god becomes a
leper. One who takes away money offered to Godrhesa steals cow's milk becomes a leper.

The bad results of adultery are given in Shantg@ast Mahabharat. One who embraces other's wife,
becomes a dog for 100 lives and then a serpentwbnoesees the vagina of other's wife becomes blind.
One who enjoys with a friend's wife or maternaltabecomes a dog If a Shudra enjoys with a Brahmin
woman, both will become worms.’

Hearing this Trivikram asked, "If one has commitéesin, how can it be wiped off?'

Shri Guru: 'If there is real repentance, the simwiged off. Prayashchittas (Puritive acts) are giue
"Karma Vipak' as follows. Take Brahmadand. Give et ornaments in charity to a Brahmin. If this is
not possible give money. If the sin is minor théring of a gold coin will suffice. If a man and higfe
both have committed a sin both should take Praydishor recite "ayatri' mantra ten thousand tires
feed 12 Brahmins. "Gayatri Krichhra' "Prajapati difira’ means to take meal once a day or take
"madhukari' (food alms taken at Brahmins) and Hasts for 3 days, mild sins are wiped off by thit a

In "Ati Krichhra' take 15 morsals of food in the mimg and 12 in the night or take eight morsels of
madhukari food each in the morning and in the nilake ghee for 3 days and milk for 3 days, liveyon
on air for 3 days and then only milk for 3 days &inein take only milk for 21 days. A weak person can
observe fast taking ti, gur, parched paddy (Lalm).Parna Krichhra' water in which leaves of certai
trees are dipped, is to be taken. One should @eolag's sin in meeting openly. "Tirth Krichhra' meéo

go to a holy place, take bath and recite Gayatritragor twelve hundred times. All sins are destaypy
doing this. Bath at Setubandh wipes off sin ofikgla child in womb. Recitation of a crore of Gayat
mantra wipes off even the sin of a Brahmahatya.

Pavmansukta, Indra mitra, Shunah shep, Apamadtadyighnoh, Purushsukta from the Vedas will wipe
off sins if recited daily. Taking of Panch GavyaiXtare of 5 things i.e. Cow's milk, curds, gheewtn
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urine and dung) after repentance, destroys singritbed due to ignorance.

Brahmahatya, drinking, enjoying with guru's wifbeft of gold and cooperation in these crimes aee th
five great sins which are destroyed by the favdBlufi Guru'.

Shri Guru told the Harijan, "You were a Brahmin lgou disregarded your parents and therefore, you
have become a chandal. You bathe at the sangaamfionth and your sins will be wiped off'.

The Harijan said, "A crow becomes a Rajhansa onggtai the Manas lake, similarly | have been pure by
your sight (darshan). How can the iron transfornmtd gold by the touch of paris (Philosopher's sjon
be iron again ?' Assimilate me now amongst the iBmag!.

Shri Guru smiled and said, "You are born in a l@aste. How can you be a Brahmin without change of
the present day? In the former times, Vishwamites Wworn as Kshatriya, by penance he called himaself
‘Brahmarshi'. Indra and other gods said, "If ouugéashishta calls you ‘Brahmarshi' we shall follois
verdict.' Vashishta did not address VishwamitraBrahmarshi' Vishwamitra was enraged and he killed
100 sons of Vashishta and came to eat the flesieaforpse. Thus the bhasma touched the dead lbody o
the Brahmin He being a sinner, was being takenhleyYtamadoots. But as his body had the marks of
bhasma, Shivadoots also came to carry him to Shplace. The Shivadoots attacked the Yamadoots,
who then left the Brahmin's corpse and complaimeddma, who came to the Shivadoots and angrily
asked them. 'Why did you take that sinful Brahmenf my men?' The Shivadoots told him, 'The body of
the Brahmin and marks of bhasma on it and so aSipea's orders we are taking him to touch the body
with marks of Bhasma.' Being satisfied Yama thentvesvay.

Brahma rakshas said, "When | was the king, | hadtcocted a tank in a forest and had given sont lan
to the Brahmins. So as told by Yama, | had theufetto see you in this 25th life. Kindly tell mewho
bhasma is to be applied and liberate me from thkeayf births and deaths.'

Vamandev said, ‘Shri Shankar had gone to Mandraalbalg with his Rudragan. Indra, Brahmadeva,
Vashishta, a, Yaksh, gandharva and Rishis alsctia there to see Shri Shankar. Who was seated on a
beautiful throne, having seven back grounds, aly \eight and made of precious stones. He had the
Moon on his forehead, locks of hair on his headkshak on one ear and Vasuki on the other and wseath
of serpents around this neck. He had trishul inttared, Damaru (drum) in the second, sword handd, he
different weapons. He was sitting with Parwati dexho was wearing rich clothes and ornaments.
Sanatkumar requested Shri Shankar to tell some snégnwhich one could attain all the four
Purusharthas.

Shri Shankar said, 'have tripundra (3 lines) onftrehead and apply bhasma on the body. This will
destroy all the sins, such as taking the wealtbtloérs, enjoying with others, wives, cajoling, giyifalse
witness, stealing of cow, land, gold or till, sedimilk, flesh,salt and doing adultery etc. anemafteath
one goes to heaven.

Vamandev gave enchanted Bhasma to the Brahma RaWdtmaapplied it to his body and had tripundra
on his forehead. He was at once transformed imlestial person and a plane descended to takéohim
the heaven.

Though Bhasma has much greatness, the greatn&uwidburu is still more and so due to the favor of
Vamandev the Brahma Rakshas was liberated.’

Chapter 29 - The Great Power of Bhasma

Trivikrama bowed to Sri Guru and asked. 'Oh Guaw klid the Chandala get knowledge. And how did it
vanish after the bath?'

Sri Guru said,'He received knowledge when | spadkVibhuti, the sacred ashes on him. His knowledge
disappeared when the ashes disappeared. One whesagiphuti will become pure and whole and get
knowledge of Brahman.' Then He narrated a story:

In Krithayuga there was a Mahayogi nhamed Vamadeeaused to apply Bhasma to His body. He was
without pride and desire. Once He wandered intorest named Krauncharanya. There a demon came to
eat Him. But as He held Vamadeva, some bhasma amifeva's body rubbed off onto his body. As a
result, the demon's sins were washed away andckeseel enlightenment. 'Oh, Trivikrama, one's sies a
washed away on one's coming into contact with agreof good character and integrity.'

The demon bowed to Vamadeva and prayed for redempdri Guru asked the demon about him. The
demon said,"Now | remember my 25 previous birtiegore which | was a king named Durjaya. | was a
wicked king, harassed my citizens, including wonaerd drank alcohol. Due to all this | had to ginéd

and become a ghost for a hundred years. Then lhotkk as a dog, a jackal, and other animals. | was
tired of all these births. Then | became a demdthoigh | eat so many animals, | am still hungrg.IS

34



came to eat You. But the contact with Your body Washed my sins away. | have attained peace and
acquired knowledge. Oh compassionate one, redeerande=xplain to me how | attained knowledge due
to contact with the Bhasma on Your body.'

Vamadeva said, 'The power of Bhasma is great andldss. You touched my body on which | had
applied the sacred ashes.' With these words héhpypower of the Shiva mantra into the Bhasma and
gave it to the demon to apply.

The demon said, 'Oh Sri Jagadguru, | met You duayt@ood deeds in my previous birth. As a king |
had built a water tank, and gave lands and cov&rabmins,so now | have been rewarded. | have been
purified." With these words he applied Bhasma ®lddy. On doing so he immediately got a heavenly
body.

Vamadeva was an incarnation of Trimurthy (Datta)ey form of a Rishi. As Jagadguru He wandered
from place to place to redeem humans. This demareddo Vamadeva and attained moksha. This was
the story Sri Guru told to describe the glory obBima.

The power of Bhasma is great. Even a demon wasidawét. But no Mantra is successful unless it is
blessed by a Guru. That is why they say no salvdasigpossible without the Guru. He is the liberatond

the protector.

Chapter 30 - The Death of a Young Brahmin Husband

When Shri Guru lived at Ganagapur, his name anc fapnead all over the country. The desires of all
were fulfilled by the favor of Shri Guru.

Gopinath a rich Brahmin lived at Mahur. His issdasnot survive. Both the Brahmin and his wife were
devotees of Shri Datta. They had a son. When heofvasyears, his thread ceremony was celebrated.
When he became twelve years old, his marriage wkbiated. When he was of 16 years, the couple
looked very charming. Both loved each other intgnse

Unfortunately the youth fell ill. Many medicines regiven. His wife served him devotedly. He coutd n
take full meals. So she also did not take mealgerAf years he developed consumption. His bodytethit
foul odor. Even physicians did not like to go nban. But his wife served and nurses him with great
devotion. She took only as much food as her husbawki The medicines given to him were also taken
by hr. She gave up rich garments and lived a vienpls life.

The parents of the couple were rich. They wereqghio see the sufferings of their son and daughter-
law. Jap,vrat,charity,sacrifices,feeding of thelBnéns and the poor had been done;but all was fullle
were passing days in grief, relying on the AlmigGtyd.

The youth tried to console his parents and wifevanious ways. The wife requested her father and
mother-in-law to send then to some good holy pl&te said,'My husband would recoup his health there
Shri Guru Narasimha Saraswati lives at Ganagapsrnéime and fame have spread all over the country.
Hence send us to him.'

The parents managed for their journey to Ganagaodibade them good bye with heavy hearts. One the
way, the youth had tridosh and when they reacheth@pur, the youth died. The wife wept bitterlyeSh
dashed her head on the ground. The local persiedstér console her but it was in vain. She exclaintie
brought you away from your parents and have beeicdlise of your death. | have committed a great sin
How can | show my face to them now?' She fell andbad body and wept. She decided to observe 'sati’
and burn herself with the body of her husband.

In the mean while, there arrived a bright lookiramyasi with ash(bhasma) marks on his body, with a
wreath of Rudraksh round the neck and locks of diatis head. Knowing the cause of her mourning, he
began to advise her saying, 'Every one gets thiedirhis actions in the past. You need not mounrtre
death of this youth. Every one who is born hasi¢oothe day or the other. When Ganga is flooded; log
of wood from different places come together andragart. Several birds come for shelter on a tnetheé
night and fly away in the morning. Similar is a finlife. Due to affection, we say my father,mother
husband, son,daughter etc. but just as foam orlésilibwater do not last long, so is the life ois garth.

Life is like a dream, so do not mourn.'

Chapter 31 - Code of Woman's Behavior

Hearing the advice, the young wife requested tmy&s to tell her how she should behave.

The Sanyasi explained to her the code of femalebeh He said , 'This code is mentioned in theH{as
Khand of the Skand Purana. Agasti Muni lived in iaslis wife Lopamudra was a great devoted wife.
Vindhyagiri(mountain) was a disciple of Agasti. @ndarada came to Vindhya and said, 'you are praise
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worthy in all respects, but there is only one thivanting in you. You are not as high as Merugiri.'

Hearing this, Vindhya got enraged and began to gktevgrew so high that he touched the sky. Due to
this, the entire country in the sough of Vindhyanged into darkness. Consequently the Brahminsicoul
not observe their daily rites and sacrifices. ThghR told this to Indra, who went to Brahmadev and
narrated this to him. Brahmadev said,'Agasti is@uweu of Vindhyagiri. Send him southwards. Seeing
Agasti Vindhya will come down to bow to him. Agastiould then ask him to be in that very positiod an
not grow high. In this way this calamity can be ozed.’'

Indra, accompanied by Brahaspati and other godse ¢a Agasti at Kashi. They worshipped Agasti and
Lopamudra and praised them. At that time Brahg@iiru of the Gods) narrated the code of behavior of
a devoted wife. He said, '‘Arundhati,
Savitri,Anasuya,Lakshmi,Parwati,Shantarupa,Menkai{E8andhyadevi ,Suryakanta,Swahadevi have all
been devoted wives. So is Lopamudra a great dewaifed Every devoted wife dines after her husband
has dined. She respects the guests, and the eldgrgreets her husband, when he comes from outside.
She does not disobey her husband. She worshigsieband thinking him to be Shri Shankar. She serves
him in the night and goes to sleep after her hustias slept. She gets up before her husband, dieans
courtyard and sprinkles it with water. After bathesworships her husband and takes his teerth(Toe
dipped water.). She dresses and wears ornaments lv@nehusband is at home. When he goes out, she
does not have a make up Even if the husband speakhly to her, she does not retort. She does not
abuse him. When he comes home she greets him kadhias what he wants. A devoted wife, when she
goes out, does not look at other persons and ehame soon.

She not observe any vrat or fast or does not gnething in charity without the permission of her
husband. If there is some function, fair or cereynionthe town, she does not go without the huslsand'
instructions. If the husband is happy, she is mjgated and if he is in grief, she will not comgfigd. If

she is in monthly course, she does not come it sbher husband and does not hear the Vedas. After
bath on the fourth day, she gives company to hebdwd and in his absence she only sees the Sun. She
applies halad-kunkum-kajal and wears the mangalsotind her neck, bangles on her wrists for thg lon
life of her husband. She does not make friendsliip twe washerwomen, concubines, atheists and those
who cajole their husbands.

A woman should not live deserting her mother attldeiain-laws, brother-in-law, brother and sist&ke
should not bother putting off all her clothes. Siheuld not sit on grinding stone or mortar-pesfiee
should not argue with her husband. She should eloave in such a way that he would he displeased.
Even if the husband is moneyless, miserable, wéiakased or thoughtless the wife should consider hi
as god and be obedient to him. She should not camipian with other rich and strong persons and
censure him. Devoted service of the wife to hebhuod pleases Trimurti Dattatraya.

A woman retorting angrily to her husband becomds@ fox or dumb or pauper in seven lives. Even if
the husband is weak, he should not be disrega&ieei should not speak loudly or laugh in presence of
the elders. She should not look towards other persath lust. If she she does so, she is degraded
morally. A husband is the soul of his wife. Sheagarded auspicious as long as her husband is alive
After the husband's death, she is regarded indosgpicWhile going to some place, if a widow is séén

is considered inauspicious except to her own son.

If the wife observes, 'Sati' i.e. she burns henséli the dead body of her husband, she attainglady.

She liberates the persons of 42 generations(2fieohtisband and 21 paternal). If the husband isilsinf
still she takes him to heaven Yama's servants aleoafraid of a 'Sati'. The virtue of going 'sati'
immense. On the contrary if a woman is adultershe, sends her 42 generations to the hell. Those who
have a Sati in their homes, are really fortunateeyTattain four valours(Purusharthas). Their acts a
virtuous. That home is like a forest, which is weith a Sati.

In this way Brahaspati told Lopamudra regardinglibbavior of a devoted wife. The same was narrated
by the Sanyasi to the mourning woman.'

Chapter 32 - Behavior of a Widow: Dead Husband Madd&live

Brahaspati told regarding the behavior of a widexfalows: If the husband dies in the presencenef t
wife, then should observe “Sati'. But if she isgpamnt, if she has a child which is being fed onbreast

or if the husband dies at a far off place, thendauld not observe "Sati'. She should live asdowi

She should shave off the hair on the head, elséddsband goes to hell. She should bathe daily and
should have only one meal every day. She shouldrebs Chandrayan' i.e. take one morsel of food on
the first day of the bright (shuddha) fortnightcri@ase one morsel daily and take 15 morsels on the
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Poornima. In the dark fortnight (Krishna or Vadesthould go on decreasing one morsel daily and take
only one morsel of food on the Amavasya (new moay).dShe should not: take milk, should not sleep
on the bedstead, should not take mangal bathaker pan'. If she has no son, she should do ptétgy
worship Vishnu daily and act as per the wisheseofdead husband. She should wear white clothes.

In the Vaishakh month she should give an eartheselén charity. In the Kartik 'deep' should beegivo

a Brahmin. She should offer umbrellas and shogmeteons going on pilgrimage. She should take meal
cooked out of only one corn in Kartik. Whatevertwhe observes, it udyapan (ending function) should
also be duly done> If she has a son, she shouldsaper his wishes. Widows behaving in this way are
virtuous and even if their husbands are suffennigell, they would take them to heaven after tbeath.
Brahaspati had told to Lopamudra in relation witl tode of female behavior and the same was ndrrate
by the Sanyasi to the bereaved young woman. Thesalig'You now act as you wish. If you have
courage, you can observe, 'sati' and if you aatwslow, it will also be virtuous.

Bowing to the Sanyasi, the woman said, 'You are fiky Parents, brother and all. | have no relatives
here. You have told me the rules of behavior ot &d widow. | think it will be difficult for méo act

as a widow, for as | am young and fair the peoplerge will speak ill of me. So | think it is bettto
observe sati. You kindly give me your blessings.'

The Sanyasi blessed her and said, "'you have camedilong distance with your diseased husbandeo se
Shri Guru. What was destined to happen has happ&wed great men as Harishchandra, bhishma, could
not avoid it. Still you better see Shri Guru who exen win “Kal' and then observe Sati.'

He applied bhasma to her forehead, gave her 4 hehds and said. "Tie two in your husband's eats an
two around your neck and sprinkle teerth on theylmid/our husband and on yourself after rudrabhishe
to Shri Guru. After doing this, you may observei'Sahe sanyasi then went away.

The young woman started preparations for obsersdig She called Brahmins, gave prayashchittado th
body of her husband. She took a bath, wore a arikand then ornaments, applied haladi kunkum and
became ready to observe sati. The body of her hdslas taken to the river and she was going intfron
of the corpse with fire port in her hand. The yogin) of sixteen appeared as bright as goddessHraks
and all wondered to see her courage.

A pyre of wood and cow dung cakes was prepared.ydbbag woman offered vayan Haldi Kunkum and
mangal sutra to married women, bowed to them aidi Splease inform my parents and father and
mother-in-laws that we are staying at holy place are in good health. Otherwise out of grief thel}y w
give up their lives.'

She was praying all the way in the mind. "Oh Tritpuyour fame is widespread, and you possess all
siddhis. If a complaint is made to a ruler, he gijugstice. If one goes to a physician, he givegjiaiee

for relief. | came crossing 20 villages with thepldhat my husband will recover. | am coming to sk
how my husband expired on the way.

She saw Shri Guru sitting below an Ashwatha trebsie bowed to him respectfully. Shri Guru, blessed
her and said, "you shall have soubhagya for evez.g§ain bowed to Shri Guru and he exclaimed “you
will have 8 sons' the Brahmins accompanying het &hri Guru, “her husband has expired and she has
come here to see you before observing Sati.'

Hearing this Shri Guru smiled and said, "Her Sogphas everlasting. Bring her husband's body here
immediately. Let me see when he lost his life.’

Some persons soon brought the dead body beforesshui The strings were cut and the cloth covering
was removed. The Tirth of rudrabhishek was sprithkie the dead body and Shri Guru looked at it with
his sight full of nectar. Inmediately the Brahmiough sat up as if aroused from sleep. He was ashame
to see himself without clothes. He wore the dhot asked his wife why she did not awake him before,
why he was brought there and who was the Sanyhsiwife narrated to him all that had occurred. Then
both of them bowed to Shri Guru with devotion aregjdn praying to him. All The persons who had
assembled there were delighted to see the miracle.

One cynic person said to Shri Guru. "This Brahnitl s per his fate. How can he be alive?'

Shri Guru smiled and said, ‘I requested Brahmadegite 30 years' life from his next life to this
Brahmin youth.'

All were astonished to hear this. All bowed to SBrru and returned. They young Brahmin couple
bathed at the Sangam, worshipped Shri Guru dewoted pleased the Brahmins and the poor by giving
in charity.
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Chapter 33 - A Devoted Concubine

Next day the young Brahmin couple bowed to Shreri@uad sat before him. The wife asked Shri Guru,
‘when | was mourning, a Sanyasi advised me, gavé Redra beads and asked me to tie 2 breads in the
ears of my husband and to put 2 beads round my. kiecklso told me that when | go to see Shri Glru,
should sprinkle the Teerth of rudrabhishek on mglvéund's body and mine. Who was that Sanyasi?'

Shri Guru smiled and said, “seeing your devotiamyself gave you the Rudra beads. Sins do not touch
them who wear Rudraksh. The significance of Rudrakwvery great. One should wear a wreath of 1000
Rudrakshas. If this is not possible then have athref 108 beads round the neck, 40 on the heash 12
both ears. The wreath should contain silver, gold jprecious stones as diamond, emerald, pearll, cora
etc. One who bathes with Rudra beads on his bodtly the credit of Ganga bath. If Rudraksh is
worshipped, it is like worshipping shri Shiva lingéhe Rudrakshas have 1, 5, 11 or 14 holes. | sloall

tell you a tale in this respect.

There lived a king bhadrasen in Kashmere and im's s@ame was "Sudharma’. The name of his minister's
son was Tarak'. Both were fast friends. They wdrthe same age. Both of them had studied together.
They were devotees of Shiva. They were wreathsuolréksh and applied Bhasma to their bodies. They
did not like rich clothes and ornaments of gold gaths.

Once Parashar Rishi came there. The king greetdvarshipped him. The king said to the Rishi, ‘'my
son was Tarak'. Both were fast friends. They wdrthe same age. Both of them had studied together.
They were devotees of Shiva. They wore wreathsuafr&ksh and applied bhasma to their bodies. They
did not like rich clothes and ornaments of gold gaths.

Once Parashar Rishi came there. The king greetdvarshipped him. The king said to the Rishi, ‘'my
son is fond of Rudraksh and has no liking for golmdhes and ornaments befitting a Royal family aB&e
advise, him properly.'

Parashar said, ‘the account of the previous birjloor son and that of your Mantri, is wonderfuhére
lived a concubine in Nandigram She was very bedut#he wore golden sandals. Her ornaments, and her
bedsted was webbed with precious stone. She hadraoted a high class dancing hall, where she sang,
and danced daily. She had many attendants. SheRtiddaksh round their necks and taught them to
dance. She was a great devotee of Shiva and gasg@the Brahmins and others profusely.

One day a rich Vaishya, wearing a Rudraksha wreatme to her. He had in his hand a Shiva Linga of
precious stones, which was a bright as the Suncdheubine longed to have that Shiva Linga. Shedsk
her maid servant to ask the Vaishya if he wouldl thel Shiva Linga, or he would give it to her ifesh
accepted to serve him as a devoted wife for thage.d

When the maid servant told this to the Vaishyaladughed and said, | would gladly give this Linga t
your mistress, if she agrees to serve me as aetbwagfe for three days.' The Vaishya then saichi t
concubine, ‘you are a prostitute by professioncaste. How can | believe that you would be honétst w
me for three days? Take an oath for this.'

The concubine took the oath. I shall serve yowtktlly for three days.' He then gave the Lingado h
hand said, | love and regard this Linga even ntloa@ my life. If it is lost or destroyed, | shalivg up

my life. It should not be with you at sex-play. paesafe.’

She agreed and kept the Linga tied to a pillahéndancing hall. Both then entered the inner apartm
While they were enjoying, the dancing hall caugi &nd was burnt in no time. Efforts to extinguikh

fire were made, but the Linga was burnt! Seeing tiva precious Linga was burnt, the Vaishya arrdnge
a pyre and burnt himself.

The concubine was much grieved. She decided taabsgati' as she had agreed to be a devoted Wife o
the Vaishya. Her relatives tried to persuade h@nfgiving up her life, but she was firm in her resion.

She called the Brahmins and gave money in chaite arranged the pyre, took three rounds around it
and leapt in the fire of the pyre.

Instantly Shri Shiva with five heads and locks airton his head, caught her in his ten hands awkdher

out of the fire and said, | am pleased with yoevation. You are really a “sati. You can ask fdoan. |
myself had come to you as the Vaishya to test yoysgelf set the dancing hall on fire and enterexd th
pyre and got burnt.'

The concubine said, "Kindly take me with all myateles and servants to your place." Shri Shankar
seated them all in his divine plane and took theikdilas.
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Chapter 34 - Rajkumar and Mantrikumar devotees of $iri Shiva

Parashar further said, "The monkey has taken bstlyour son and the cook has become the Mantri
Kumar. Due to the training of the previous birthitbare "Dnyanis' and devotees of Shiva.

Hearing this the king asked, 'you have narratedattmunt of the previous births of these kumars, bu
what is their future?'

Parashar: "You ask about the future of your sohybu will be grieved to know the same.’

The King: Kindly tell me the truth. If it gives nggief, kindly suggest the means to get rid of it.’

Parashar: “Your son will live for two years. He Iwdie on the eighth day from today. For this you
worship Umakant (Shri Shiva), the Guru of the Unseg with Rudrasukta. The significance of this
Rudrasukta is very very great. This will save ifeedf your son.

"The four Vedas came out of the four mouths of Bratiev. Yajurveda contains this Rudrasukta.
Brahmadev told this Rudra to Maricha, Atri etc. 3@dRishis taught this to their disciples. Thusas h
come on this earth from generation to generatign.eBiting Rudra all the sins are wiped off. Youita

a hundred learned Brahmins and have ten thousaddafbhisheks on Shri Shiva Shankar. This will
enable your son to live a long life.'

The king invited Brahmins as instructed and Rudidi#k was started ceremoniously. On the eighth day
at midday the rajkumar all of a sudden fell ongheund senseless. Abhishek teerth was sprinklidaison
body and the Brahmins also threw enchanted "ak@i) of Rudra on the same. Due to this, Yamadoot
did not dare to come near the Rajkumar who soorkerom the swoon. His death was thus averted.
The king and the people were very much delightdee King spent much in charity. In the meantime,
Naradmuni came there and said, "Oh king, while Ydoots were taking away your son, Shivadoots
attacked them and freed your son. The Yamadoatsaileay to Yama and complained. Yama went to
Shri Shankar and asked, ‘why did your doots attagkdoots?' Shri Shankar said, ‘when rajkumar was
granted long life why did your doots go to snataim lvithout consulting Chitragupta (record-keeper of
lives of all beings)? They ought not to to have ggoWwhen record of chitragupta was checked, it was
found that though the kumar's life was twelve yesrrst, he was granted ten thousand year'ddtsr

on. Seeing this Yama repented and went away. Yaugst long life by virtue of rudra-Jap. His de&th
averted. Such is the great power of Rudrasukta.

Chapter 35 - Kach-Devayani

The young wife asked Shri Guru, "What is our fuluHow should | live hereafter? Please favor me with
a mantra'

Shri Guru said, "A wife should serve her husbanebtimlly. She needs no other advice or mantra. If a
mantra is given to a woman some calamity fallssTéievident from the tale of Kach-Devayani.

“In olden days the gods and demons were often at Sfaikracharya, the Guru of the demons, would
recite Mrityunjaya mantra and the dead demons wbaldthade alive. Therefore it was rather difficolt f
the gods to win the war. Indra, the king of the gg@knt to Shri Shankar and told him this fact. Shri
Shankar was very angry and he asked to call Shileradi, Shri Shiva's bull, went to Shukra, who was
meditation at that time. Nandi therefore held himhis mouth and brought him to Shri Shankar. Shri
Shankar at once devoured him. After some days, r@htdme out of the body of shri shankar through his
urine. He again started reciting Mrityunjaya marana brought the demons to life.

Indra told brihaspati, Guru of Gods, about amritjyani mantra of Shukracharya and said, "The @iiru
the demons makes them alive with the help of trasitna. You being the Guru of the gods why should
you not protect the gods?'

Brihaspati said, "If Sanjivani mantra is heard byesars, it will lose its importance. So it would better

to send someone as a pupil to learn the mantra $ouakracharya. Let my son Kacha be sent to him. He
will learn the mantra and return.’

Kacha took leave of the gods and came to Shukrgghate bowed to him and stood before him.
Shukracharya inquired who he wasp and why he hadecm him. Kacha replied "I am a Brahmin-
Kumar. Hearing your fame, | have come to learncair feet. shukracharya's only daughter Devayani was
standing by her father. She liked the Brahmin yand requested her father, Shukracharya to acaapt h
as his pupil. Shukracharya agreed and Kacha ststiagohg with him.

The demons did not approve of this as they suspdicte the gods would learn the Sanjivani manwenfr
Shukracharya and then it would be impossible fenthto win a victory over them. Therefore, when
Kacha had been to the forests for bringing dardan@ of grass), the demons killed him. In the engn
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when Kacha did not return home, Devayani requestedather to bring him home soon.

Shukra, by intuition knew that was dead so he edcBanjivani mantra and brought him to life. Kacha
then came home. Once again when Kacha had beba forest, the demons killed him and the pieces of
his body were thrown in all directions. Devayaningshowed anxiety for Kacha. Shukra again recited
Sanjivani mantra and brought him to life, as Devayeas his only daughter and Shukracharya had great
affection for her.

The demons now contrived to kill Kacha on Ekaddaki day. They then mixed his flesh in wine and
offered it to Shukracharya for drinking. For thé&dhtime when Kacha was missing, Devayani wept and
requested him to bring him to life. Shukrachanaired that Kacha was not seen anywhere but hénvas
his belly. He told Davayani that Kacha was in fe#lyband if he is taken out, he himself would die.
Devayani said, "You are bringing to life all peopled saying that you would die. How is this? Kaisha
my soul. If he does not come back, | will give up life.'

Shukracharya: "Besides myself none else knows \&amjmantra. There is a condition that this mantra
should not be divulged to anyone. If it is heardsbyears (three persons) it will loose its effddtis is a
problem with me.'

Devayani said, "Teach me the mantra. | shall réicited make you alive.'

Shukracharya: "The Shastras prohibit telling a naatot a woman.

Devayani who was greatly dejected said, "Then yay liwve with your mantra happily. | will give up my
life." Saying so she fell on the ground sensel8hskracharya brought her to consciousness andtgave
the Sanjivani mantra. While he was reciting the im@rkacha, who was in Shukra's belly, also hetard i
Shukra recited the mantra and Kacha came out diddy tearing his belly. Consequently Shukracharya
fell dead. Then Devayani recited the mantra thimktand Shukra became alive. Thus Kacha heard the
mantra thrice and made it by heart.

Now Kacha folded his hands and said to Shukrachdriave studied at your house so far. The demons
do not allow me to live here peacefully. Kindly tefore allow me to go home now.'

Devayani interrupted, 'l have made you alive thrideve you You should marry me.'

Kacha : 'Being the daughter of my guru, you aresister. You made me alive from time to time and so
you are like my mother. If | marry you people viillame me.’

Hearing this, Devayani felt sorry and at the samme tshe was enraged. She cursed him, 'Your learning
will be futile. You will forget all that you havesérnt.'

Kacha said, "You have cursed me in vain. You wdlkm a person other than a Brahmin. Your father has
taught you Sanjivani mantra against the rules @fs8hs. Hence it will not work now.' Saying thiscka
went away.

Seeing that Kacha had returned, Indra and othes gede delighted,

Shri Guru said, 'For a woman, service of her hugbarthe principal mantra. She should obey him and
observe vrat, etc. with his consent only.'

Chandrangad - Simantini

The young wife then requested Shri Guru to suggmsie vrat.

Shri Guru: 'l will tell you a vrat by which you ‘sbhagya' will be perpetual and your husband witl ge
prosperity. This vrat was told by Soot to Rishisfénmer days. In this vrat you have to worship Shri
Shiva every Monday, observe fast on that day arep keontrol over your senses. This vrat can be
observed by the married women (having husband). &ie® (unmarried girls), widows, young and old
persons of both sexes.

‘Chaitravarma was a pious king in former times.hidd a daughter named Simantini, who was beautiful
and good-natured. One astrologer had said th#teltars in her horoscope were good, but she wasild
a widow at the age of 14. The king and others w&teemely pained to hear this.

'‘Once Maitrayani, wife of Yadnyavalkya, came to #ieg. Simantini requested her “kindly tell me a
means, by which my soubhagya will be perpetualitrisigani then told her to observe Monday vrat and
said, by observance of this vrat. Your desire$ lnél fulfilled and you will get all prosperity. Samtini
therefore began to observe this vrat devotedly.

‘Simantini was married to Chandrangad, son of kelneof the famous "Nal' family, with due festivitie
Chandrangad stayed at Chitrayarma for some dayse 6@ went to Kalindi (Yamuna) river with some
friends. They were traveling in a ferryboat. Allafsudden the boat sank in the river. Even aftayedit
search no trace of Chandrangad was fund.

Simantini and her parents were greatly shockechtmkthis. Indrasen and his wife were deeply grieved
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He lost interest in the affairs of his kingdom. Kiagj this opportunity, his enemies usurped theriarand

put Indrasen and his wife in jail.

Simantini resolved to observe “sat' as per thgicels rule of a devoted wife. But as the dead bafdyer
husband was not found, she could not observe thétsaas per Shastras. So she was preventedtfiem
observance of sati.

Simantini continued her Monday fast and worshibfi Shiva.

When Chandrangad was drowned, he was taken bydbkadyas to Vasuki in Patal, in a beautiful city
with buildings glittering with precious stones. Thate of the city was golden and all persons imete

like serpents. Takshak the king with 1000 hoods sitting on a bright throne. Chandrangad was kitbug
before him. Takshak inquired about him with affentand assured him about his safety and askedochim t
live there happily.

After some days Chandrangad requested Takshak,the only son of my parents. | am recently married
and my wife simantini is only 14 years of age. Myrgnts, wife and mother and father-in-law must be
mourning deeply for me. So kindly arrange to serdtathem very soon.’

Takshak gave him nectar to drink and offered histlgaclothes, ornaments and precious stones. He als
gave him a swift horse and a Nagkumar to accompany They instantly appear on the bank of Kalindi,
where accidentally, it being Monday, Simantini ateal come with her female attendants for bathal w
the very place where Chandrangad had drowned.

Looking at him, Simantini said to her attendantgho is this celestial person coming out the water?
remember to have seen him before. Please inquire.'

Chandrangad looked at Simantini and began to thstle appears like my dear wife. But how is it that
she has to mangalsutra around her neck and kumhkumerdforehead'?

He descended from the horse, came near Simantiringnired about her with affection.

Simantini was ashamed to see him come near. ShHeh&l attendants to narrate her account. The
attendants told him, "Three years before, her mgbaas drowned here in this river. She is contiguin
her Monday vrat in grief and today being Mondaye slas come here for bath. Her husband's kingdom
has been usurped by his enemies and they havepuotdiher and father-in-law in jail.

Simantini then asked, "May | know who you are? ®odandharva? Why are you inquiring about me? '
She recollected the face of her husband and begamtirn. Seeing her dejected, Chandrangad held her
hand in affection and told in her ears in a lowcegi you need not mourn. Your husband will meet you
on the third day. But do not disclose this to argdgbo

He rode the horse and went away with the Nagkumaeé his parents. When he reached the outskirts of
the city, and Nagkumar entered the city and told ttien ruler, "Chandrangad has returned from patal
with an assurance of assistance from Takshak. &atimdrasen on the throne with honor, otherwme y
are doomed."’

The ruler was alarmed. He released Indrasen frorarjd seated him on the throne with honor

Indersen embraced Chandrangad with affection. Asages of joy was sent to Chitravarma, who with
Simantini and others, was greatly rejoiced to hbarnews. Indrasen started with his paraphernalia t
meet Chitravarma ceremoniously. Again a ceremdtgy Wedding was celebrated and Chandrangad and
Simantini met each other.

Chandrangad offered the ornaments, precious stdmgs, of Kalpataru, etc. brought from takshak to
Simantini. She attained all this glory due to obser the Monday vrat with great devotion.

As advised by Shri Guru the young couple startesknling Mondary vrat. Their parents also came there
bowed to Shri Guru and were glad to see the goaftthef the couple by the grace of Shri Guru. They
gave much in charity. Then all returned to thearcgl The couple later on had some issues. Theytased
come to see Shri Guru every year and had all pribgpe

Chapter 36 - Code of Brahmin's Daily Rituals

There lived a pious vedic Brahmin. He did not tédied at others. He would beg alms of corn and
maintained on the same. His wife was discontentedhet tempered. A rich person came to ganagapur
for Samaradhana (feeding Brahmins and others).aBuhis Brahmin did not accept food at others, his
wife also was was not invited and she was discoetefor not having good, delicious food and sweets.
Once a very rich person came to Ganagapur to absghvaddha. He invited all Brahmin couples and
offered good dakshina (money), clothes and ricicideis food. She told her husband about this. H# sa
“If you wish you can go there, but as | do not atéeod at others, | cannot come'.

The wife went to the Brahmin host and said, "MyHdaumsl does not take food at others. Can | come alone
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to you for meals?'

The host said, "I invite Brahmin couples. So yon came with your husband.'

The Wife could not know what to do. She came td Sluru Narasimhasaraswati and narrated to him her
grievance and said, ‘I like to enjoy rich, deliddood. But my husband does not take food at otieds

so | am also not invited by anybody. At presenich Brahmin is inviting all the Brahmin couples and
offering them good dakshina, clothes and rich dmlie food. Kindly advise my husband to accept this
invitation.'

Hearing this, Shri Guru smiled and asked his dissifo call her husband. When he came, Shri Gudu sa
to the Brahmin, “your wife desires to take delicidaood. You should accept invitation of the Brahmin
and fulfill your wife's desire. Married women shdulot be displeased?

The Brahmin said, "Gurudev, | am observing vrahof taking meals at others. But as per your adesh
(order) | shall accept this invitation.'

This Brahmin couple went for meals at the rich Bnafis who offered them good, delicious food. While
dining the Brahmin wife observed that dogs and jigsalso dining with her. Being disgusted, she got
up, returned home and told this to her husbandsaild '| had to break my vrat for you and acceptifo
eaten by dogs and pigs.' Both then came to Shi.Gur

Shri Guru asked the wife, "How did you enjoy thedof the rich Brahmin host? You always blamed
your husband. Now are you satisfied?"

The wife said, "Gurudev, | am a silly woman. | bedke vrat of my husband by asking him to take food
at others, kindly forgive me.'

Shri Guru said to the Brahmin, “Your wife's desifdaking delicious food is fulfilled. Now she wiict

as per your wishes. | will tell you the rules ofiag as per the order of religion. If a Brahminrisneed of

a Brahmin for some religious function and for ammgary (Shraddha), you should go for meals. If gou
not go, you will be committing an offense. You shibtake food at the Guru, disciple, maternal uncle,
father-in-law, brothers and saints. If you recitgy@ri Mantra, you are not offended.’

The Brahmin then asked, 'Kindly tell me which abh@v/aose house the food should be avoided?

Shri Gure, 'Good natured Brahmins should not dir@na who takes service from parents, who is greedy
who gives in charity displeasing his wife and cleld who is proud, armed or a teacher of flute or
outcast, who lives on begging, who praises hinesadf cajoles others, who does not observe viaishwade
He should also not dine with a Gure who gets ersragého is cruel adulterous and a pretender, who
forsakes his wife, a woman who lives forsaking $@ns and husband, a Brahmin, who sells wine and
does the profession of a blacksmith, a washermaa gamblers, one who is a prostitute, a thief, a
doorkeeper ,who teaches a shudra by taking money sells horses, who is Hardas (Kirtankar), one who
does not bathe and does not observe Sandhya aaddBhr who is treacherous, who despises others, one
who forsakes his parents and cajoles his Gure,kilfsca cow, a Brahmin or a woman, one who does not
give in charity, who has no issue. Who despisessdned and praises the food of others. Food ab suc
persons should also be avoided. If one takes fooflinsavasya he loses virtue of one month. Unlessone
daughter has an issue, one would not dine at heseh@\ll these sins are wiped off if one abide®bg's
own religion.'

The Brahmin further asked Shri Guru, 'kindly tel the code of daily rites of a Brahmin.'

Shri Guru-'l will tell you the code of rites of ardhmin as narrated by Parashar to the Rishis in the
Nemisharanya.

One should get up on Brahma muhurta i.e. 2 hou@Gh@&tkas) before the Sun-rise and bow to Shri Guru
and god. Go to the southwest for excretion at egpavay from the residence of people and the sairce
water. One should sit facing the south at nightfasthg the north in the morning and the eveningng,
hands and legs should be washed with soft earthvatet. He should take 2 'achman’ (taking ten dobps
water saying bow to Kesshav, bow Narayan, bow tdi\a etc.) If there is no water at hand you should
touch the eyes and ears. Seven deities stay atigiteear of a Brahmin as described in the follayvin
Shloka.

(Fire, Water, Vedas, Sun, Moon and the Wind arestwen deities who always reside in the right éar o
Brahmin)

Holy places on the Palm

'‘Brahmatirth' is at the root of the thumb, 'Agnftitis one the palm, 'Pitru tdirth' is at the robthe thumb
and the fore finger, 'Deotirth’ is at the endshaf tour fingers(except the thumb) and 'Rishitiithat the
root of this small finger. While offering 'tarpaa torefathers, Gods and Rishi water, till etc. trdoe
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poured though the respective tirthas.

Achaman

Saying 'Bow to Keshav, Narayan, Madhav, the litthter on the Brahmatirth is to be taken in the rnout
and is to be drunk. The little water is to pounegblate after saying bow to Govinda. If one is twea by

a Shudra of an impure one, if one becomes wet énrains, if one comes home from a funeral, one
becomes pure by taking 2 achamans.

Washing of teeth and mouth

Teeth should not be cleaned by 'datoon'(stem ofestree) on parva , pratipada, shashti, Noumi,
Dwadashi and on Saturdays, Shradda and wedding dhis does not mean that the mouth, teeth and
tongue should not be cleaned at all. Only datoaulsinot be used on these days.

Datoon sticks should be taken of Babul, karanjmpalghada, audumbar and rui trees. After use the
datoon should be thrown to the Southwest.

Bath(Snan)

Morning bath gives one lust, strength, life, irgetl pleasure and nutrition. A Grahastha and Vasilpa
should bathe in the morning and midday. A Yati, 8apon Sanyasi should bathe thrice while a
Brahmachari should bathe once a day.

If these is no sufficient water and in case ofidifity any one of the following alternatives may be
chosen. 'Agnisnan’-means to stand in the Sun. Wdasian' means to sprinkle water on body after
reciting "Apohistadi’ mantra. ‘Bhasmasnan' meansafply bhasma or vibhuti all over the body.
“Vayushan' means to take the dust at the feeteofdfwv. "Tirthsnan' means to bring the idol of visltim

the mind. After saying "Apavitrah Pavitrova etcwiéiter is sprinkled on one's body, it is like ahbat
weak person should sponge his body with cloth digpevarm water.

Healthy persons should bathe with cold water. keaaf difficulty do "upsnan'i.e. (wash hands, faed

rub the body with a wet cloth). If cold water istrolerable, hot water bath should be taken. Wigdetf

IS pure. Heated water is more pure. A Grahasthaldhmathe with hot water. He should take achaman in
the midst of the bath. Females should not bathettveér head daily.

In the bath at home do not do "Aghamarshan’ (sayfimgantra wiping off the sins) and "Tarpan' (affgr

til to Gods, forefathers and Rishis). Do not také Wwater bath on the day of birth of a son on dhy o
Shraddha or death on Sankranti, Purnima and Amavdske the darbha in hand, tie the hair on thd hea
(shikha) with them, enchant the water of your haith “Apohishta’ etc., mantra and three Gayatraker
cold water first and then hot water.

While taking bath in the river, face to the flowtbe river and do "Aghamarshan'. In the bath atdyom
turn your face to the east in the morning and ewlest in the evening. Bath purifies the body keta
after weeping, vomiting, sex-act and sight of baghds. A Grahastha should not wear wet and safron
cloth. He should have a "upwastra' such as dugéttzere is no upwastra, the credit of the bategyto
Rakshas. The Brahmins should wear white dhoti drmdild have a cloth, a dupatta or a shawl on the
body.

Bhasma or Vibhuti

After bath one should apply Basma or Vibhuti as $kastra rules. If it is not available '‘Gopicharidan
should be applied. Devotees of Vishnu have verlicals of Bhasma (tripundra) on the forehead. For
acquiring long life one should apply bhasma wita thiddle finger, for devotion use the tarjani tlee

2nd finger near the Thumb, for food use the anaméahe 4th finger Bhasma should not be applied o
the day of Shraddha, Thread, Wedding and othenuaries and after funeral bath.

Darbha (kind of grass)

These are required for Brahmayadna and Tarpan,aDwmala, darbha, kush, kunda, wheat, paddy, mola,
nagarmotha, Bhadra and mustha are the ten kingisuie$ which can be used as darbha. Darbha should be
brought on Bhadrapad and Shravan Amavasyas aretistod used for a year.

Brahma is at the end of the darbha, Rudra is atdbeand Vishnu is in the middle. Pavitraka (rird)
darbha should be kept in a finger. Sins are wigéduwe to this.

While doing jap (recitation), tap (penance), hofsacrifice) and chanting of vedas, gold or sihiegs
should not be taken off, for wearing the darbhaitpsika. Ring should not be put in the tarjani byeon
who has father. Ring with 9 gems destroys sinsrahBiin should have a ring with at least one gem.
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Sandhya

A Brahmin should start sandhya after bath, earihhé&morning when the nakshatra (stat) is visibléhe
sky. He should offer 'Arghyas' (offering water)ttee Sun at Sunrise. If the normal time for the Amgh
has elapsed one more Arghya should be given.

Mandesh demons are always fighting with the Sunniitify the obstruction in the rising of the Sun,
these Arghyas are to be given. These Arghyas sthi&kedemons like weapons and in order to wipe off
this sin, one has to move round oneself sayingvéditya Brahma...'

Recitation of Gayatri

After this recollect the names of Rishis etc. aadite 'Gayatri Mantra.' For this purpose a wredth o
Rudraksh, coral beads or white stone beads shauldsbd. The wreath should not have any broken
beads. One should observe 'moun’ (nonspeakingke whditing. One should recite the morning and
midday sandhya after standing and the evening sarafter sitting.

Recitation of Gayatri at home gives one creditjdhe outside it gives double credit. If done onlihak

of a river the credit is threefold, and if doneaatowshed or a vrindawan (Tulsi plant planted & th
hallow stone or in brick construction) the creditténfold. The recitation at a place of Agnihotyaies

100 fold credit; at a holy place or near a shrifiggad it gives 1000 fold credit, while recitatiomar
Vishnu gives crore fold credit and near Shivavegiimmeasurable credit.

Recitation made while sitting on a broken wood kleauses misery, and that done while sitting osgra
causes loss of good fate and glory. Recitation dehie sitting on a stone causes disease; that done
while sitting on bhasmasan causes cure of diseAsklanket seat gives pleasure, a seat of the afkin
black deer gives knowledge, while that of the sKia black deer gives knowledge, while that of skim

of a tiger gives salvation. Kushasan causes hygmadind destroys all diseases and sins.

The appearance (Dhyana) of the Gayatri in the mgrsiandhya is of Kumari. Her color is red, her
clothes are red. She is riding a goose. She hahénds and four heads.

The appearance of Gayatri in the midday sandhgé asyoung lady. Her color is white. Her clothes ar
white. She is riding on ox. She has five heads.

The appearance of Gayatri in the evening sandhgh ds old lady. Her color is black. Her clothes ar
black. She rides Garuda. She has four heads.

Sunmukh, Samput, Vitat, Vistrat, Dwimukh, TrimukiChaturmukh, Panchmuykh, Shanmukh,
Adhomukh, Vyapanjalik, Shakat, Y:ampash, GnantBianmukhonmukh, Pralamba, Muohti, Matsya
Kurma, Varaha, Sinhakranti, Mahakranti, Mudgar &adlava are the 24 mudras (poses). Recitation of
Gayatri with mudras is more fruitful. Gayatri hdsee parts (pad or charan), and they should not be
recited without pause after each part.

'Man' means mind and 'Tra' means Pran (soul). &@unit of a mantra should therefore be done with the
union of mind and soul.

A Brahmachari and a Grahastha should recite Galtritra 108 times daily. A Vanprastha, Yati or a
Sanyasi should recite it 1000 (thousand) timesalse of difficulty one may recite it at least 1Ddb a
daily.

Recitation in the mind is the best. Whispering iauth is medium and loud recitation is worst. While
reciting, with a wreath, do not transgress the manthe head bead. If it is transgressed 3 prangyam
should be observed. Reciting Gayatri a crore tinii@l§ all desires. After jap, upsthan (prayerpsid be
recited while standing. Bow to ten dishas (diretd)p Gods, Brahmin, guru, pronounce one's Gotra and
birth name and end the ritual of sandhya.

The home should be swept daily land kept clean. &dréhen floor should smeared with cow dung and
water. Rangoli (stonepowder) designs should be mliavthe courtyard and before the shrines of warshi
A Grihastha should keep a cow, a shaligram, (daftkoround stone as Vishnu), Gauya and Grihyagni at
home.

A Brahmin should perform Sandhya daily and shotldd aorship gods daily. One who does not worship
gods is like a beast. In the morning the worshipukh be done with 16 upchars and in the night tlafh
ghee (Arati) should be waved before the shrinesna@unishes those who do not worship gods. The
eight places or objects of worship are as folloWwse Shrine of gods, the Sthandil (earthen elevated
construction for fire of sacrifice), the Agni (Fireghe Sun, the water, the heart, the Brahmin &ed t
Sadguru. The Brahmin males should worship gods Wéta mantras, while the females and Shudras
should worship with Purana mantras.

Flowers brought from trees in the forest are of imn@dvalue. Those purchased are worst. The flowers
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grown by one self in one's housee garden are thie Blewers eaten by worms and having holes should
not be used. Shri Durga should not be offeredvaluya kind grass), Kevada should not be offere8thia
Shiva, Tulsi should not be offered to Shri Ganeasth ffowers of Dhotra and Rui should not be offeted
Shri Vishnu.

Keep the pot of water at the left hand all theckrs of worship at the right hand.

16 iuchars of worship should be observed devoteitly panchamrit (mixture of milk, curds, ghee, hpne
and sugar). Shankh (Conch) should be kept on thard Ghanta (bell) on the right hand. After bogvin
to gods, do achman and the Sankalpa (pronunciafidasire of worship mentioning the time, year,raya
ritu, month, paksh (fortnight, dark or bright) tifparticular day of a month), Nakshatra (starjcels of
various planets on the day and purpose or desireasghip. Then start ordinary bath with water,
panchamrit, abhishek (pouring water) chanting Puisiskta, Vishnu Sukta, Shri Sukta, Lakshmi Sukta,
Rudra Sukta, Pavaman Sukta, etc. (as per devdiiom particular Sukta or Suktas may be selected fo
Abhishek.)

After Abhishek, dry the shrines with a piece oftbl@and place them at their places and offer clothes
ornaments, Gandha, Halad, Kunkum, flowers or wiedthisi, bel leaves saying, "give me shelter,qmiot
me."' Withered followers taken out of the shrinesulth be touched, to one's head and nose and kiept as
to be immersed in the river or rivulet. The bhasmented sticks be applied to forehead and the(tidly
water of bath of gods) should be drunk.

For purification of food and wiping off 5 great sjrone should do Vaishwadeva in the morning ariden
evening before meals. Homa in the morning is afeaeifor god. Bali is given for the ghosts, andgan

is the sacrifice for forefathers. At the time ohwler, one should wait for a guest. If a guest comgiee
him food. If he is a yati, give him food and waddso.

Before taking meals wash your feet, hands and thetim If an unknown person dines with you, offer
him food at a distance. There should not be distincof food for persons dining at a time. Afteufo
Chitrahutis take five Pranahutis. Observe "mouningumeals or at least up to Pranahutis. Do notdea
things in plate except little for your wife. Theskould be no noise while taking water or liquidces. If
while dining the lamp goes off, then stop takingddill the lamp is replaced. While dining do nees
and hear the words of females in monthly courseyatdouch each other when dining.

If gases pass, if the food contains worms or iirtisevomiting, then stop dining. If hair is founid should

be put off and the food should be sprinkled witthtiIf onion and garlic are taken one is depriweéd
Brahminism. “Satwic' food increases knowledge, &fiflamas' food increases ignorance.

While dining, first take liquid articles and theske others. Last “aposhan' should be half takerhatid
should be poured down. Wash your mouth with theffoger. For purification of mouth and fingers, two
achmans should be taken.

After dinner, take pan and hear Purana. Eveningllsan etc. And meals should be taken as in the
midday. It would be better if articles preparednwitilk are taken in the night.

Do the professional work during the day. 'Sour Psttbuld not be chanted after sunset. Before gimng
bed bow to the God and dedicate all the Karma)atthe day to him.

Going outside at the fertilization period of thefavis sinful. During this time of the first four ga
Parvakal, Mul, Magha and Revati stars should bedadofor sex act. There should be no sex act on the
Shraddha day and during day time. If these rulesf@towed, even a Grihastha is a Brahmachari (i.e.
follower of Veda Shashtras in sex act). One showaldenjoy with an older female. There should be no
feeling of despise, or grief at the time of the aek

The Brahmins who behaved as instructed by Shri Gtiained good 'parlok'.

Chapter 37 - Dharma of a Brahmin

Sri Guru explained the customs that Brahmins shfmlldw. He said, "You should use Krishnajina i th
house and keep the house clean. The prayer roonhdshe clean and decorated with Rangoli. Meditate
in silence and worship God. Wooden and stone iahalg be worshipped, as they are forms and abodes of
God. Sit on a good , clean seat and do Pranayamahip God with flowers, and with faith worship
Vishnu with Tulsi, as He loves Tulsi, worship Shiwéth Bel-pathra. Ganapathi loves Durva. In the
afternoon feed guests and visitors, whether todehabuntouchable. Lotus leaf and banana leaf aoel g

to use for eating. You must not eat in lead or eopgpates. Bronze plates are the best for eatiag. E
sweet dishes first. Rice should not be eaten firstill not get digested. Eating leftover foodftgbidden.
After food you may have Thambula, betel leaf antiwith lime. There is no harm if one eats food with
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ghee or oil. After food you should study the Vetas.

'‘One must not sleep on the cremation ground, ilapidated temple, on the riverbank, near an dnhil

a crossroad. Parashara Rishi has laid down thessenesi and Dharma. There is no difficulty for himowh
practices these customs as directed by the s@iptiite is revered even by the gods. Kamadhenu will
come to his house. Lakshmi will live in such a hetmever. Such a person will become a Brahmajnani.
The Brahmin was happy to receive this guidance baria and said, 'Oh, ocean of mercy, you have
taken this incarnation to redeem devotees. Yolileehe lamp of knowledge and you have removed the
darkness.'

Saying so the Brahmin bowed at Sri Guru's lotug. f€iru blessed him. This is the story of Guru
Charithra. Whoever listens to it will gain greabkiedge. It is a source of light for the ignorant.

Chapter 38 - Four Thousand Fed with Food of 3 Seenly

Someone did Samaradhna (feeding of Brahmins) omyeday and Shri Guru was invited with his
disciples. Once a poor Brahmin named bhaskar, ah¥@p Gotra came there. He also wished to do
Samaradhna and offer alms to Shri Guru; but dupoterty he was anxious as to how this could be
achieved. He had gathered some flour and rice whéckept in the math. Other Brahmins ridiculed him
saying, 'How can you do Samaradhna? Out of whatéseryou have, you cannot give even one particle
to each Brahmin.

Seeing his devotion, Shri Guru asked bhaskar onetdado samaradhna. He was glad and even
encouraged by Shri Guru's words. He brought ghedevagetables and prepared the food after bath. All
Brahmins thought that they would have to dine airthomes and have ordinary meals that day.

Shri guru asked bhaskar to invite all the Brahnfims Samaradhna. Bhaskar said that the Brahmins
played joke with him. So it would be better if ssaple was sent. As instructed the disciple invited
Brahmins to come to Math for Samaradhna.

Shri Guru asked bhasker to bring the food prephayeldim and cover it with Shri Guru's cloth. Wheisth
was done, Shri Guru sprinkled holy water from hisvbon the food and said, ‘without removing the
covering cloth, take out the articles in other @otd serve them o the Brahmins

The Brahmins sat for dinner. Food was served taghnds and yet much food was in balance. After the
Brahmins, had taken food they were requested td gwir wives and children for dinner. After theai,
others in ganagapur were invited for dinner witmifees. Then Shri Guru asked bhaskar to dine. Atter
dinner, it was found that all the food originallgepared was still in balance. Shri Guru asked Biwakk
throw the food in the river so that the creaturethe water would also be satisfied.

This was a great miracle. The food sufficient ofalythree persons was provided to over 4000 persons
Several such incidents have occurred in the lif8tof Guru.'

Chapter 39 - 60 Year Old Sterile Woman Begets Chilén

There lived one Shounak Gotri, Apastamb Brahmin etiiSomanath. His wife Ganga was a devoted
wife, pious by nature. She was 60 years old, betretd no issue. She used to come to Shri Guru@md b
to him devotedly every day.

Shri Guru being pleased, one day asked her, "Wiyau worshipping me daily? What do you desire?
God will fulfill your desire.

She said, ‘gurudev, a woman's life is futile withan issue. Without a son the home is like a forest
Issueless persons go to hell. Please give me admwthrat | will have a son at least in next life.’

Shri Guru smiled and said, "Service to the Ashveattill not be futile. There is an Ashwattha treereg
Bhima Amarja sangam. | am present there after #ik im the river. Therefore worship the Ashwattha
devotedly. The greatness of Ashwattha is narratelde Puranas. Brahmadev is at its root, Vishi iis
middle portion and the Rudra is on its top andAbai (fire god) lies in the interior of this tree.

In the months of Ashadha, Poush or Chaitra, wheru@und Shukra are not set, when the moon is
favorable on an auspicious day, observe fast artl \wbrshipping the Ashwattha. Do not touch the tre
on Sunday, Sankranti and in the evening. The fddhe root should be smeared by cow dung and have
rangolee designs. Worship the Ashwattha thinkingadt a Trimurti, with 16 upchars, then saying
Purushsukta and observing ‘'moun' take rounds ofrdee Two lakhs rounds destroy even the sin of
Brahmahatya. The Ashwattha gives four purusharfiaes.desire of a son is also fulfilled by him.
Recitation of Mrityunjaya sitting at the Ashwattba Saturday, avoids accidental death and gives long
life. One gets credit of feeding several Brahmifisne Brahmin is fed under this tree. If one Askiva
tree is grown, 42 generations are liberated; bahd Ashwattha is cut, it is a great sin perfornié¢oine
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performed under the tree gives credit of a greatfgge. Do Homa of one tenth of the number of rdsin
and feed Brahmins and give golden Ashwattha inighar

She started worshipping Ashwattha as advised by Guaru. On the third day, she had a dream. A
Brahmin told her to go to Shri Guru at Ganagapawehseven rounds of Shri Guru and take the prasad
that is given to her and that her desire will biilfed. She awoke. On the fourth day she went koi S
Guru and had 7 rounds. Shri Guru gave her 2 fiuitd said, "Eat these fruits. Your desire will be
fulfilled.'

She then completed her vrat of the worship of Agtivea During meals she ate the fruits given by Shri
Guru. In the evening she started menses. On ththfday after bath she went to Shri Guru and boteed
him. She had sex act on he fifth day. She becaegnpnt, In the seventh month she was given "Gdi' an
she gave “vayan' to married women. "Seemant’ wésrped in the 8th month. After 9 months she begot
a daughter.

After 10 days she came to Shri Guru with the b&byi Guru smiled and blessed her baby and saidj “Yo
will have one more son, what do you prefer? A veelhaved son of 30 years of age or a fool having 100
years' life?"

The woman said, ‘| would like to have a well-belthgen, who should have 5 sons.' Shri Guru blessed
her as she desired. Later on she had a son whabdearned and won fame. He had 5 sons in course of
time. The daughter's husband performed sacrifindsaas well-known as "Dixit.'

Chapter 40 - Leper Brahmin Cured

Once a Brahmin "Narhari' by name came to Shri GairGanagapur and bowing to him said, "My life is
futile. | studied Yajurveda, but as | am sufferfngm leprosy. All people despise me and do nottenfar
Karma. | have visited several holy places but tiseake is there, kindly bless me."

Shri Guru gave him a dry log of Audumbar and sa@gh to the Sangam and plant it on the bank of
Bhima in the east. After bath, worship Ashwatthdhat Sangam. Again bathe and give water to this log
thrice a day. When it sprouts green foliage, yans will be wiped off and you will be free from legsy.

As instructed by Shri Guru, Narhari planted the éogthe bank of Bhima and began to water it thrice.
Some persons said to him, "Are you mad ? How adny dog bear green foliage ? Still Narhari contidue
his watering of the log devotedly. He also obseffaest for 7 days.

Shri Guru was informed by his disciples regarding tlevoted service of Narhari to the log. Shri Guru
said, 'One gets the fruits as per one's devotibardis a tale in the Skanda Purana in this coiamect

Soot narrated to the Rishis, "In former days thieexl a king Sinhaket in Panchal. His son Dhanamjay
once went to a forest with a Shabardut, who pickea Linga-like stone near a Shiva Temple. Rajkumar
asked him "What will you do with this stone ? Thare so many lingas like this spread over here.’
Shabardut said, "I wish to worship this Linga daiease tell me how to worship it.'

Rajkumar said, "Take this Linga home, worship thwiowers and bel leaves along with your wife. €ff
naivedya of fresh chita (corpse) bhasma daily. et food you have, should also be offered.' The
Shabar took the Linga home and started the worghig. day, he could not get fresh chita bhasma. He
was much worried. His devoted wife said, ‘Burn nody and offer chita bhasma to god Shiva, ‘the
Shabar was very much pained to hear this. He Sasthall be doing a great sin if | burn you.' Thdew
said, "Death will occur some day or the other.dfMe my body for Shiva's worship, | shall havecgldn
Kailas. So you need not be sorry.'

The Shabar burnt her and the chita bhasma wasdfterthe Shiva Linga. As usual he called his wofe
take prasad. She also came smiling and took treagra’he home appeared to be normal, as if nothing
had occurred. Seeing this, the Shabar was muchisisenl. His wife said, '| heard your voice and aas

if aroused from sleep. "Gouri Raman Shiva appebeddre them. Both bowed to him Shri Shiva was
pleased and blessed the couple. Such is the gssathéhe devotion of Guru. One who has impliathfa

in the words of Guru's gets such fruit.'

Shri Guru went to the Sangam to see the leper Bralite was pleased to see his devotion. The Brahmin
was giving water to the log. Shri Guru sprinkled tioly water of his bowl on the log and instantigen
foliage sprouted on the log. The leprosy of thehBr disappeared and his body became healthy and
bright. Narhari bowed to Shri Guru and began ty pian.

He composed 8 shlokas which are being chantedrad@aaur in the night, after Aarati daily, till now.

Shri Guru placed his hand on the head of Narhafitd@ssed him. He returned to the Math with Narhari
All persons wondered to see this miracle. Many &amaradhna. Shri Guru named Narhari as
'Yogeshwar' and asked him to come with his famitg dive with him. Shri Guru gave him 'Vidya

a7



Saraswati' mantra also.

Chapter 41 - Sayamdev Serves Shri Guru : His Kashhand
Mahayatra

Namdharak. "How did my forefathers serve Shri Guru?

Shri Siddha - Your grand father's father, Sayaméed, worshipped Shri Guru at Osargram. Shri Guru
had affection for him. Shri Guru later came andyetihat Ganagapur. His fame spread all over the
country. Knowing this, Sayamdev also came to Gagnaigdle came to the Math, bowed to Shri Guru and
prayed him. Shri Guru was pleased. He placed Him pa his head, blessed him, and said “You will be
my devotee for generations.' Shri Guru asked hitmattve at the Sangam and return for the mealseto th
Math.

After returning from the Sangam, Sayamdev worshdpperi Guru with 16 upchars and offered several
delicious articles of food, as naivedya. He dineidhwshri Guru, who inquired about his family.
Sayamdev said, "My relatives and sons are livindtetr Kanchi (Gadganchi) hail and healthy. | wish
stay with you and serve your holy self now.

Shri Guru said My service is difficult. | live intawn for some time, while in the forest at otharet. It is
troublesome to live in a forest. If your mind igtfithen only you should stay here.’

Sayamdev conceded and said, "A devotee of Shri Baguno fear.'

Three months passed. One evening Shri Guru wethtet®oangam along with Sayamdev alone and sat
below the Ashwattha tree. There was a great stimifoyved by heavy rain, Sayamdev stood stretching a
cloth over Shri Guru to protect him from the ralinere was a shivering cold in the night. So ShniuGu
asked Sayamdev to go to the Math in the town aimtybire. Thick darkness and spread all over and
there was lighting now and then. Shri Guru warnaga®dev not to look to his right or left side. Aoyh
Sayamdev reached the Math, took fire and retur@ed of curiosity, he looked to his right side aaavsa
Cobra going with him. He was frightened. He theskkd to the left side. Here too he saw another &£obr
He recited Shri Guru's name and walked straightc&tae to Shri Guru and lit the fire. The two Cobras
came before Shri Guru, bowed to him and went away.

Shri Guru said to Sayamdev, "Why are you so mudid# | had sent these Cobras to protect you.ll sha
tell you a tale, about service to Shri Guru, tosgass night.

"When Shri Shiva was sitting on a peak of the Kaiteountain with Parwati, she asked him, "How can
Shri Guru be served with devituib.'

Shri Shiva said, "One who serves Shri Guru witleesiity, can attain all that one desires. Brahmadrad
incarnation which was called Tashthra Brahma. Hedhandsome son. When his thread ceremony was
performed his father sent the boy to a Guru fodytof Vedas and Shastras. He served the Guru
devotedly. Once there was rain and the water cantieei ashram of the guru. The guru told the pupil t
construct a lasting house with all convenienceschviBhould look always new. The wife of the Guru
asked the boy to bring her a blouse, which shoalther be sewn or woven. The son of the Guru said,
"Bring sandals for me, that would enable me to wailkwaters and take me to any desired place. The
daughter of the Guru asked the boy, 'Bring earrfiogsne and a playhouse of a elephant tooth having
one pillar and all the conveniences. Also bringspatwhich food will be warm and which will not be
black due to suit.

The pupil took leave of Guru and went to a forklet.was anxious how all these things could be obthin
On the way he met an ascetic, who inquired “chnliy are you so worried?'

The Brahmachari boy bowed to him and said, “Kirglljde and protect me. It is my good fortune that |
could see you in this forest. "He told him what @isru, Guru's wife, son and daughter had askedtdim
do. He said, 'l am anxious as to how all thesegghzan be achieved.

The aseetic assured him and said, ‘Don't worryhKiasa holy place of Vishweshwar. You go there and
worship Him. All your desires will be fulfilled. Kahi is known as "Anand Kanan'. One attains alftloe
purushrthas after going there'.

The Brahmachari asked, "Where is Kashi? How canthgre?'

The ascetic - | shall take you there. Due to yahdll also have the fortune to see the holy péayzen.'
Saying so both went to Kashi instantly by yogin powlhe ascetic then told the Brahmachari to daAnt
Grahayatra, Dakshin manasyatra and utta manasyétige visiting holy places bath should be taken
there. Then do Oanchkroshi yatra, Shukla and dattkight yatras should also be performed. Worship
nine Lingas and Kashi Vishveshwar. If your devotiorGuru is firm, Shri Shiva Shankar will be pledse
and fulfill all your desires,' Saying this the ascevent away.
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The Brahmachari performed all the yatras as ingtuby the ascetic. Shri Shankar was pleased. He
appeared before the boy and asked him to have a.Bomashthrakumar narrated his account and
mentioned the articles required for Guru, Guru®wson and daughter. Shri Shanker blessed himgayi
“You will be as efficient as Vishwakarma.'

The Brahmachari prepared all the articles skiNfulkturned to the Guru's place. The Guru was also
pleased to see him back with success. He alsodolddgms saying, "You will be proficient in all Viday

Shri Guru explained the greatness of Guru to Saganm this way. By this time the sun was rising on
the eastern horizon. Sayamdev said, "You explaikeghi yatra in details. While hearing the same, |
could see and also visit the respective holy shritenks and places with your holy self and thoaghif

we were in Kashi. He then prayed Guru with 8 shdokéich are daily chanted after Aarati at ganagapur
till now.

While praying, his throat choked and his hair steoect on his body. Shri Guru was much pleased. He
blessed him and said, ‘Bring your family and clafdihere and stay with me. Do not bow to Muslims
hereafter.'

Sayamdev went to his place and returned to Ganagajpkh his family and children on bhadrapad
Shuddha 14, the Anant Chaturdashi day. This timprhged Shri Guru with eight Sholakas in Kannad.
Shri Guru seated him by his side and inquired alatluSayamdev had two sons. Shri Guru loved the
elder, Nagnath. Shri Guru placed his palm on thedhaef Sayamdev and said, "You do not serve the
Muslims now. You all have bath at the Sangam.'

Sayamdev and his family bathed at the Sangam, wpmsth the Ashwattha there and returned to the
Math. Shri Guru said to Sayamdev, "Today is AnamatGrdashi. All Brahmins worship Anant on this
day. You too should do Anant Puja.' Sayamdev s#iol) are my Anant.' Still Guru insisted on him to d
the anant Puja.

Chapter 42 - Significance of Anant Vrat

Shri Guru narrated the significance of Anant veaSayamdev. He said, ‘Dharmaraj, the son of Pandu,
did this vrat. He regained his kingdom, which wast in a game of chess with the Kouravas. Theneafte
the Pandavas were living in the forest with gra#tesings. The Kouravas sent durvas Rishi to the
Pandavas for harassing them even in the foresikrishina, protector of his devotees, assisted Raaxla

in difficulties. Once Droupadi and the five Pandab@wed to Shrikrishna and asked , "How shall we be
relieved from this vanvas (living in forest)?'

Shrikrishna advised them to do the Anant vrat. ksistina said, "Anant should be worshipped on
bhadrapad Shuddha 14. | will tell you a tale regrdhis Vrat. In the Krit-Yuga there lived a Bralmm
named Sumantu of the vashishta Gotra. Deeksha isagekioted wife. She begot a daughter named
Sushila. Later Deeksha died and in order to coatilie Grahastha rites he married with Karkasha, who
used to quarrel with her husband and daughter eveny and then. Due to this, Sumantu was always
dejected.

As Sushila grew, she became fit for marriage. CmyeKbundinya came to Sumantu, who gave Sushila to
him in marriage. In Ashadh and Shrawan months, iBusind Koundinya lived with Sumantu, but
Karkasha quarreled with Sushila daily. So Koundingguested Sumantu to allow him to go home.
Sumantu felt very sorry, as his only daughter wdaddyoing away. He said, "This is not my wife the s

is my enemy. Now my daughter will go away. Whemr¢his no peace, the home is like a forest.
Koundinya consoled him. Due to his persuasion, dreed to stay for 12 days more. On the 13th day
Sumantu asked his wife to prepare delicious foodhi® daughter and son-in-law, as they were degarti
Karkasha entered the inner room, shut the dooptatd stones against the door so that it shoultheno
opened easily. At least Sumantu gave wheat kon&agbila and bade them good-bye.

Next morning they reached a river. Koundinya gowddrom the chariot and went to the river for bath
and rituals. Sushila saw that many females weagdgsilk saries, had gathered in the sand andvieegy
worshipping some god. Sushila went to them, andifed what they were doing. The females replied,
"We are worshipping Anant. By doing this vrat, #lé desires are fulfilled." Sushila took instrunto
from them. She gave 14 knots to a red string amghgyed Anant and shesh (cobra) of darbha and
worshipped Anant with 16 upchars. She then tiedAtient on her wrist.

Once when they were sitting, Koundinya observed rét string on the wrist of Sushila. He asked
angrily, 'Did you tie this red string to keep medanyour thumb?' She said, "This is Anant, by whose
favor we got this kingdom and prosperity.' Hearihig, Koundinya took the string by force and thriew
into fire. He remarked, "It is due to my penang this kingdom is obtained by us.'
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Sushila was very dejected. She hastened to takih@utnant from fire and put it in milk. But duettus

the Anant was enraged. The kingdom and all theirygivas destroyed in no time and Koundinya became
a pauper. Koundinya now repented and resolvedsthing as he would not see Anant, he would neither
drink or eat.

Having resolved, he started with Sushila and wetat & forest. He saw a tree laden with fruits ubind
touched its fruit. Koundinya asked the tree ifatllseen Anant. The tree said, ‘| have not seentAban

if you see, please speak to him about me.' Fuhtbesaw a cow and a calf. They were trying to easgr
but they could not do so. Then he saw a big bulttHer he saw two lakes. The goose and other Hicds
not drink the water. Later he came across an etgpdnad an ass who could not speak. Koundinya had
asked all if they had seen Anant. They all dened said if he saw Anant, he should speak abouttbim
each of them. At last Koundinya was tried of watkand he lay down on the ground.

In the meantime an old Brahmin came there and iaduiabout him. Knowing the cause of his worry he
said, "I shall show you Anant. Come with me.' Koagd followed him and saw a fine city. Brahmin
seated Koundinya on the throne of precious stondsappeared before him in his real form. Seeing thi
Koundinya was amazed and he bowed to Shri Ananbagen to praise him. Shri Anant was pleased and
gave him 3 boons. By the first he attained Dharyathe second his poverty was destroyed and by the
third he got abode in vaikuntha.

Koundinya referred to the tree, the cow with th#, ¢he bull, the two lakes, elephant, ass andaide
Brahmin. Shri Anant said, "The tree, laden withtfuwvas a Brahmin, who was proud of his learning a
did not teach his students, hence he became aTltneecow had given an infertile land to a Brahmmn i
charity. The bull was a rich Brahmin who did notegiin charity to anyone. The two lakes were two
sisters who exchanged charity among themselveseldphant is your anger and the ass is your vanity.
The old Brahmin you met was myself. Whomsoeverlyane seen, are all liberated.

After receiving the blessing of Shri Anant, Koungharlived as a ruler for many years and in the eadtw

to heaven.

Srikrishna told this to Yudhisthira, who then wdpgied Anant with devotion. Shri Guru told this
Sayamdev and asked him to let his eldest son Nagpatlo Anant Pooja. Sayamdev did as advised,
arranged grand samardhana and dined with Shri Gayamdev then returned to his place, kept the
family there and he alone returned to Shri Gurgdove him. In this way your forefathers attainee th
favor of Shri Guru.

Chapter 43 - Tantuk's Shri Shailya Yatra on Maha Slivaratri

Tantuk, a weaver, was one of Shri Guru's devotéeserved Shri Guru devotedly. He did his professio
till afternoon, then bathed and swept the courtyafdShri Guru's Math. Maha Shivaratri was
approaching. His parents and other relations stefde Shri Shailya, and asked Tantuk to come with
them. Tantuk said, 'My Shri Shailya is here' andivesl alone at home.

Shri Guru asked him 'Why did you not go for yatra?'

He replied, 'My yatra is at your feet.'

On the Maha Shivaratri day Shri Gure went to Sanfyarbath. Tantuk observed fast and he also went to
the Sangam and bowed to Shri Guru.

Shri Guru said 'All your relatives went for yattou only remained behind. Do you want to see Shri
Shailya? Follow me, | shall show you. Shut yoursegad hold my Sandals firmly." "Saying so, he took
him to Shri Shailya within a moment. Shri Guru akkén to open his eyes. Tantuk saw Shri Giri before
him. Shri Guru told Tantuk to do Kshour, bathe ard the Malleshwar. He went to the river where he
met his parents and relatives. They asked him “#ditlyyou not come with us but came stealthily,' He
asked , "I came just now with Shri Guru.' Some pedf not believe in his words.

Doing Kshour and taking "bel' and flowers he wenthte temple. While worshipping, he saw Shri Guru
sitting on the Linga. He offered pooja with devatiand came back to Shri Guru who asked him, "Will
you stay or come with me?'

Tantuk said, '| saw a wonder today. While worshigpShri Shankar, | saw you in the place. When you
are there why people come so far? Kindly explais tih me.'

Shri Guru said, "God is all over. But significanaiethe place is there. The greatness of this piace
narrated in the Skand Purana. Formerly Vimarshas av&ing of the Kirat desh. He had won all the
kings. He was adulterer, and ate was pious andtelév8he once asked the king, “You are adulterkr an
eat meat. Yet how are you devoted to God?'

The king said, "I shall tell you an account of myygous birth. | was a dog in Pampa city. On the
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Shivaratri day all were worshipping shri Shivalie temple. | went there hoping to get somethingato
The people began to drive me out of the templebaad me with sticks and stones. | ran round th@liem
and entered into a drain. | saw the worship of &hthat was being performed there but due to the
thrashing given to me by the people, | died in frafithe temple. Due to that meritorious deed,ddmee

a king in this life, but the nature of dog of egtamything has not left me.’

The queen asked, "You narrated your previousHifease tell me of my previous life.’

The king said, "You were a Kapoti (Bird). You wéhgng with a piece of flesh in your mouth. A kite
saw this and it attacked you, You ran in the foeedBiri and began to take rounds at the Shiva emp
The kite followed you all along. Ultimately you gtited, you sat at the top of the temple and the ki
attacked you and took away the flesh that you NMad.too died instantly. Due to the merit of themds

of the Shiva temple, you became my queen in tf&s li

The queen further asks, 'What will be our futufe?iThe king said, 'l shall be king of the Sindtastu
and you will be born in the Srinjaya desh and yballsagain be my queen. Later | shall be the kihg o
Sourashtra and you shall be born in Kdaling andl sleamy queen. In the fourth birth | shall be #ieg

of Gandhar and you will be born in Magadh and shallmy queen. In the fifth, | shall be the king of
Awanti and you will be born in Dasharha and shalbhty wife. Next | shall be the king of Anart anduyo
being a daughter of Yayati, you will marry me. Sghetime | shall be the king of Pandya and '‘Pad@arm
will be my name. You being the Vidarbha princesasiymati' shall marry me in a Swayamvara. After
performing many sacrifices, | shall accept Sanyashstudy Brahmavidya at Agastimooni's Ashram and
in the end | shall go to the heaven with you.'

Such is the greatness of the worship of Shri Shailghri Guru then said, 'There is Kalleshwar in
Gangapur. Thinking him as Mallikarjuna worship Hiffiantuk said, 'When | saw thyself at the place of
Mallikarjuna, why should | worship other shrines?'

Hearing this Shri Guru smiled and asked Tantukhiat iis eyes and hold his padukas (sandals) firmly
and instantly both returned to Ganagapur. Shri Gani Tantuk in the town to call his disciples.

Seeing Tantuk in clean shave, people wondered sketahim why he had shaved. Tantuk said, 'l had
been to Shri Shailya. Here is the bukka and pragdidlaughed and said, 'We saw you here in the
morning. How can you go to and return from Shriilyhaso soon?' He said, ' | had been there with Shr
Guru and have just returned. Shri Guru is at thg&a and he has asked me to call you.'

Hearing this all were astonished. They went tostiegam and praised Shri Guru. The persons, who had
been to Shri Shailya, returned in a fortnight. Thé&sp wondered to know this episode.

Chapter 44 - Nandi Brahmin relieved of Leprosy: Hebecame a Poet

Nandi was a Brahmin suffering from Leprosy. He vgoped Tuljapur Bhavani for 3 years. He observed
fast. He stayed near Bhuvaneshwari at Bhilavadi7fononths and worshipped the deity devotedly. He
was told in a dream to go to Shri Guru at Gangapdrthat he would then be relieved of the disease.
Nandi said, 'You are Goddess yourself, how do ygkurae to go to a human being. | shall be here, no
matter if | have to lose my life.'

The pujari also had similar dream. He and somersttudd Nandi, 'Do not trouble the Goddess hereafte
and if you do not mind, we shall not allow you erites mandir.’

Being helpless he came to Gangapur and went tMétke and bowed to Shri Guru. Shri Guru asked him
'‘Leaving the Goddess, why did you come to a huneémgl® When you doubt, how can you be relieved of
the disease?'

Realizing that Shri Guru knew what was in his mind,said, 'l am a dullard. Kindly forgive me. | kav
come for your shelter. Kindly protect me. | am vemych harassed due to this disease. My wife afto le
me and went to her parents. Chandla Devi has seno you. Kindly do not drive me away.'

Shri Guru asked Somnath to take Nandi to the Saragadrsaid, ‘Let him bathe at the Shatkul and have
rounds of the Ashwattha. Give him new clothes,limg away his old ones and then bring him here for
meals.’

As advised by Shri Guru, Somnath took DNandi toShagam for bath. After bath his body became free
from leprosy. After taking rounds of the Ashwattl&gmnath brought him back to the Math. Nandi
bowed to Shri Guru and began to pray Him.

Shri Guru asked him, 'See if all your body has bieea from the disease. He looked to his body and
found that some patches had remained on his tBigimg afraid he asked 'After having your blessings
why these patches should be here?'

Shri Guru said, 'You came with a suspicion thattvehenan could do and so a little disease is thévea.
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should stay here praying God, the little diseaseiththere will also be wiped off soon.'

Nandi said, 'l am illiterate. How can | composepeef praise?'

Shri Guru asked him to draw out his tongue. Wheditleso, Shri Guru put little bhasma on the tighsf
tongue.

Instantly he became wise. He bowed to Shri Gurulmawhn to compose poems in praise of Shri Guru.
The summary of those poems is as follows :-

'l was sinking in the worldly ocean, being deludad the affection for my family members. | was
roaming through different species as swedaj, Ariddhhija and Jaraj i.e. animal life. Human lifetlie
best of all. | had no knowledge in the Shudra bifime birth of a Brahmin is the best amongst thadm
beings. But if a Brahmin is also a dullard, how barhave knowledge of Shri Guru?

The blood of the mother and the semen of the fathée and a fetus comes into existence as a bubble
After 15 days it becomes liquid. Within a monthraadl solid fetus is formed. | the second month the
head and the limbs take shape. When the five gteaients i.e. the earth, the water, the lusterpihd

and the sky unite, the soul enters the fetus.@rfitth month the skin and the hair are formedtha sixth
month the fetus starts respiration. In the sevembimth, the ear, the tongue, the brain and the marro
become solid. In this way | was growing in the naoth uterus. The mother would eat hot, salt, sour,
pungent and acidic articles, due to which | wasitlydroubled.

| then took birth. My span of life was fixed. Half the time i.e. the nights were spent in sleepaim.
The remaining half is divided in the three stagéddhood, youth and old age. In the childhoodadl o
suffer much. | wept due to pain in the stomach,bytmother thought that | was hungry and took me to
her breast. And when | was hungry, she thoughtd aiking and gave me bitter medicines. At times due
to scorpion bite, in the cradle | would cry. Shewdothen sing lullabies and move the cradle to fand
and tried to lure me to sleep or she would thirgt tham affected by some spirit and so the trieahivéa-
Tantra and tied a black string on my wrist. My nastivould take pungent and sour articles and | bad t
suffer from diarrhea, cough etc.

In the youth, | was influenced by passion. | digrelgd the parents and the guru and always thought
about the female-sex. Due to vanity, | despisethssdsaints and old persons. How could have | adore
Shri Guru during this period?

In the old age | was affected by cough, gases #mat troubles. My hair became white while takingeca
of my family and children. | lost my teeth, | couldt hear well and see properly. Even in this stalie

not serve Shri Guru. You are the protector andditoe of the universe. Please liberate me.’

llliterate Nandi composed such poems. All wondeieedee his feat Nandi further said, 'Vedas say that
the feet of Shri Guru are holy there is no othey tiean the feet of Shri Guru, to be free from thaldly
sea. By the favor of Shri Guru, all my sins are edpoff. Shri Guru Narsimha Saraswati is like
Kamdhenu. So people should adore him and get tiboekra

Nandi was later called 'Kavishwar' due to his pp€efhe patches of leprosy on his thigh also disapgsk

in course of time. Nandi greatly rejoiced at theectde began to serve Shri Guru with more devotion.

Chapter 45 - Poet Narhari Becomes a Disciple of ShGuru

Once some disciples took Shri Guru to their towpgérge. This is a holy place of Kalleshwar. A
Brahmin Narhari lived there. He was a great devofe&od Kalleshwar. He daily composed five new
stanzas in praise of Kalleshwar and worshiped tawotedly.

People told him the greatness of Shri Guru andestga him to compose poems in his praise. But
Narhari said, 'l have sold my tongue to Kalleshesad | shall not compose poems in praise of a human
being'. As usual he went to the temple to worshigidshwar. While worshipping, he had a nap and he
got asleep. He saw a dream that Shri Guru wasgsitth the Shiva Linga and that he was worshiping Sh
Guru. Later the Linga disappeared and Shri Gury wals seen. Shri Guru smiled and asked him "You do
not believe in a human being and then why are yorskiping me?".

Narhari awoke and wondered about the dream. Hentegpdor underestimating Shri Guru Narasimha
Saraswati, who was all incarnation of Shri Shiva.

Immediately he went to see Shri Guru, bowed to dith said, 'Kindly forgive me. Without knowing your
greatness | underestimated you, but now | knowybatare Kalleshwar himself. When Kamdhenu is at
home, why should one be anxious? Kindly let me hawar blessings. | wish to serve you hereafter.'
Saying this he began to praise Him.

Shri Guru was pleased. He gave clothes to Narmatizawcepted him as his disciple. Shri Guru said to
him, 'Kalleshwar is great. You continue to worsHipm. Narhari said, 'When you yourself are
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KAlleshwar, why should | worship other Kalleshwar8hall not go away leaving thy feet now.' In this
way, Narhari poet also became a great devoteerdfSsinu.'

Chapter 46 - Shri Guru Visits Eight Places at One ime

At the time of Diwali festival, seven devotes ofriSBuru came to Ganagapur Math and requested Shri
Guru to come to their places for Diwali. As ShrirGloved them all alike, it was a problem beforehi
as to whose invitation should be accepted Shri Gaid to them, 'You are all from different placdsw

can | come to your homes at the same time. Youwldemmong yourselves as to where | should go first
and where | should go later.’

Each devotee wished that Shri Guru should comeanofinst. So they could not decide and began to
quarrel, Shri Guru called the devotees one by ogetald each of them 'l shall come only to one leous
So don't argue unnecessarily.'

Then the devotees said, 'Oh Guru, do not make mtipation between the rich and the poor. Pleasat tr
us equally. If you neglect us we shall end ourdjwwe serve you and we do whatever you say." With
these words they all prostrated themselves befarehbmbly.

Thereupon Sri Guru said, 'All right, | shall vigu all. Rest assured about that.'

One of the disciples asked him, 'How can we be thatyou will visit the homes of all of us?

Then Sri Guru called each of them separately aiufj 'savill come to your house, but do not tell eth.'

All the seven devotees thereafter went back to tiespective places, pleased.

When the devotees of Ganagapur knew this, theyestgd Shri Guru, "You should not go out of
Ganagapur for Diwali." Shri Guru promised them dalsat he would be there, and that they need not
worry.

In the morning of Narak Chaturdashi day, Shri Giak eight forms and went to 7 places of 7 devotees
and also stayed at Ganagapur Math. He acceptedrPallahe places.

Later the devotees gathered at Ganagapur for Dedipam on the Kartik pournima. Each one told that
Shri Guru had been to him in Diwali and showeddia¢h presented to him by Shri Guru. The people of
Ganagapur said, 'Shri Guru was here in the Matmgubiwali.' But on seeing the articles presentgd b
Shri Guru all realized that Shri Guru had takeno8ris in Diwali and they all were amazed. The
conviction that Shri Guru is the incarnation ofriidrties became more firm and they adored him with
greater devotion. He who worships Sri Guru will @all is desires fulfilled. All try to experienchet
value of Guru Bhakti, but fools cannot appreciateri Only Jnanis and devotees can relish the Aafrit
Guru Nama.

The Vedas and Shastras proclaim that he who look# dipon Guru as an ordinary human being will be
born an animal. Sri Guru Charitra is equal to V&ti@&sta. Only Guru can liberate one from the thobes
Samskara.

Those who go to Ganagapur and serve Guru with oevetill surely get all their desires fulfilled. So
listen, all of you, purify your mind and visit Gayapur.

Chapter 47 - Parbati had Bumper Crops even in Scarty

There lived pious farmer, named Parbati, in Ganagape used to bow to Shri Guru when he went to
Sangam in the morning an again at midday when Shru returned. His field was on the way to the
Sangam. Once Shri Guru asked him, 'Why do youttaikdrouble daily? What is your desire?'

Parbati said, 'l wish that my field yields a goodiz.

Shri Guru, ‘what have you sown?'

Parbati said that jawar (sorghum) was sown inikld.fHe further added, ‘It is due to your favaattthis
year the corp is good. | wish that you should kynchme to my field and have a look at the crop tyry
sight which showers nectar.'

Shri Guru went to the field, looked at the crop aal, 'If you have faith in me, do as | bid you.'

Parbati said, 'l shall obey you from the bottonmyfheart'.

Shri Guru - 'Till | return at midday, cut off thisop'. Saying so, Shri Guru went to the Sangam.

Parbati approached the Revenue Officer and askeddpermit him to reap the crop on the rent as per
the previous year.

The Officer said, "This year the crop is good, leetie old rent will not suffice'.

Parbati said, "I shall pay double the rent. Sogdegive me permission'. The Officer agreed andtgdan
the permission.

Parbati took some men with him, went to the fiehdl aeaped the crop. His wife and children tried to
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prohibit him; but he did not listen to them. Thefevcomplained to the Officer: 'The crop is goodsthi
year; but before the harvest, my husband is reapi@dield on the advice of a Sanyasi and is déugiv
us of food. Kindly prohibit him to cut the crop'.

The Officer sent his men to ask Parbati why he rgaping the field before the harvest. Parbati s#id,
the Officer has doubt of getting the rent; | sipaly the corn from reserve and keep my cattle addis'.
Parbati reaped all the crop. Seeing that Shri Guasl returning from the Sangam, he bowed to Him and
reported that he had cut the crop as instructed.

Shri Guru “You have reaped in vain!'

Parbati "I have read the crop as advised by ybavé full faith in you.'

Shri Guru “You will have the fruit of your devotioiThe wife and children of Parbati said that theg

lost their food. Parbati consoled them by saviBgri' Guru is Shri Shiva incarnate. With his blegsive
shall have no loss. He told us to do this due tnesanforeseen reason.'

In about a week, there was a severe code and altrbps in the country were lost. Then on Mul
Nakshatra, there was heavy rain, which was alsafuto the crops; but Parbati's field yielded hretd
times more crop of good quality. All wondered te deais.

The wife and children of Parbati also rejoiced. yH®egged apology of Parbati and repented for
underestimating Shri Guru. The mention of all thewe facts is made here in order to show the #ffini
of Shri Sai Baba to Shri Vitthal of Pandharpur. Gz Mandir at Phanaswadi, in the Girgaum area®f t
Bombay city, was formerly a temple of Vitthal anndvias known as 'Shri Premal Vitthal Mandir'. Insthi
temple the idols of Vitthal and Rakhumai were ilethby Shri Gajanan Vinayak Pradhan, as the temple
itself was constructed my him as his own privatepprty. However, Shri Vasantshastri alias Aba
Panshikar completely changed the Mandir and gatheipresent form. One Shri Prabhakar Panshikar, is
a famous actor on the Marathi stage and Shri Ab@stikar is his brother. Shri Aba Panshikar was
performing Keertans in the Vitthal mandir regular8hri Bhole Guruji, who is a Sai devotee, used to
attend Shri Panshikar's keertans as he was stagingnear the above mandir, in the Mugbhat area
Girgaum. Shri Bhole Gurugi requested Shri Panshiéestart praying to Shri Sai Baba. Shri Panshikar
was not aware of greatness of the saint of Shipdiocuthat time and on being initiated by Shri Bhole
Guruji, he gladly became a devotee of Shri Sai Bhlgavery soon became a staunch and sincere devotee
of Sri Baba and very soon thought of changing titthal mandir into a Sai temple. It is becausehgf t
zeal and efforts of Shri Aba Panshikar that therfateVitthal mandir is now converted into a Sai mand
and is now known by that name.

In this temple, we see the idol of Shri Sai Babalaster, which is about four and a half feet highis

idol is seated on an altar. It will be seen frora gfhotograph of the temple published along witk thi
article that the original idols of Shri Vitthal afthkhumai installed in the temple have still bairetd in

the temple as Shri Sai Baba had reverence forgbatas stated at the beginning of this article. The
beautiful idol of Shri Sai baba in plaster was mhagleone sculptor Shri G.V.Patkar. Though the temple
was originally constructed as a private templdi, istvas later on thrown open to everyone for wips
and at present anybody can go and offer flowegadands to Shri Sai Baba or Shri Vitthal - Rukhuma

In the rear side of this temple, there is a banyea about hundred years old. Around this tree aveatso
find the idols of Shri Datta, Hanuman and PindBbfi Shakar. In addition to that, there are theuRasl

of Shri Sai Baba in silver in this area. These Radwvere installed at the October 1952.

The practice of getting prepared the silver Padukzsghri Sai Baba and give them to different peaple
institutions dedicated to Sai worship, was staltgdhis temple. So far, the Sai Padukas got preplye
this mandir have been installed at five differelaicps. It may be noted here that the Padukas lecstal

the Sai temple of Smt. Ajibai Wanarse at Londormengot prepared by this mandir.

'Service to humanity and Service to the dump migtélse service to God' this was the motto of Shii S
Baba and the management of this temple has borménhthis fact. They have therefore coupled aadoci
duty with this religious institutions. On the fifdbor of this temple, arrangements have been madine
free accommodation of poor and deserving stud&tey have no arrangements to stay in Bombay. A
great number of students have taken advantagesafaitility and because of the religious atmospludre
the temple, these students are grooved in Sai idevobm the young age of their life.

Aarti, worship etc. are carried out at this temglery day as per those performed at Shirdi. Ranmiva
Gurupournima and Vijayadashmi are the great fdstishserved at this temple on the same lines as is
done at Shirdi. This temple has started one maetipe. On every Shivaratri day, the offering aiit§ is
made to Shri Baba and they are later on distribtetthe devotees by way of prasad. Shri Pandurang
Mahadev Warang is a staunch Sai devotee, who marnhgalaily affairs of the temple with great care.
He is only thirty-one years of age at present,fouthe last twenty-two years he is staying in tia@ple
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premises and is attending to the work of this temphe management wants to expand the activities of
the temple and arrange some further programs amge Iscale; but due tot shortage of space they feel
sorry that it is not possible for them. Shri Warahgays says that all his difficulties are readittved by
Shri Sai Baba. This shows his great faith in ShriBaba and his devotion to Him.

Girgaum is a very crowded locality of Bombay cifihey area round about Lalbaug and Parel which is
known as the 'Mill area’ is perhaps another equabyvded area in Bombay. The people in the 'Midlaar
are so very busy in their struggle for existenbat they have hardly any time to think about god or
existence. The people in the Girgaum area are ynastite collar people. They have regular hours of
their office work. Similarly religious practiceseaimbibed in them from their childhood. Hence tffieg

the need of a place for worship where they canngaital peace. The people who were formerly they
devotees of Vitthal have started visiting this témijor the worship of that god; but after seeing ithol

of Shri Sai Baba in the temple and having comentavk His greatness, they automatically become His
devotees. Thus this temple has a good place ofhigpofer the devotees staying in Girgaum area of the
Bombay city and is therefore frequented by a nurobeevotees every day.

Chapter 48 - AmarjaSangam and the Greatness of Gagapur

On the parva day of Ashvin Vad 14, Shri Guru saithe disciple, 'We shall have bath at trishalH(8y
places i. e. Prayag, Kashi and Gaya ) with familg ahildren.

The disciple said, 'For such a long journey, weiregsome time for preparations'.

Shri Guru, 'These holy places are near about. &e ik no need for special preparation.’

Saying this he went with them all to the sangamalintook bath there. Shri Guru said, 'The Sangam is
like Prayag. Bhima flows there northwards. This AjmaSangam is as holy as the Ganga-Yamuna
Sangam of Prayag. There are other eight holy pl@dabkas) near about.’

The disciples, -'Why this river is called Amarja?'

Shri Guru, -'Jallundhar Rakshasa were on War. Imgrat to Shri Shankar and said, 'We kill Rakshasa
but from each drop of their blood, new Rakshasabare and they have spread in Three Lokas. They
have killed many Gods.'

Hearing this, Shri Shankar was enraged and sttot&dl the Rakshas in the form of Rudra. Indradsai
"You will kill the Rakshas: but kindly suggest ashgvice to make the gods alive.'

Shri Shankar recited Amrutmantra and gave a j&dfilvith nectar. Indra sprinkled the nectar on the
Gods and made them alive. While Indra was going thie jar of the remaining nectar some drops fell o
the earth and a river was created called 'Amagth in this river prevents diseases and untimebttul
This river meets Bhima and this Sangam is greatTikveni Sangam of Prayag. Bath in this Kartikd an
Magha months, on Somwati, Sankratini grahan (egjifarva at this Sangam is very virtuous.

Before this Sangam is the Ashwattha, bath near twhitfills all the desires. | also live here. After
worshipping this Ashwattha, worship the 'Sangameshwith devotion. This is like Mallikarjuna of Shr
Shailya. Bow to Nandi and Chandi, have three roamdssee Shiva Shankar.

There is the 'Varanashi' Tirth i. e. Kashi one naiteead. One Brahmin of Bhardwaj Gotra was a great
devotee of Shri Shiva. He roamed everywhere wittabothes, people called him 'mad'. He had two
brothers Ishwar and Pandurang. They were thinkingping to Kashi. At this time one devotee of Shri
Shiva came there and said to his brothers, ' Whyalogo to Kashi? Here is Kashi Visheshwar.' The
brothers said, 'Where is it? Show us'.

The devotee took a bath and sat in meditation. Siainkar appeared before him. The devotee requested
him to create an idol of Kashi Vishveshwar thenedaily worship and darshan. Shri Shankar conceded
and Manikarnika Kund was created first and thenghof Kashi Vishveshwar came out of it. A river
flowing northward like Bhagirthi also came into stence. All the principal places of Kashi were thus
created here. Both the brothers then worshippedikashveshwar. These brothers lived at Pandharpur
and were known as 'Aradhye’.

Hearing this from Shri Guru, all took bath thered amorshipped Shri Vishveswar with devotion and
observed other rites.

Shri Guru -'Here is ' Papavinashi Teerth' bath fictv destroys all sins.' Shri Guru called his siRatnai
here and said, 'You had killed a cat with a sticH therefore you are having leprosy. You bathéis t
Tirth daily and your disease will disappear.' Aviadd, she bathed here for three days and hersdisea
was wiped off.

A little further is 'Kothi Tirth'. One should batlere on Sankranthi, Grahan, Purnima and Amavasya a
give a cow with a calf in charity. Further to tliss'Rudra Tirth'. It is as holy as Gaya. Observad8ha
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here.

Further is 'Chakra Tirth' like Dwaraka. BeyondNg®hmath Tirth'. To the east of it, is 'Kalleshwigke
Gokarna Mahabaleshwar. By doing this, eight glosiesobtained.’

Shri Guru thus narrated the greatness of the dighyt places and all were pleased. They bathed and
observed other rites and returned to Gangapur$¥ithGuru. A grand samardhana was arranged jointly.

Chapter 49 - The Gist of Guru Geeta

Namdharak bowed to Shri Siddhamuni with folded Isagwad said, 'gurudev, you have narrated to me the
life of Shri Guru and have given me the real gnikaafledge) which has wiped off my karma and by
your blessing, | have known the essence of religidevotion to Shri Guru is like the Kalpataru and
Rishis like Vashishta and Shuka also follow thithpalow kindly tell me the path of Sadguru.'

Being pleased with the question, Shri Siddha sd@indharak, you are very fortunate as you as ywe ha
asked question regarding the eternal principlesyikmg with illusion and ignorance are wiped off and
the mind becomes becomes as clear as the lighediun.

Once when Shri Shankar was sitting on a beautdidtpf Kailas, Devi Parvati with folded hands stid
him with devotion, '‘Great God of Gods, Guru of timiverse, give me Gurumantra and kindly tell me the
means by which one's soul becomes united with Beahm

Shri Shankar said, 'Dear Devi, this is a questidtickv has never been asked to me so far by anybody.
You are my second form. So | shall tell you thist gind this will benefit all the people also'.

Veda, Shastra, Purana, Ithihas, Mantra-tantravi®pariti-jaran-maran (using the the power of doing
miracles by the devotees of Shiva and shakti) ahdrovarious sciences put one in illusion. Without
knowing the gist of devotion to Guru, people parigacrifices, observe penance, vrat, charity, aboit

and go to the holy places but only after the risthe light of Shri Guru, difficult vidya, worldlyllusion

and ignorance are all wiped off. By serving ShrirGuall sins perish and the soul becomes pure and
united with Brahma.

Taking the holy water, touched by the lotus liketfef Shri Guru, is like a bath at a holy placeisThrth

is as holy as Kashi or Prayag.

Always remember Shri Guru. Recite Shri Guru's nath¢he time. Obey his orders, serve and worship
Shri Guru with devotion. Doing this, one can evéaia my position.

The alphabet 'Gu’ means darkness and 'Ru’ medms Ggiru means the knowledge of the light of
Brahma, that destroys darkness of ignorance. Glthésfirst alphabet to create illusion and other
attributes. RU is the second alphabet of Brahmahkvbestroys illusion and vain appearance. This powe
of Guru is supreme and is difficult even for thedSdo obtain.

A Sadhak (disciple) should offer to Shri Guru gamht, bed, clothes, ornaments, conveyances etc. He
should serve him with devotion for getting one'sifion, ashram, caste and pray him with body, sense
money, son, wife, etc. clearly and should not tea®ed to lay prostrate before him.

Men go to hell by living in family life as one's dyis full of worms, night-soil, urine, phlegm, lid,
flesh and bad odor. Bow to Shri Guru, who liberatggrson from the worldly miseries.

Shri Guru is Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesha and PaaatBa. He is the cause of the creation of Universe,
liberator of persons from this worldly sea and giokthe knowledge of all the vidyas.

By applying the ointment of Shri Guru's knowled@ge dne's eyes, closed eyes are opened, parents,
brothers, and good men who give real knowledgeafdly life, are all Gurus. Though there is divéysi

in the universe, yet there is oneness. Shri Guotepts one from all difficulties, showing the caasel
effect.

If Shri Shankar or Shri Vishnu are enraged, ShniuGarotects the devotees, but when Shri Guru himsel
IS enraged, even Shri Shankar or Shri Vishnu caprogéect them.

Just as the blind man cannot see the light of tne So the dull persons do not see the nectar-like
appearance of Shri Guru, which is visible onlyhe eyes of the thoughtful. Shri Guru is like a nreha
who is witnessing the drama of creation and destniof the universe.

Three Nath, Ganesh, 3 Bhairava Peethas, Siddhat® B2 Pad, 3 Dooties, Shri Shankar, 4, 6, 8, 9
Veeresh, 5 Veeravalies are all associated withbie 'Shri Malini* mantra. Bow to this Shri Guru
mandal.

To think about Shri Guru's body is like thinkingoaib everlasting Shri Shiva and to recite Shri Guru'
name to praise to eternal Shiva's qualities.

Shri Guru is birthless, devoid of old age and hadbeginning. He is self created, devoid of chaffigé,

of bright bliss, minutes of the minute, greatestrwf great and eternal. He is self shining, spstlsky

56



pervading, everlasting and has no decrease. Vewh#anu describe Shri Guru's penance in this way.
Therefore always remember Shri Guru.

By the knowledge of self, which is pervading ak timiverse, moveable and immovable, sins of several
births are atoned. There are no greater princide the knowledge of self. There is no greater pema
than the service of Shri Guru and there is no delepmwvledge than the advice of Shri Guru.

Shri Guru is Jagannath (lord of the universe) dredGuru of the 3 Lokas. Shri Guru is the univenrsg a
our soul is the soul of all the creation. Bow taiSburu, who gives this knowledge.

The persons, who are proud of penance and knowladdevho are engrossed in the worldly affairs, are
like the pots moving on the wheel of a pot-makend§ Gandharvas, fore fathers, yaksh, kinnar,,rishi
siddha, who do not serve Shri Guru do not get salva

Bow to Shri Guru, who is supreme joy and who gittesbest pleasure. He is shrine of knowledge, above
division, sky pervading, knower of Tattwam Asihdt thou art) principle, only one, eternal, pure,
immovable, who witnesses everything and who is aewb existence and three qualities(Satwa,Raj and
Tam).

To know one's self is the supreme knowledge anduthmst goal of life. This is attained only by the
favor of Shri Guru.

Remember Shri Guru till death. Even if he is ficklended, do not forget or forsake him.

The wise should not speak about Shri Guru withedigect. Do not tell a lie before him.

Those who despise Shri Guru go to hell. Those wikouds vainly with Shri Guru become Brahma
Rakshas and have to live in barren and waterlegegl

Oh Parvati, Shri Guru protects his disciples, eiegod, muni or pannag curses. Gods and munies are
weak before Shri Guru, whose curses can destroy ih@o time.

O Devi, according to Smrities and Vedas, Shri Gafarabrahma. Guru is a mantra of two syllables.
Bow to Shri Guru, who is pervading all the univefsem Brahma to grass, who is eternal, whole,
formless, devoid of qualities, engrossed in setiidedge, above divisions and full of real brighy-fsat-
chit-anand rup).

Brahma is eternal like fragrance in camphor andidis and like the coolness and warmth in an object.
This knowledge can be got only through Shri Gumw®rship and serve him with pure and clear heart
and singular devotion. One, who is united with Bnahin meditation, realizes Kundalini, Brahma
Randhra and formlessness and gets salvation withoukit.

The ignorant wins over the worldly sea and the Wissides gets knowledge of actions and no-actigns b
following the path of Shri Guru.

Those, who read, hear or write Shri Guru Geetagiwel it in charity with money, all their desiresar
fulfilled. Always read Sri Guru-Geeta to get ridtbe miseries of the worldly life.

Each and every syllable of Guru-Geeta enables todeath, remove all difficulties and fear of yaksha
Rakshas, ghosts, thieves, tigers and diseasesves ghe power of using Bhasma, mesmerism and
hypnotism.

O Devi, read Shri Guru-Geeta, sitting on a sité&uwsh grass(dharbhasan) or white blanket with attent
mind. Use a white seat for peace, red for mesnmgyjzilack for punishing the evildoers and yellow fo
getting wealth. For peace, sit facing the northpi@smerizing facing the east, for punishing th&leers
facing the south and for wealth facing the west.

Recitation of Guru-Geeta, gives one incentive powerelops one's qualities, destroys evil acts,emak
good acts successful, removes fear of Grahas(glarstroys evil dreams, gives issues even tdester
women, gives good luck to the married women(keejr thusbands alive all their lives) and gives peace
of mind.

If a widow reads Shri Guru-Geeta without objeck gkts salvation. If she reads with desire, shiegetl

a good husband in the next birth and all her mesedifficulties and curses will perish.

Shri Guru-Geeta is like a Kamadhenu to those whd rewith some expectation. It is like a kalpatsou
those, who read with desires. It is like a chintairta the thinkers of everything good. If you raafbr
salvation you get salvation, if you read it for Vdby pleasures, you will get them.

One can read Shri Guru-Geeta with some objecingittn a bank of a river or the sea shore, in the
mandir of Vishnu, Shiva, Devi or other God, mathywshed, under vat, awala, mango tree or near & plan
of Tulsi or dhotra or in the cremation ground &tbreely but clean and neat place.

Even though a devotee of Shri Guru may be a fdidlhe is great, all his good acts, penance, \diisha
become successful. They are never futile.

As Shri Guru knows Brahma, he is always pure anerexer he goes, there is the presence of God, Tirth
and Peeth. One who reads Guru-Geeta sitting og lgma bed, standing, walking, speaking, ridingaon
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horse or an elephant, is pure. He has no rebirth.

A soul is one with God, just as the water in tha, $ke milk in the milk pot, the ghee in the ghetgnd

the sky in the broken pot are one with them, siryilthe Dnyani (learned), is united with God anesli
lost in himself day and night.

O Parvati, when one is blessed by Shri Guru, alddubts vanish, goddess Saraswati resides on his
tongue and he gets both the pleasures and sah@titime favor of Shri Guru. One's recitation, \aatl
penance of several births bear fruit.

O Waranane (having good face), | told you, thisiggle of Sankhya sastra One God, one religion, one
devotion, one penance are nothing else but Shni Gimself. There is no higher principle than that o
Shri Guru.

The home, where is devotion of Shri Guru, pardatsjly and race, is fortunate. Those, who do natrad
Shri Guru due to Vanity of knowledge and penance pafortunate.

Even to Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh, Gods, Rishi, Ftinefa, kinnar, siddha, charan, yaksh, munies, the
favor of Shri Guru, is like the great holy TirtthrsGuru's Tirth is the root of all the Tirths.

If one reads Shri Guru-Geeta in travel, or duringrwat the time of the attack of an enemy, he gets
victory in life and salvation at death.

If Shri Guru-Geeta is read with evil acts, at @ldces and with fickle mind, it gives evil effects.

As you are dear to me, | have told this gist to.yikeep it with yourself. Tell this to one, who istn
engrossed in worldly pleasures and has devotiondbunot tell it to him, who is not devoted, whoais
deceit, cunning, atheist and who discusses vainly.

Here ends the gist of Shri Guru-Geeta in the fofra dialogue between Ishwar and Parvati, incluced i
the Uttarkhand of Skand Purana.

Chapter 50 - The Muslim King Comes to See Shri Guru

We have seen a reference of a Rajak in the 9thtehdpy the blessing of Shripad Shri Vallabha, tesw
born in a Muslim Royal family and he became kingBadar. Due to devotion of previous birth he was
kind and pious. He treated all religions and sectsally. There were several temples for which heg ha
due sympathy. He also had respect for BrahminsliMysiests despised Brahmins and Vedic religion.
But king said to them, 'God is one. Only the namesdifferent. All are created from 5 great elersent
(Panch --- Mahabhoot). The earth is the motherdloCaws are different colors, but their milk is iteh
Ornaments may be many, but the gold is the samdlg8ly Paramatma (God) is everywhere. So make
no difference between the religions and castes.'

Thus the king was ruling impartially. Once he hadraor on his thigh, Vaidyas and Hakims treated him
but to no effect. The king had great pain due tdi# called some Brahmins and requested them to
suggest a remedy.

The Brahmins said, 'Sins of the previous birth sa@ne in the form of some disease. For this, ki
places and give something in charity. Live in tbenpany of saints. You go to the Papvinashi Tirtd an
bathe there. The tumor will subside.’

The king went to the Papvinashi Thirth. He met ay@ai there. He bowed to him and showed him his
tumor The Sanyasi said, - 'When you see a saintyib be relieved of the disease. | shall tell yatale

in this connection.’

‘A Brahmin lived in Awanti i.e., Uijjain. He gavepwath and the Brahmin's rites i.e., sandhya, etga
and lived with a prostitute named Pingla. Once &uta Muni came to them. They treated him well.
They worshiped him and took the tirth of his fadthen the Muni was asleep, both served him keeping
awake the whole night. Next morning the Muni wewbg. Later on in their old age, both the Brahmin
and Pingla died.

The Brahmin became the son of king Vajrabahu inrtagt birth. When he was in Sumati's (eldest)
womb, the younger queen became jealous and shepgisan to the eldest queen, who got eruptions all
over the body. She delivered a male child, who &lss affected by eruptions all over the body. Timg k
got them treated by physicians but they could bed:uThe king suspected that the infection would
spread in the whole family and he therefore askisharman to take the queen and her son to thestfor
and leave them there. People were sorry to knowtabs evil act of the king. Sumathi was roaming i
the forest with her son in despair. Due to exertahe was thirsty and was searching for water.cahee

to a mandir and met some females, who told hedna&ar is the king of this country. He is kind and
pious. He will protect you.' In the mean time sammgid servants of the king came there. Sumati redrat
to them her sad account. They took Sumati to thecpaand reported to the king about her. The kiag w
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very kind and he arranged for her stay.

Here too the eruptions on the body of the mothdrsom harassed them. One day due to unbearable pain
the child expired. Sumati began to weep bitterlye Tadies of the neighborhood tried to console Inetr,
she continued mourning.

In the meanwhile Rishabha Muni came there. Kingnfddr received him warmly. As he heard a
mourning sound he inquired. Padmakar narratednothé sad account of Sumati. Rishabha Muni came
to her and began to console her, saying, 'It igeftd mourn for the bygone. All lives are like tlés in
water, This body is made of five elements and whese elements separate, nothing remains behind. So
do not mourn for the perishable body. One has ffeisias per one's previous actions. For self-
emancipation adore Shri Shankar'.

Sumati said, 'l had to come here leaving the king@md here too | met this fate. Now | do not wigh t
live any longer.' Saying so she fell on the feethef Muni.

The Muni was moved to see her state. He rememlikeeservice that her son had given him in his last
birth. He applied a little bhasma to his forehead put a little in his mouth. Suddenly the child gfe

and began to move. The eruptions on his body ankissmother's body also vanished by the powerful
sight of the Muni. Both looked as bright as goldrtati and the child bowed to the Muni devotedlyeTh
Muni blessed them and went away. The greatneskeobliessing of a saint is like this. 'If you seeve
saint you will be relieved from the tumor.’

The Muslim king asked with folded hands, 'Kindlyl tee where there is a saint, | shall go theree Th
Sanyasi said 'Shri Guru lives at Ganagaput on d@mé bf Bhima. You go to him.'

The king immediately went to Ganagapur and inquaiedut Shri Guru. The people were afraid when the
saw that the Muslim king had come to Ganagapury The not speak due to fear. When the king asked
again he was told that Shri Guru had gone to theg&@a and he would return soon. Hearing this, the
Muslim king started to go to the Sangam. On the Wwaysaw Shri Guru coming. He came down
Palanquin and bowed to Shri Guru respectively.

Shri Guru said, ' O, Rajak, where have you bedar§ol am seeing you after a long period'.

Hearing this, the Muslim king recollected his libé last birth. He lay prostrate before Shri Gurul an
began to shed tears of love and joy. With chokedevbe asked 'Gurudev, why did you keep me away so
long? Being entangled in the royal pleasures,ddbyou. Now | have come to your shelter. Liberate

I am much harassed due to this tumor on my thigh.'

Shri Guru smiled and said, 'Show me, where isuh#t?'. The king began to look his thigh. But nbeT
tumor had vanished! He said, 'By your blessingspuld enjoy the royal pleasures and glory. All my
desires are fulfilled. 1 now wish that your holyfseshould come to my palace and bless my family
members.'

Shri Guru said, 'We are Sanyasis. We should netifivcities. You being Muslim, cows are slaughtered
daily in your city. This is a great sin. Prohibillikg of cows in your kingdom.'

The King said, 'l am not a king now. | am your d&) a Rajak. Give me a place at your feet.’

Shri Guru began thinking. Now in this KaliYuga, elty will be increasing. It would be better if |
disappear from here. He therefore thought of gtinGautami (Godavary). While returning to the math,
the king seated Shri Guru in his palakhi and hd tois padukas (sandals) in his hands and walked on
foot behind the palakhi.

Shri Guru said, '"You should ride on a horse asareua king. Your persons will blame you for serving
Brahmin and a Sanyasi.'

The king said, 'l may be a king for the people,foutyou | am your devotee, a Rajak. My body ohiie
transformed into gold by your sight. All my desiggs now fulfilled'.

By this time all the elephants, horses and soldiérthe King had reached the place. Shri Guru said,
‘Listen to me, ride a horse '

The King first seated all the disciples of Shri Gun the horses and then he rode a horse and the
procession started ceremoniously.

Shri Guru then said to the king, 'lIf we come witluywe cannot observe our rituals punctually. Tioeee

I will go ahead. You come to Papvinashi to see me'.

Saying this, Shri Guru disappeared instantly withhig disciples and reached Bidar. Nagnath theafon
Sayamdev met Shri Guru there. He worshiped Shru@uod did a samaradhana. Then Shri Guru went to
the Papvinnashi tirth.

The Muslim king was very sorry to see the disapgeee of Shri Guru from the procession suddenly. But
he remembered that he was asked by Shri Guru tdiseat Papvinashi. He rode a swift horse and
started for Papvinashi. He covered the distanc&8ommiles in a day. He saw Shri Guru and again
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requested him to grace his city by holy presence.

The kind decorated his city with flags, buntingsl anches. He seated Shri Guru in a Palakhi. Nindski

of gems were waved on him. The citizens waved ieatratrious places. The Muslims censured the king
for serving for the Brahmins; but the Hindu citisesnd Brahmins praised him for liberal, learned and
pious.

The procession was going with musical instrumebtsns and clothes were being distributed to the.poo
When the procession reached the main gate of pé&ceGuru walked on the costly carpet spreachen t
path. Shri Guru was seated on the decorated tlandell the queens and children of the king boveed t
Him respectfully. Shri Guru blessed the king angl faimily members and asked, 'Are all your desires
fulfilled by now?'

The king said, 'l have fully enjoyed the royal gidnow wish to serve at your feet'.

Shri Guru asked him to come to Shri Shailya andtweGautami at Nasik. He bathed there and returned
to Ganagapur. All the citizens were pleased tatsaeShri Guru had come back safe.

Shri Guru called all the disciples and said, 'Nowish live secretly. Therefore | intend to go toriSh
Shailya. Still | shall be staying at Ganagaput.life fear openly, the Muslims will come here gaénd
trouble me for fulfillment of their desires as timg himself had been here.'

Chapter 51 - Shri Guru's Journey unto Bliss: Discipes Get Flower-
Gift

Knowing that Shri Guru has decided to go to Shaiyh, all the disciples and citizens felt very pgp
They said, 'You are our treasure. Why do you guoithepus?'

Shri Guru smiled and said, 'You need not wornhdlkstay here secretly. | shall have bath at theada
Sangam in the morning. In the midday | shall com&angapur math and accept nirguna puja and give
darshan to the devotees. From the view point ofptitdic, | am going to Shri Shailya Yatra. Have no
doubt. | shall always stay at Gangapur. The Aswadtire are like Kalpataru.'

Saying this Shri Guru started for Shri Shailya. jle@ccompanied him for some distance and when they
returned to the math they saw Shri Guru there.rAdtame time he disappeared. All wondered at this
miracle.

Shri Guru went to Patal Ganga, flowing at the bzfsef Shri Shailya, He asked his disciples to prepa
flower-seat and said, 'l have to go to Mallikarjusra Shri Shailya on the other side of the riveheT
disciples prepared a nice seat of flowers of Shigviius, malati, kanher etc. on the leaf of kdirdad
placed it on the river side.

Shri Guru said, 'Now you should return to your extjye places'. All were greatly aggrieved. ShrriGu
sat on the flower seat on Magh Vad 1st, on FridagmwGuru (jupiter) was in Kanya (vergs) Rasa at
evening time and before going away said, ' | anmgao the place of self-bliss. | shall send flowass
gift which you should distribute amongst yourselaas worship them daily. | like singing. | shall iear
those, who sing prayers. They will get all the pleas'.

Saying this Shri Guru disappeared in the rivereAffome time some boatmen came from the other side
of the river. They told, 'We saw Shri Guru on thtees side. He was looking like a sanyasi and was
holding a dand (stick) in his hand. He had goldemdals. He told his name as 'Narasimha-Saraswati. H
has given a message for you, 'l am going to theld&awan. Still | shall be at Gangapur. Do not worlr

am sending flowers as gift, which may be distriddaenongst yourselves.'

All were waiting for the flowers. After a littlerhe, four flowers came flowing. They were taken eaeh

by Sayamdev,Nandi, Narhari and myself. Here idltheer given to me. Saying this, Shri Sidha showed
the flower to Namdharak.

Such is the greatness of Shri Guru. | have narratdg a part of Shri Guru's life, which is very
exhaustive. Those who read, hear and write thes Vifill attain all the pleasures. These nectartéles

will give four Purusharthas and also Paramarth.’

Chapter 52 - Conclusion: Week-Reading Awatarnika(Catents)

After hearing the 51 Chapters of Shri Guru-Chariamdharak lost senses and got samdhi. His body
perspired, his throat got choked and tears flowethfhis eyes. He could not speak out a word. Shri
Siddha Muni was pleased to see this state of Naralh@hough the disciple got samadhi, he should be
awakened for the benefit of the people. Thinkingsthe moved his hand over his face and body with
affection and called him and said, 'Dear boy, camnesenses. You have got ‘dnyan’' and you will get
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salvation. But if you remain in meditation, how MHe people be benefited and enlightened? Youdaske
me and | narrated to you these nectar-like taleShof Guru's life. You also heard them conscierdipu
You should therefore elaborate them and propagatsmgst the people.’

Namdharak opened his eyes and placed his heacedeehof Shri Siddha and said, 'You are Shri Guru
yourself. Shri Guru's life, that you have narratexd,even more sweeter than the nectar. | am not
contended yet. Please tell me the whole life agegtort'.

Hearing this just as a physician prepares the &amjipills mixing many medicines and keeps thespill
with him, similarly | am telling you the summary tbiis life of Shri Guru.

Further Shri Siddha said, 'Though Shri Guru haaggisared still he gives darshan to his sinceretdeso
as before'.

Namdharak- 'Kindly tell me the procedure of weekdiag and other rules to be followed during the
week'.

Shri Siddha-'Shri Guru-Charitra can be read ang twvith pure mind. The credit of reading it in a Wweée
still great. For this, one place and seat shouldddected. Keep control on the senses during tlek.we
Before starting the reading bow to God, Brahmin elars. Worship the volume of 'Shri Guru-Charitra'
One should complete 7 chapters on the first daad teto 18th chapter on the second day, upto 28th o
the third day, upto 34th on the fourth day, uptth3 the fifth day, upto 43rd on the sixth day aptb
52nd chapters on the seventh day. After readingshio the volume and take light dinner. Some oleserv
fast for the week; but if this is not possible hdwed of only one type of corn. On the eighth dfay,
completion of the week reading, take meals withrahBiin couple and offer money as dakshina. If the
reading is done with devotion and pure heart, Snu gives darshan in dream and fulfills one'sréssi
The trouble of spirits and ghosts vanishes andgete peace of mind.

Namdharak again expressed to Shri Siddha Muni faigtgde for narrating the life of Shri Guru, which
has made his life fortunate and enabled him toretitee bliss.

Dedicated to Shri Dattatraya. OM TAT SAT.

Sri Narasimha Saraswati

Sripaad Swami told a Brahmin lady to devote her life to the
worship of Lord Siva. She did accordingly and, assult of it, she
was born in Karanja a town near Akola (Central &dn a pious
family and was named Amba.She grew and she waseddn a
pious man Madhava Sharma. She was devoted, hehidaanm, to
the service of of her husband. His noble compaeddo the holy
tendencies she developed as a result of her spidiscipline in
her previous life. She now became an ardent devofekord
Shiva.

In course of time, she gave birth to a son.Thedatiidl not cry, as
usual, at birth.On the other hand, the only souaduttered was
'AUM' (the eternal sound - 'AUM' is the manifestatiof the spirit)
and everyone was amazed at it. Astrologers asshMadhava
Sharma that their child was indeed an avatar ot.trd. They also
prophesied that he would renounce all worldly @ewl that he
would uplit the fallen souls. The child was nameatd@thari.

The name signified that he was the dispeller of ¢hes and

miseries of human beings.

The child Narahari grew up to be a handsome bdyef but he could not speak and the parents were
very much worried about it.

One day, the boy conveyed to them through gesthaetsie wished to be invested with the sacred threa
Young Narahari learned the 'Gayatri Mantra', adibpgte vows of a young celebate (Brahmacharya),
accepted the first offering of food from his moteehands and at once recited the Vedas (external
repositories of Spiritual Wisdom) . The parents eveverjoyed but their joy did not last. Accordiryg t
tradition after the sacred thread ceremony, thtéateiis a sannyasi and has to beg alms from hiteno
and leave for pilgrimage. Thus, the mother asked toi beg alms and young Narahari, taking it as her
adesha (command) sought permission totake sanmgasaince worldly life and leave for pilgrimage.

The mother bewailed her plight and pleaded with targive up such an idea. Narhari said 'l do nattwa
to enjoy the objects of the senses which can ady lto misery. So, | shall pass on from the sthte o
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celebacy directly to the life of a sannyasi. Weafdmily ties and responsibilities are as unreabas
dream. Youth is transient as a flower which soadtmevs.

Thus life is very short when viewed in the lighttbe only purposed of it, i.e., Self-realizatioro Be
emotionally attached to anything in this phenomematld amounts to mere self-betrayal and is self-
defeating too. This body, with the skin as its acef layer, flesh, bones and the blood within, ifFa@ka
structure as a water bubble. Excessive fondnessnigis spouse and children is the root of all odwr
tendencies. In itself, this body of ours is madeénahimate matter and is ever changing and perishab
Only the 'Self' within is eternal and is our ontyd being. Joys and sorrows of worldly life are eher
relative, subjective and are therefore illusoryegignces to the realized. Man can break the fetfettsis
illusion only through the grace of the Guru. Theref Oh mother, do not hinder me in my resolve. You
shall be blessed with some more children. Go onitaitgty on me and thereby you shall cross the ocean
of misery and ignorance too'.

So saying, Narahari again blessed His mother with vision of His Divine form. She perceived it
through the eye of wisdom and wasat once reminélaégrgprevious birth. So she said to the Lord :

'Holy one, you are indeed Lord Sripaad, who, inprgvious life, saved me from my unwise resolve to
commit suicide. | bow before you. You are, indetiidd Unbounded one. All the universes have their
being in your infinite expanse. To say that you laoen to me as my son is but a fallacy; for you are
eternal. Yours is the omnipotent will. | shall fadder your resolve to renounce the world for thedfare

of all sentient beings. You have assured me tisall be blessed with a few more children. Pragy st
with us, at least till such time!" Lord Naraharagiously acceded to her request and stayed away. Th
blessed couple used to worship the Lord every ddyfwl awareness of his divinity.

Many were the learned who flocked to Him for thecalation of intricate questions in scriptural
knowledge. Many of them got their doubts clarifeed attained Self-realization. This is no task e o
who could uplift even the dull witted. After his ther got more children He covered His head with a
piece of cloth, put on wooden sandals, coveredBdy with the ochre robe and wore a codpiece. Takin
a staff in His hand, He set out from His home i fo fulfill His mission which was to revive faitéind
uplift the people morally and spiritually.

On his way to Badrinath, Narahari reached the Hé&dyanasi (Kashi) in the guise of a seeker after
liberation. Lord Narahari, in accordance with Haotgdition, resorted to His Holiness Swami Krishna
Saraswati as his Guru and from him took the vowasfyas. Henceforth, He came to be known as Shri
Narasimha Saraswati. He formally took the vow &éléing celebacy. Thus he became a full-fledged
sannyasi who has transcended the opposites ohpbg@row and the limitations of a self-centerell. wi
This World Teacher has laid down the traditionarfysas for seekers after liberation.

Shri Narasimha Saraswati expounded the naturenyfasao some and the meaning of the Vedas, which
can secure the true objects of life (Purusharthas)thers. Then, he proceeded in his wanderingsdo
the country in a clock-wise direction, along witts ldisciples. He had seven disciples and they were
Baala, Krishna, Upendra, Janajyotim Sadaanandahdadand Siddha.

All have the title 'Saraswati' suffixed to theimmes.

He took holy dips in all the holy rivers along tivay and reached the sacred place where the rivegasa
joins the sea. From Benares he went to Badrikaakstwith his disciples. Then moving from place to
place for the welfare of common people, he arrise@Ganga sagar, near calcutta. Some Twenty years
passed this way. Shri Narasimha Saraswati reappedrsis home to the wonder and joy of his family
and town people, He blessed them all.

In the Guru Charitra the miracles performed by hn@ described. These miracles were meant to irereas
faith among people in a higher power and start tharthe path of spiritual path.

Shri Narasimha Saraswati then went to Trayambakash®arli and Parli vaijnath. At Parli Vaijnath he
did penance for one year and remained in seclusitarwards he went to Audumbar and Amarapur near
the confluence of the rivers Krishna and the Pagahga. At Amarapur he stayed 12 years. This place
was called 'Narasimhawadi' and later 'Narsobawagdihis affectionate disciples and devotees. From
Amarapur he went to Gangapur and remained ther24grears. During his stay there many astonishing
incidents and miracles took place.Shri Narasimhaasseati was now considered as 'Siddha Purusha'
(Perfect, almost Godlike being) with Divine poweffshealing physical ailments and alleviating wasrie
of his devotees. Hindus and Muslims used to confenboconsidering him their Sadguru.

One day he bade goodbye to people of Gangapur dihdhis 7 select disciples went to the confluente o
Bhima and Amraja rivers and stood for a while uniher Aswatha tree. He stated ‘worship this tree and
practice penance, your wish will be fulfilled anduy life will be blessed'. He announced his departu
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from this world and his disciples were plunged el

A float was prepared on the banana leaves and d@sied with flowers. This float was placed in the
river and Shri Narasimha Saraswati sat on it. Adl disciples offered worship although their heartse
weighed down by grief. Shri Narasimha Saraswatiept® them up and told them he was going to
Kadali-vana (grove of banana trees) near Srisaffane of the 12 'Jyotir Linga' is located here) apdn
reaching there, as a mark of his safe arrivaltetesof flowers would come back floating againstrent.
Soon after, as per the Master's promise, clusfdiswers came to them drifting on the river agaitie
current!

When the Master got ready for departure, the natfdhe village rushed to him and begged him aot t
deprive them of His Divine presence, but to stayTdre Lord said, 'Do not feel sad that way. How tan
bear to be away from my devotees? | only seemaweldor Srisailam only to the grosser vision of the
physical, but | will ever abide at Gangapur in reglrstate as the Spirit or the real Self. | wikklseny
noon alms in this village and accept your lovingrat®mnal services. My living presence will be
experienced by anyone who bathes in the Sanganfiyeane of holy rivers), worships the Holy peepal
tree and takes darshan of my 'padukas’ (sacredvieat) here.

The Master can be seen even today by the virtumgs the devout. Only the unrighteous cannot
experience his living presence. Taking his daily ali the holy Sangam, he ever abides there. In liact
has been blessing devotees with his divine acttad® on countless occasions. The aspirationsasith
who worship him there with true love will be fuléd. Indeed, the Lord is ever present with those wh
incessantly adore him. The miraculous experientéesich will ever remain hidden in their own hearts.
He is the granter of prayers!'

When people were in utter despair, Shri Narasima@ias$vati brought about a religious and spiritual
renaissance and restored their morale. The plabesevHe stayed, have become centres of pilgrimage
viz., Narsobawadi, Audumbar and Gangapur. Gangaphbelieved to be the abode of Lord Dattatreya.
There is a holy hillock of Vibhuti (holy ash) frowhich devotees pick up the sacred ash as Pragakeo
home. This hillock has not been depleted, evenghalevotees have been taking away sacred ash for
centuries.

The atmosphere in all the three pilgrimage ceritesiblime and devotees feel peaceful and spiljtual
uplifted. Miracles take place at Gangapur speciaiyen now.The message of Shri Narasimha Saraswati
is summarized as under:

1. In our short fleeting span of human life, weddattempt to realize God through devotion

2. Use Buddhi (intellect) and Viveka (discriminaf)do purify the minds.

3. Never think of hurting others in thought, worddeed.

4. Consider yourself blessed, if you secure thedigs of a Guru.

5. Strive to realize God who is inherent in youmadweart.

Shri Beedkar Maharaj

Shri Beedkar Maharaj was one of the foremost-catedrdisciples of Shri Swami Samartha of Akkalkot
(popularly known as Akkalkot Maharaj). Shri Swanginsartha was another form of Sadguru Sai Baba.
Shri Beedkar Maharaj visited Shri Sai Baba in 1873.

His original name was Ramananda Beedkar. He ledalher in his child-hood; but developed a spétitu
out look in his earlier stages of life. As a youngn, he performed several pilgrimages and settbechd

in jewelry, perfumery and sandal wood businesse®une. He strived very hard and acquired the
capacities to transform different metals into gdltlus, he became enormously rich. Along with wealth
he acquired some vices and got into an infatudtiora woman in Gwalior, when he went there on a
business tour. However, due to his spiritual baokgd, he felt very guilty of his deeds and triecdy&t

rid of the vice. A saint whom he approached foreragtion, advised him to go through a penance and
worship Lord Hanuman to conquer the carnal desbasing his prayers to Lord Hanuman, he received a
divine instruction to take refuge under Swami Sah@aof Akkalkot.

He immediately reached Akkalkot, but could not Seeami as he was with the king. Beedkar, however,
decided not to leave with out the darshan of Swamii hence spent two nights doing namasmarana by
reciting Swami Samartha's sacred name. Then Swapeiaaed before Beedkar and asked him as to why
he was there. Beedkar replied, "I want your graeg is a strong spiritual base!" Swami tested Bagslk
devotion by strongly scolding him and showeringsdsuon him. Beedkar appealed to Swami, "l treat all
your scolding and abuses as sweet blessings. Ewen ikill me, you are my ultimate refuge". Swami
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sent a 'spiritual wave' through Beedkar's body, duehich he reverberated, leading to a blissfatest
With that experience, Beedkar's mind attained enaspeace and solace.

Consequently, he was always found in an uninteeditate of samaadhi. On Beedkar's next visit
coinciding with day of maagha poornima, Swami Sahzaremarked about his spiritual status, "The
mango is partially ripe. It will take some more ¢irfor the mango to ripen fully." It took anothereé
years for Beedkar to have the next darshan of Sywahen he decided to remain at Akkalkot serving
Him endlessly.

One day, he was serving Swami by gently pressisgfétit for a long time; but Swami did not ask him t
stop. The service continued through out the nighen in the early hours of the next morning, a aobr
materialized with its hood raised in between Swaifeit, ready to sting Beedkar. Beedkar, howevas, w
not afraid. He thought, " It is my good fortunedie serving Swami". Miraculously, the snake vanishe
but Swami got up shouting at Beedkar, "You areugtionut to crack!" Swami slapped Beedkar on his
face and shouted, " You stubborn fellow, get odtlith this Beedkar experienced enormous bliss and
deep happiness and got into a state of samaadhi.

After getting out of the state of samaadhi, Beedlaided to feed thousand persons as per therbimt f
Swami. He wanted to earn the needed money by ggiénfumes. However, on his way, he met with an
accident and all the bottles of perfume were lggith great difficulty he could offer food to Swami
alone, instead of feeding one thousand personangsrailed and said, " You have fed me no doubt. You
are yet to give me dakshina. Can you do it? Whatldvgou give me?" Beedkar responded, "l shall do as
per Your orders.” Swami again smiled and said, '} Mou cannot do it". Beedkar again affirmed, "
Swami, | promise You. | will obey your orders."” Swidaughed aloud and said, " Well, the dakshina you
can give me is this. Give up making gold!" BeedWas aghast at this demand of Swami for he never
thought that Swami would demand his Guru daksHirsaway.

Nevertheless, he gave up making gold as his gukehai@ga. On his subsequent visit, Swami instructed
Beedkar to carry out pradakshina of River Narmd®edkar obeyed Swami's order; but confronted
several hazards including attack by tigers and witdmals in his spiritual venture. However, he
succeeded in accomplishing the task since Swamategrotected him at every impediment and crisis.
Finally, Goddess Narmada appeared before Beedkbblassed him. In accordance with the instruction
of Goddess famous divine saints such as Shri Vasmdeda Sarswathi and Shri Swami Satchidananda
gave darshan to Beedkar, culminating his spiriquest.

All the while, Beedkar Maharaj was experiencing iimnense grace of Shri Swami Samartha. As he
reached a pilgrim center Maheshwar, Shri Swami Sdw@attained maha samaadhi. On the same night
Swami appeared to him in his dream and said, "ehast passed away. | am very much alive!" After
making several pilgrimages, he established a sanctor matt and became famous by the name Shri
Beedkar Maharaj. Under his guidance, several peaipggned spiritual enlightenment and many saints
were trained to guide citizens. When he met witigsau Sainath in 1873, Shri Beedkar Maharaj stated,
"Sai Baba is no ordinary saint! He is Jagadguruligi8wami Samartha Himself in another form!" Shri
Beedkar Maharaj attained maha samaadhi on Ap1i943.
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